
Small towns matter greatly in the settlement network; 

they would receive town charters and during their prosper-

ity they would climb up in the hierarchy of the settlement 

network. Frequently, they would lose their township sta-

tus temporarily or sometimes for ever, becoming villages. 

New towns would be established very rarely without any 

township traditions.

Transformations of small towns which lost the status 

of towns and became villages had many reasons such as 

are currently trying to regain their lost town charters, 

whereas other have been incorporated to nearby bigger 

towns, and still many other villages do not aspire to be-

landscape of small towns retains its individual features 

regardless of where those small towns currently are in the 

settlement network. Each of them has their own history, 

often valuable historic sites or buildings, characteristic 

spatial design with a market and a town hall which pro-
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Introduction

Transformations of small towns

Research has been conducted on selected small towns 

-

ships (Provinces). The analysis included towns with pop-

-

tions caused by the interaction of two municipal units. The 

selected examples from that area illustrate some of those 

observed over the years in this area e.g. concentration in 

the form of incorporation of small towns to neighboring 

bigger towns, merger of two towns, and secondary separa-

-

quently, three groups have developed:

two names corresponding to their former names e.g. 

retained only one of their former names, usually that 

were incorporated to bigger towns and then over the 

last twenty years gradually separated from them e.g. 

-

-
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-

centration and deconcentration of suburban areas as a 

result of two opposite forces operating in the villages 

-

tion for their permanent residence between towns and 

in the last decade of the last century in the area near big 

towns that more people moved from towns to villages 

and more popular as an individual means of transporta-

tion. These processes were parallel to the incorporation 

of next villages to bigger towns or sometimes to nearby 

small towns.

The relatively big towns in the area in question include 

small towns and villages were incorporated to them, cre-

ating large municipal structures. Three small towns were 

-

-

th century as wooden pa-

with typical architectural features. Today the springs lo-

th century. The town re-

-

located in that district. Piastowski Square is the main de-

-

lic. The north side is occupied by the Schaffgotsch Palace 

there are sanatoria and residential houses as well as hotels 

 

First group – small towns incorporated to big towns
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th

.  its residents worked in weaving industry 

a factory of milling machines, a foundry, and a glass and 

mainly villas as well as boarding and guest houses some-

-

Second group – small towns merged together

Some small towns which lost their town charters want 

-

poration of neighboring villages, which strengthens the 

, 

-



  

-
th 

century
th cen-

tury, mineral water springs were discovered in the town, 

-

though the town had a market, it still had many features 

typical of a village e.g. the location of the church far from 

and a railroad station. Both towns are located by the Bóbr 

-

wice on its left bank. They are separated not only by the 

river, but by a railroad track too. Furthermore, they have 

spite of the fact that administratively they constitute one 

created by combining two of the three original towns, al-

granted the status of a settlement, and received a town 

spread out and fragmented, which results from the fact that 

 

 

Third group – small towns incorporated to big towns and then separated from them

The third group includes small towns which for some 

-

glomerations, and over the last decade have been trying 

to become independent. Some of them have already sepa-

rated themselves and are at the moment self-administered 

units, holding the status of towns. That phenomenon is 

-

examples.

a rural poviat (county

when there was a heap with a watch tower and a customs 

th

became an independent administration unit. 

-

-
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tures of “water demons” (Fig. 10), alluding to the legends 

center multi-family buildings and coal mine buildings. 

They are the landmarks, e.g. “Piast” coal mine shaft, vis-

ible in the town as well as from outside (Fig. 11).

The town, as an independent administrative unit, is 

developing very dynamically; its market square has been 

renovated; a park has been designed in the place of former 

ponds which were degraded by mining activity3. The town 

is developing also because of the location of Katowicka 

Special Economic Zone.

charter only in 1966. Earlier, after it was established in the 

12th century, it was a village with clearly separate monas-

tic and princely parts. Originally, it was a typical farming 
th century, 

-

ter and the non-farming population grew. 

-

settlement, and then in 1975 it was incorporated to Tychy. 

There are two clear centers in the town separated by coal 

Klimont with St. Clement’s Church is its natural landmark 

(Fig. 12).

-

tioned in written accounts only at the end of the 14th cen-

tury [15, p. 22]. The town belonged to Poland from the 

middle of the 15th century until partitions in 1772. After 

liquidation of the Duchy of Warsaw, it was within the bor-

ders of Prussia until 1919 when the First Silesian Uprising 

broke out4

3 Recreation Park “Paciorkowce”, with the area of 36 ha, developed 

by “Piast” coal mine with the use of post-mining waste (after it was tested 

axis of the design.

4

lin in: [15].



  

-

became independent and it began to develop dynamically 

and invest in its infrastructure. 

spatial layout with a market, however, it has a clearly de-

nearby. The place is well maintained, with parking lots and 

green areas as well as street furniture, including a monu-

east part of gmina (local district

small towns, transformations, civic rights

Conclusion

them did regain their town status or were incorporated to 

neighboring big towns, however, many of them are still 

villages. There are cases of two small towns merged into 

have natural barriers such as rivers or mountains, prevent-

ing their closed integration. 

-

ters by small towns was also their incorporation to nearby 

otherwise small towns strive to separate themselves and 

-

-

nical as well as social infrastructure by developing culture 

and recreation. 

Translated by 

References

, 

Transformation of urban system of small towns in Poland, 

squares In small towns of Lower Silesia -

, 

-

nych

-

, Wydawnictwo 

-

, Wydawnictwo 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-


