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Research on the architecture of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish Church in Szprotawa

Koscidt parafialny pw. Wniebowzigcia NMP w Szpro-
tawie! znajduje si¢ w potudniowej cze$ci miasta lokacyj-
nego. Wzniesiono go na potozonym na potudnie od Ryn-
ku i ratusza placu Koscielnym — bedacym pozostatoscia
dawnego cmentarza otaczajacego $wigtynig2.

Opis kosciola

Orientowana bryta kosSciota sktada si¢ z trojnawowego
siedmioprzestowego korpusu bez wydzielonego prezbite-
rium, wiezy po stronie pétnocnej na wysokosci trzeciego
i czwartego przesta (liczac od zachodu) oraz przylegajace;j
do niej zakrystii. Wzdluz $ciany potudniowej zatozono ot-
wierajgce si¢ do wnetrza nawy bocznej dwie kaplice (od
wschodu Matki Boskiej Bolesnej i Meki Panskiej) oraz
przedsionek z kaplicami: Ogrojcem, Karcerem i Ciemnica.
Kolejna kaplica pw. Swictego Krzyza przylega do za-
chodniej elewacji wiezy i potaczona jest potkolistg arkada
z nawa polnocna. Przed wejsciami umieszczono dwie
kruchty, jedng w osi elewacji zachodniej i druga pomig-
dzy wieza a zakrystig. Korpus wraz z prezbiterium na-
kryto dachem wielospadowym zamknigtym od zachodu
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The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
Church in Szprotawa! is situated in the southern part of
the location town. It was erected on the Church square
south of the Market Square and the Town Hall — a remnant
of the former cemetery which surrounded the church?.

The description of the church

The oriented body of the church consists of a seven-
bay corpus with a nave and two aisles without a separate
presbytery, a tower on the northern side at a height of the
third and fourth bays (counting from the west) and the
adjacent sacristy. Along the southern wall, two chapels
were opened to the interior of the aisle (from the east of
Our Lady of Sorrows and Passion of the Lord) and the
vestibule with the chapels named as Gethsemane, Solitary
Confinement Cell and Altar of Repose. The next Holy
Cross Chapel adjoins the west facade of the tower and is
connected by a semi-circular arcade with the northern
aisle. There are two porches in front of the entrances, one
in the axis of the western facade and the other between the
tower and the sacristy. The body along with the presbytery
were covered with a multi-pitched roof enclosed by a tri-
angular gable with lancet and four-field recesses on the
western side, and in a polygonal way on the eastern. The
sacristy, the chapels and the northern vestibule received

' The authors would like to thank the main parish priest, Ryszard
Grabarski, for his help during the research.

2 This article is the beginning of a series of publications devoted to
the monumental architecture of cities of the Lusatia and Silesia borderland.
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I1. 1. Szprotawa, koséciot Wniebowzigcia NMP,
elewacja zachodnia z reliktem fasady z 2. potowy XIII w.
(fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 1. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
western facade with a relic of the facade from the 2" half of
the 13t century (photo by A. Legendziewicz)

szczytem trojkatnym z wnekami ostrotucznymi i cztero-
polowymi, a od wschodu — wielobocznie. Zakrystia, ka-
plice oraz kruchta poélnocna otrzymaty dachy pulpitowe,
a kruchta zachodnia — dach dwuspadowy. Wieze zwien-
czono krytym blacha barokowym helmem z cebulka z jed-
nym prze§witem (il. 1).

Korpus z prezbiterium uksztalttowano jako siedmio-
przestowa, trojnawowgq hale zamknieta od wschodu wie-
lobocznym ambitem (obejsciem). Trzy nawy wydzielo-
no $cianami arkadowymi opartymi na o$miobocznych
filarach. Na nich rozpigto sklepienia, ktore w nawach otrzy-
maly dekoracje sieciowa, w chorze — trojpolowa, a w obej-
$ciu mieszang, w kazdym przesle inng: krzyzowa, krzyzo-
wo-trojpolowa i trdjpolows (il. 2a, b). Wnetrze o§wietlono
wysokimi ostrotucznymi oknami, chor sze$cioma od
wschodu, a korpus — trzema od poludnia i jednym od za-
chodu. Pozbawione otworéw okiennych jest przesto za-
chodnie (il. 3).

Przylegajace do korpusu kaplice, chor magdalenek,
zakrystia oraz przedsionki otrzymaty sklepienia o zr6zni-
cowanym uktadzie. W kaplicach potudniowych oraz na
pietrze na chorze zatozono krzyzowe, w zakrystii i pomiesz-
czeniu nad nig oraz w obu kruchtach — krzyzowo-zebrowe,
w Ogroéjcu — krzyzowo-sieciowe, a w neogotyckiej kruch-
cie zachodniej — gwiazdziste. Barokowa kaplica Swictego
Kirzyza nakryta zostala kolebg z lunetami, a Ciemnica — ko-
leba. Dwie kaplice wzdhuz elewacji poludniowej obecnie

mono-pitched roofs, and the western vestibule — a gable
roof. The tower was crowned with a baroque copula with
one clearance covered with an onion shaped dome and
then with sheet metal (Fig. 1).

The body with the presbytery was shaped as a seven-
bay, one-nave, two-aisled hall closed by a multi-sided
ambulatory from the east (covered passage). The nave
and aisles were separated by arcaded walls supported by
octagonal pillars. On them there are vaults which in the
aisles received the network decoration, in the gallery — the
three-field decoration, and mixed decoration in the pas-
sage, and in each bay different decoration, i.e. cross, cross
and three-field as well as three-field (Fig. 2a, b). The inte-
rior was lighted with high lancet windows, the gallery
with six windows from the east, and the body — three from
the south and one from the west. The western bay is
devoid of window openings (Fig. 3).

The chapels adjoining the body, the gallery of the
Madeleines, the sacristy and the vestibules received vaults
of various layouts. In the southern chapels and on the first
floor in the gallery there were cross vaults, in the sacristy
and in the room above it as well as in both vestibules —
cross-rib vaults, in the Gethsemane — a cross-net vault,
and in the western neo-Gothic vestibule — a stellar one.
The baroque chapel of the Holy Cross was covered with
a barrel vault with lunettes, and the Altar of Repose with
a barrel vault. Two chapels are currently devoid of win-
dows in the basement along the southern facade. Today,
the Gethsemane has two partially blocked lancet arcades
and the former Madeleines’ lodge which is located above
it has two semi-circular holes enclosed in profiled frames
(Fig. 4). Similar windows illuminate the Swigtokrzyska
Chapel. Narrow rectangular clearances with stone frames
were situated in the basement of the sacristy, whereas the
first floor has small three lancet holes with splays.

The division of the tower levels is determined by
wooden ceilings. At present, the lowest level performs the
function of a facility room. The first level with the ceiling
is located at a height of approximately +9.0 m, another at
a height of the entrance to the church attic +13.2, on the
third one +18.4 — there are bells, the fourth one +26.2 is
illuminated by one window from the south, and the last
one +31.0 is placed just under the copula.

The facade of the church consists of brickwork, stone
and architectural details which are exposed in the face.
The western facade in the northern and central part con-
tains a stone facade of the original church with a blocked
lancet portal with splayed jambs and an oculus. In the
southern brick part, a lancet window is preserved with
a blind window of a similar pattern. Corners of the facade
and the southern edge of the exposed stone face are sur-
rounded by buttresses. The finial of the facade is a gable
with variable geometry and a decoration composed of two
lancet and rectangular four-field blind windows divided
by a Latin cross, between which two frieze panels were
designed (Fig. 1).

The rhythm of the four bays of the southern facade
within the body is marked by buttresses and lancet win-
dows between them, except for the westernmost one,
where there are two lancet blind windows. The lower part
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I1. 2. Szprotawa, ko$ciot
Whiebowzigcia NMP, wngtrze:
a) sklepienie nawy gtownej,

b) sklepienie nawy potudniowej
(fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 2. Szprotawa,

the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Church, interior:

a) the vault of the nave

b) the vault of the southern aisle
(photo by A. Legendziewicz)

pozbawione sg okien w przyziemiu. Ogrdjec ma dwie czes-
ciowo zablokowane dzi$ ostrotuczne arkady, a znajdu-
jaca si¢ nad nim dawna loza magdalenek — dwa potkoliste
otwory ujete w profilowane opaski (il. 4). Podobne okna
doswietlaja kaplice Swietokrzyska. Waskie prostokatne prze-
$wity z kamiennymi obramieniami zlokalizowano w przy-
ziemiu zakrystii, natomiast pietro ma niewielkie, trzy ostro-
huczne otwory o rozglifionych osciezach.

Podzial poziomoéw wiezy wyznaczajg drewniane stro-
py. Najnizszy pelni obecnie funkcje pomieszczenia go-
spodarczego. Pierwszy poziom ze stropem znajduje si¢ na
wysokos$ci okoto +9,0 m, kolejny na wysoko$ci wejscia
na strych kosciota +13,2, na trzecim +18,4 — zawieszone sa
dzwony, czwarty +26,2 oswietla jedno okno od potudnia,
a ostatni +31,0 umieszczony jest tuz pod hetmem.

Na wystroj elewacji kosciota sktadaja si¢ eksponowa-
ne w licu watki ceglane i kamienne oraz detal architekto-
niczny. Fasada zachodnia w potnocnej i Srodkowej partii
zawiera kamienng elewacj¢ pierwotnego kosciota z zablo-
kowanymi ostrotucznym uskokowym portalem i okulu-
sem. W partii potudniowej, ceglanej zachowane jest
ostrotuczne okno wraz z blenda o zblizonym wykroju.
Narozniki elewacji oraz krawegdz potudniowa ekspono-
wanego lica kamiennego opinaja przypory. Zwienczenie
fasady stanowi szczyt o zmiennej geometrii z dekoracja
ztozong z dwoch kondygnacji ostrolucznych i prostokat-
nych czteropolowych blend dzielonych krzyzem tacin-
skim, pomiedzy ktorymi zakomponowano dwie plyciny
fryzowe (il. 1).

Rytm czterech przeset elewacji potudniowej w zasiggu
korpusu wyznaczaja przypory i umieszczone mi¢dzy nimi
ostrotuczne okna, poza skrajnym zachodnim, gdzie sa
dwie ostrotuczne blendy. Dolng parti¢ przgsta trzeciego,
liczac od zachodu, wypelnia niewielka kaplica z wneka

ofthe third bay, counting from the west, is filled with a small
chapel with a recess covered with a segmented arch. At
the height of the gallery, a smooth facade of the annexe
with, Solitary Confinement Cell, Altar of Repose, Geth-
semane and the choir of Madeleines were designed. In the
basement, its southern wall is decorated with lancet
entrance openings enclosed in the plaster frame, above
there is a stone cornice and on the first floor there are
semi-circular windows in plaster frames. In the eastern
wall there is a semi-circular entrance and a blocked recess
next to it, whereas above there is a blocked embrasure
opening which is covered with an ogee arch (Fig. 4).

The facade of the polygonal passage of the gallery,
however, has a very regular layout. It consists of buttress-
es with three splayed jambs which designate six bays. On
their axes, there are lancet windows which at present are
set on the removed dripstone cornice. The crowning of the
facade is formed by a cornice and a strip of frieze panels
separated in the party over the buttresses. The composi-
tion is completed by a concave profile plinth (Fig. 5).

The northern facade has a very simple detail. The
extreme western bay of the body is devoid of decor except
for the frieze panel in the under eaves part and the sand-
stone dripstone cornice (currently removed). The smooth
surfaces of the walls of the Holy Cross Chapel are deco-
rated only by two semi-circular windows and in the half-
gable part there are two stripes of rectangular niches
which are divided by Latin crosses. The corner of walls is
supported by a buttress with a blocked niche. In the north-
ern wall we can see a walled-up portal and a high lancet
window above it. A similar blocked hole can be seen from
the west (Fig. 6).

The lower stone part of the tower body has no detail
except for a grave stone slab of prebendary Berthold from
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1. 3. Szprotawa, kosciot Wniebowzigcia NMP,
zachodni skraj elewacji potudniowej, elewacja kaplic z potowy XIV w.
(fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 3. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
the western edge of the southern facade,
facades of chapels from the mid-14™ century
(photo by A. Legendziewicz)

nakrytg fekiem odcinkowym. Na wysokosci choru zakom-
ponowano gtadka elewacj¢ przybudowki z kaplicami:
Karcerem, Ciemnica, Ogrojcem oraz chorem magdalenek.
Jej Sciang potudniowg dekorujg w przyziemiu ostrotuczne
otwory wejsciowe ujete w tynkowe opaski, powyzej gzyms
kamienny, a na pigtrze potkoliste okna w tynkowych obra-
mieniach. W $cianie wschodniej umieszczono potkoliste
wejscie, obok zablokowang wneke, a powyzej rozglifiony
zablokowany otwor nakryty oslim tekiem (il. 4).

Bardzo regularny ukfad ma natomiast elewacja wielo-
bocznego obejscia choru. Tworzg ja trojuskokowe przypory
wyznaczajace sze$¢ przegsel. W ich osiach umieszczono
ostroluczne okna, ktdre ustawiono na obecnie skutym gzym-
sie okapnikowym. Zwienczenie elewacji tworzy gzyms i pas
plycin fryzowych rozdzielonych w partii nad przyporami.
Kompozycje uzupetnia cokot o wklegstym profilu (il. 5).

Bardzo skromny detal ma elewacja potnocna. Skrajne
zachodnie przesto korpusu pozbawione jest wystroju
poza ptycing fryzowa w partii podokapowej i piaskowco-
wego gzymsu odkapnikowego (obecnie skutego). Gtadkie
plaszczyzny $cian kaplicy Swietego Krzyza dekoruja
jedynie dwa potkoliste okna, a w partii potszczytu dwa
pasy prostokatnych wnek dzielonych krzyzami tacinski-
mi. Naroznik $cian wspiera przypora z zablokowang
wneka. W $cianie potnocnej widoczne sa zamurowane:

11. 4. Szprotawa, kosciot Wniebowzigcia NMP,
widok choru magdalenek i reliktu ganka
(fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 4. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
view of the Madeleines gallery and the relic of the porch
(photo by A. Legendziewicz)

Wierzbno and narrow slot windows. At the height of the
body cornice there is a step and a lancet niche with a win-
dow above it. The next two already brick floors accentu-
ate three lancet blind windows in the lower floor, whereas
in the upper — two similar niches flanking the window.
The facades are crowned with a cornice at the base of the
copula, under which there are square windows illuminat-
ing the last floor (Fig. 7).

On the eastern side of the tower there is a sacristy at the
height of the gallery. In the basement, the facade design
consists of narrow rectangular windows enclosed in stone
frames and avant-corps with a triangular gable and an
entrance to the vestibule. The second floor has lancet win-
dows. The division into two floors is emphasised by
a panel which is separated by a pilaster strip, whereas
from the east it is separated by a stone cornice.

The analysis of sources and literature

The oldest mention about the church in Szprotawa can
be found in a document issued on December 1, 1260, in
which brother Wit (Vitus), the former bishop of Lithua-
nia, grants an indulgence to pilgrims visiting the Marian
Altar [1, Rep. 120, no. 1], [2, no. 1067]. The church
appears twice in the office files of the bishop of Wroc-
taw, Tomasz II. In the first one from October 21, 1283, he
approves of the church’s income and subordinates the
branch in Dzikowice to the parish, and in the second one
from June 10, 1290 he confirms the above-mentioned
decision [3, pp. 1, 5]. On December 1, 1314, Bishop Hen-
ry of Wierzbno moved, thanks to Mechtylda’s efforts —
the widow of Prince Henry III Gtogowski — and her son,
Prince Henry IV the Faithful, the Madeleine Order from
Bytom Odrzanski to Szprotawa [3, p. 6], [4, no. 3437], [5,
p. 4]. The transfer of the patronage right over the church
was confirmed by bishop Nankier in the act of June 27,
1334 [2, pp. 5-7]. The document from 1348 contained the
information about funding the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Virgin Mary, St. John the Evangelist’s and St. John the
Baptist’s Chapels by Petrus Libing [1, Rep. 120, no. 55,
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1. 5. Szprotawa, kosciot Wniebowzigcia NMP,
prezbiterium w widoku od wschodu
(fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 5. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
the view of the presbytery from the east
(photo by A. Legendziewicz)

zdwojony portal, a powyzej wysokie ostrotuczne okno.
Podobny zablokowany otwor rysuje si¢ od zachodu (il. 6).

Dolna, kamienna partia trzonu wiezy nie ma detalu poza
kamienng ptyta nagrobng altarysty Bertolda z Wierzbna
i waskimi szczelinowymi oknami. Na wysokosci gzymsu
korpusu znajduje si¢ odsadzka, a powyzej ostrotuczna
wneka z oknem. Kolejne dwie, juz ceglane kondygnacje
akcentuja: w dolnej trzy ostrotuczne blendy, w goérnej —
dwie analogiczne wngki flankujace okno. Elewacje wienczy
gzyms u podstawy hetmu, pod ktérym umieszczono kwa-
dratowe okna doswietlajace ostatnig kondygnacje (il. 7).

Po wschodniej stronie wiezy na wysokoS$ci choru jest
zakrystia. Kompozycja elewacji sktada si¢ w przyziemiu
z waskich prostokatnych okien ujetych w kamienne obra-
mienia i ryzalitu z trojkatnym szczytem oraz wejsciem do
kruchty. Druga kondygnacja ma ostrotuczne okna. Podziat
na dwa pigtra podkresla ptycina rozdzielona lizena, a od
wschodu kamienny gzyms.

Analiza Zrodet i literatury

Najstarsza wzmianke o kosciele w Szprotawie zawie-
ra dokument, wystawiony 1 grudnia 1260 r., w ktérym
brat Wit (Vitus) dawny biskup Litwy udziela odpustu
pielgrzymom nawiedzajacym Ottarz Maryjny [1, Rep.
120, nr 1], [2, nr 1067]. Dwukrotnie $§wiatynia wystepuje
w aktach z kancelarii biskupa wroctawskiego Tomasza II.
W pierwszym z 21 pazdziernika 1283 zatwierdza on
dochody kosciota i podporzadkowuje parafii fili¢ w Dzi-
kowicach, a w drugim z 10 czerwca 1290 r. — potwierdza
wspomniang wczesniej decyzje [3, s. 1, 5]. 1 grudnia
1314 r. biskup Henryk z Wierzbna przeniost, dzigki stara-
niom Mechtyldy — wdowy po ksigciu Henryku III Glo-
gowskim — i jej syna ksigcia Henryka IV Wiernego, zakon
magdalenek z Bytomia Odrzanskiego do Szprotawy [3,
s. 6], [4, nr 3437], [5, s. 4]. Przekazanie praw patronatu

I1. 6. Szprotawa, kosciot Wniebowzigcia NMP,
kaplica Swigtego Krzyza (fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 6. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
Holy Cross Chapel (photo by A. Legendziewicz)

56], [2, pp. 9, 10], [6, no. 731, 732]. Another chapel, i.c.
St Mary Magdalene Chapel, which was funded by the
priory Agata, is mentioned in the act from 1384 [7, p. 4].
The date of commencing the reconstruction of the church
in 1416 is included in the minutes of the meeting of the
City Council [8, p. 17]. The foundation of Gethsemane
and lodge of Madeleines is confirmed by a document
from 1516 [4, p. 1]. The dates of fires which destroyed the
city, especially the last two of June 19, 1672 [8, p. 99], [9,
p- 219] and June 23, 1702 [10, p. 172], are significant
when discussing transformations of the church. After the
first fire, the main crypt was enlarged, the vaults were
repaired, the roof was made, the interior was white-
washed, and the floor was laid as well as the former main
entrance was bricked up and the current one was made [2,
p. 601, [9, p. 219].

Based on archival documents, the chronicle of the his-
tory of the church was prepared by C. Baier [3], 8] dating
the beginning of the construction of the present body to
1416, and the gallery of nuns to 1516 [8, p. 17]. In the
context of the history of the city, F. Matuszkiewicz and
G. Steller frequently mentioned the church [10], [11]. The
history of the Szprotawa Madeleines Convent was pub-
lished by W. Bochnak [7].

For the first time the church was discussed in general
by H. Lutsch who specified the beginning of its construc-
tion for the period from the end of the 13t century until
1316, and the completion of the body for the 16™ century
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nad kosciotem poswiadczyt biskup Nankier w akcie
z 27 czerwca 1334 1. [2, s. 5-7]. W dokumencie z 1348 r.
zawarta zostala informacja o fundacji kaplicy Swictego
Ducha, NMP, §w. Jana Ewangelisty i $w. Jana Chrzciciela
przez Petrusa Libinga [1, Rep. 120, nr 55, 56], [2, s. 9,
10], [6, nr 731, 732]. Kolejna pod wezwaniem $w. Marii
Magdaleny ufundowana przez przeorysz¢ Agate wymie-
niana jest w akcie z 1384 r. [7, s. 4]. Datg rozpoczecia
przebudowy kosciota w 1416 r. zawiera protokot z posie-
dzenia Rady Miejskiej [8, s. 17]. Powstanie Ogrojca i lozy
magdalenek poswiadcza dokument z 1516 r. [4, s. 1].
Istotne dla rozwazan nad przeksztalceniami $§wiatyni sg
daty pozaréw niszczacych miasto, zwlaszcza dwoch
ostatnich z 19 czerwca 1672 r. [8, s. 99], [9, s. 219] oraz
723 czerwca 1702 [10, s. 172]. Po pierwszym powigkszo-
no gtéwna krypte, naprawiono sklepienia, zatozono dach,
pobielono wnetrze i potozono posadzke, a takze zamuro-
wano dawne wejscie gtdéwne i przebito obecne [2, s. 60],
[9,s.219].

Bazujac na dokumentach archiwalnych, kronike dzie-
jow kosciota opracowat C. Baier [3], [8], datujac pocza-
tek budowy obecnego korpusu na rok 1416, a choéru
zakonnic na 1516 [8, s. 17]. W kontekscie dziejow miasta
o $wiatyni wielokrotnie wspominali F. Matuszkiewicz
i G. Steller [10], [11]. Dzieje szprotawskiego konwentu
magdalenek opublikowat W. Bochnak [7].

Kosciot zostal po raz pierwszy omowiony ogodlnie
przez H. Lutscha, ktory okreslit poczatek jego budowy na
okres od konca XIII w. do 1316 r., a ukonczenie korpusu
—na wiek XVI [12, s. 116], [13, s. 69]3. Powojenni bada-
cze przedstawili przeksztatcenia ko$ciota lapidarnie,
przewaznie w kontekscie rozwoju architektury gotyckiej
na Slasku. Jako pierwszy na podobiefistwa w ksztattowa-
niu choréw fary szprotawskiej i w Gorze Slaskiej wskazat
G. Chmarzynski [15, s. 365, 366]. Podobny zwiazek z ko-
legiata pw. $w. Jakuba i Agnieszki w Nysie i z rozwigza-
niami marchijskich kosciotéw halowych wysunat H. Tin-
telnot [16, s. 132]. Te ostatnie powigzania podkreslit
M. Kutzner [17, s. 227-242]. Na podobienstwa w ksztat-
towaniu sklepien ptynace z Saksonii, Luzyc oraz Nowej
Marchii wskazata D. Hanulanka [18, s. 96 i n.]. Oba por-
tale kosciota wczesnogotyckiego omawiaja T. Kozaczew-
ski i H. Kozaczewska-Golasz, datujac potnocny na mniej
wigcej potowe XIII w., a zachodni na 3. ¢wier¢ tegoz
stulecia [19, s. 164—-166]. Portale, uktad korpusu i prez-
biterium oraz sklepienia kosciota na tle miejskich halo-
wych $wiatyn Slaska z XV i poczatkéw X VI w. analizuja
H. Kozaczewska-Golasz wraz z H. Golasz-Szotomicka
[20, s. 5-66].

Chronologia przeksztatcen samego kosciota nakreslo-
na jest w dotychczasowej literaturze bardzo skrotowo
i ogblnie. Powstanie swiatyni datowane jest na 2. polowe
XIII w., a blizej nicokreslone przeksztatcenia — na 1. poto-
we XIV w. [20, s. 2, 47], [21, s. 47], [22, s 374, 375], [23,
pp. 235, 236], [24, s. 386], [25, s. 340]. Jedyne rozbiezno-
$ci obejmuja okres realizacji obecnego choéru z uktadem

3 Sklepienia w kosciele w Dzierzoniowie wykonano w latach
1555-1556. Por. [14].

[12, p. 116], [13, p. 69]3. Post-war researchers presented
transformations of the church in concise terms, mostly in
the context of the development of Gothic architecture in
Silesia. G. Chmarzynski was the first who pointed out the
similarities in shaping the galleries of the parish church in
Szprotawa and in Goéra Slaska [15, pp. 365, 366]. A simi-
lar relationship with St. James and Agnes Collegiate in
Nysa and with the solutions of Mark’s form hall churches
was put forward by H. Tintelnot [16, p. 132]. These last
connections were emphasised by M. Kutzner [17,
pp. 227-242]. The similarities in shaping the vaults from
Saxony, Lusatia and New Marchia were indicated by
D. Hanulanka [18, p. 96 et al.]. Both portals of the early
Gothic church are discussed by T. Kozaczewski and
H. Kozaczewska-Golasz, dating the northern part to the
mid-13™ century and the western one to the third quarter
of that century [19, pp. 164—166]. The portals, the layout
of the body, the presbytery and the vault of the church
against the background of the city hall churches of Sile-
sia from the 15t and the beginnings of the 16™ centuries
are analysed by H. Kozaczewska-Golasz together with
H. Golasz-Szotomicka [20, pp. 5-66].

The chronology of the transformation of the church
itself is outlined in the current literature very briefly and
generally. The foundation of the church goes back to the
second half of the 13t century, and some unspecified trans-
formations to the first half of the 14 century [20, pp. 2,
471, [21, p. 471, [22, pp. 374, 375], [23, pp. 235, 236], [24, p.
386], [25, p. 340]. The only discrepancies cover the period
of the implementation of the present gallery with the lay-
out of the body pillars, whose start according to C. Baier’s
information took place in 1416 [8, p. 17], and the comple-
tion is estimated for 1423 [21, p. 47], 1424 [20, p. 47],
[22, pp. 374,375], [23, p. 235, 236], or even 1426 [24, p. 386],
[25, p. 340]. The authors of an entry in Architektura gotyc-
ka w Polsce (Gothic Architecture in Poland) M. Machow-
ski and A. Wtodarek presented the problem in a different
way [26, p. 225]. According to them, the church was con-
structed from the second half of the 13™ century to the
first half of the 14th century, it had one nave with a tower
from the north and a lancet portal from the west. In the
15 century, the current gallery and hall body were erect-
ed, whereas in the first half of the 16t century, vaults,
gables and annexes were constructed. During the exchange
of the floor in 2009, archacological research was carried
out [27, pp. 132—142]. On its basis, K. Barczynska recog-
nised that the church, which was built before the middle
of the 13™ century, had the present main nave and the
northern aisle, and the church’s western and northern
walls are preserved. In the first half of the 14™ century,
the chapel was supposed to be erected in the place of the
present sacristy and the lower parts of the tower were to
be built with the use of stone demolition material — at the
beginning of the 15 century. According to the cited
author, the construction of the current gallery and hall
body took place in the years 1416—1423 [28, pp. 27-32].

3 The vaults in the church in Dzierzoniéw were constructed in the
years 1555-1556. Com. [14].
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filarow korpusu, ktoérego rozpoczecie w oparciu o infor-
macje¢ C. Baiera miato miejsce w 1416 1. [8, s. 17], a ukon-
czenie szacowane jest na rok 1423 [21, s. 47], 1424 [20,
s. 471, [22, s. 374, 375], [23, s. 235, 236], czy nawet 1426
[24, s. 386], [25, s. 340]. Odmiennie przedstawili zagad-
nienie M. Machowski i A. Wtodarek — autorzy hasta w Ar-
chitekturze gotyckiej w Polsce [26, s. 225]. Ich zdaniem
Swiatynia powstata w okresie od 2. potowy XIII w. do 1.
potowy XIV w., byla jednonawowa z wieza od poinocy
i ostrotucznym portalem od zachodu. W XV w. wzniesiono
obecny chor i korpus halowy, a w 1. potowie XVI w. wpro-
wadzono sklepienia, szczyty i przybudéwki. Podczas
wymiany posadzki w 2009 r. przeprowadzono badania
archeologiczne [27, s. 132—142]. Na ich podstawie K. Bar-
czynska uznata, ze kosciot powstaty przed potowa XIII w.
obejmowat swoim zasiggiem obecng nawe glowng oraz
poéinocna, a zachowana jest z niego Sciana zachodnia i pot-
nocna. W 1. potowie XIV w. w miejscu obecnej zakrystii
miata powstac kaplica, a dolne partie wiezy z uzyciem ka-
miennego materiatu rozbiérkowego — w poczatku XV w.
Budowe obecnego choru i korpusu halowego cytowana
autorka osadzita w latach 1416-1423 [28, s. 27-32].

W 2016 r. A. Legendziewicz, bazujac na roznicach
technologiczno-materiatowych, przeprowadzit badania
architektoniczne z wydzieleniem chronologicznych faz
budowlanych, a takze analiz¢ form oraz detalu archi-
tektonicznego [29]. Stanowig one, uzupetnione o kweren-
de archiwalng i ikonograficzna, podstawe niniejszych
rozwazan.

Wyniki badan

Zasieg najstarszego koSciota wyznaczaja mury wznie-
sione w watku kamiennym z uzytymi w naroznikach blo-
kami rudy darniowej (il. 8a, b). W fasadzie zachodniej
widoczna jest — zachowana do wysokosci podstawy obec-
nego szczytu — elewacja ujeta dwoma przekatniowo usta-
wionymi przyporami naroznymi. Na osi w przyziemiu
znajduje si¢ odstoniety w 1924 r. ostrotuczny portal usko-
kowy o formach z poczatku XIV w., z czgsciowo zrekon-
struowanym detalem os$cieza oraz umieszczony nad nim
okulus (il. 1, 9a). Fragmenty elewacji potnocnej uchwy-
cono na zachodnim skraju obecnej oraz w miejscu jej
styku z zachodnig $ciang wiezy, gdzie w Srubowej klatce
schodowej zarejestrowano oscieza wraz z maswerkiem prze-
zrocza okiennego. W przyziemiu, po wschodniej stronie wie-
zy zarejestrowano kamienny ostroluczny portal uskokowy
z piaskowcowym obramieniem (il. 9b). Natomiast zasicg
czesci kaptanskiej udato si¢ okreslié w oparciu o wyniki
wspomnianych juz badan archeologicznych przeprowa-
dzonych w 2009 r. [27, s. 132—-142], podczas ktorych
uchwycono fragmenty muréw fundamentowych potnoc-
nej oraz wschodniej czesci prezbiterium.

Dzigki zarejestrowanym reliktom mozna podjac pro-
be rekonstrukeji bryty kosciota zrealizowanego zapewne
w 2. potowie XIII w. i ukoniczonego w poczatkach nastep-
nego stulecia. Partic wschodnig tworzyto prezbiterium
o planie zblizonym do prostokata. Nieznany pozostaje
uktad jego wngetrza, ale znaczna szeroko$¢ tawy fundamen-
towej wskazuje, ze mogto by¢ ono nakryte sklepieniem.

In 2016, A. Legendziewicz, considering technological
and material differences, carried out architectural research
with the separation of chronological construction phases
as well as the analysis of forms and architectural detail
[29]. The research constitutes the basis of the present study
and is supplemented with archival and iconographic query.

The research results

The area of the oldest church is marked by walls which
were constructed of stone with blocks of bog ore used in
the corners (Fig. 8a, b). In the western front wall, which
is preserved to the height of the base of the current gable,
we can see the facade enclosed with two diagonally set

Il. 7. Szprotawa, kosciot Wniebowzigcia NMP,
wieza w widoku od potnocy
(fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 7. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
the view of the tower from the north
(photo by A. Legendziewicz)
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a—2. pol. XIII w., b — 1. pot. XIV w., ¢ — ok. pol. XIV w., d — 2. pot. XIV w., e — lata 1474-1488, f — schytek XV w. do 1516 ., g — 1516,
h — renesans i barok, i — XIX w. i mury nierozpoznane/a — 2@ half of the 13" c., b — IS half of the 14" c., ¢ — circa mid-14" c., d — 2" half of
the 14" c., e — 1474—1488, f— the end of the 15" c. to 1516, g — 1516, h — Renaissance and Baroque, i — 19" c. and unrecognized walls

1. 8. Szprotawa, kosciot Wniebowzigcia NMP, inwentaryzacja z chronologicznym rozwarstwieniem murow.
A. Rzut na poziomie przyziemia. B. Rzut na poziomie okien (rys. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 8. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, inventory with chronological wall stratification.
A. The ground floor level projection. B. The window level projection (drawn by A. Legendziewicz)
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Wschodnie zamknigcie tworzyta prosta $ciana. Wzniesio-
ny — zapewne wkrotce po budowie choru — korpus uksztal-
towano prawdopodobnie jako trzyprzgstowy. Na takie
rozwigzanie wskazuje lokalizacja ostrotucznego okna po
stronie potnocnej 1 relikty wystroju elewacji kaplic po
stronie potudniowej z potowy XIV w. W nich uchwycono
slady dwoch dwuuskokowych przypoér, co nasuwa przy-
puszczenie, ze zatozono je na linii przgset nawy pierwot-
nego korpusu (il. 3, 8a, b).

Elewacje XIlII-wiecznego kosciota uksztattowano dosé¢
skromnie. Ich wystroj sktadat si¢ z eksponowanego lica
kamiennego z eratykéw z widocznymi warstwami wy-
rownawczymi co 70-80 cm. W naroznikach oraz na kra-
wedziach o$ciezy otworow okiennych osadzono staran-
nie spasowane bloki rudy darniowej. Elewacj¢ szczytowa
zwienczono trojkatnym prostym szczytem. Na osi umiesz-
czono w przyziemiu ostrotuczny portal uskokowy o for-
mach z poczatkow XIV w., a powyzej niego okulus (il. 1,
9a). Prawdopodobnie w jego przeswicie mogta znajdowaé
si¢ azurowa kamienna rozeta. Elewacjom bocznym o wy-
sokosci okoto 9 m nadano zapewne rytm odpowiadaja-
cyuktadowi wnetrza. W osiach przgset zalozono ostro-
huczne okna z kamiennymi dwudzielnymi maswerkami,
z ktorych zachowane jest srodkowe w $cianie potnocnej,
a w skrajnym wschodnim zakomponowano drugie wejs-
cie, ujete w kamienny, ostrotuczny, uskokowy portal. Zlo-
kalizowano je na osi Zautka Koscielnego (Kirchgasse)
faczacego teren wokot kosciota z Rynkiem (il. 9b).

corner buttresses. There is a lancet portal with splayed
jambs with forms from the beginning of the 14t century,
revealed in 1924 with a partially reconstructed detail of
the jamb and an oculus above it (Fig. 1, 9a). Fragments of
the northern facade were noticed on the western edge of
the present one and in the place of its contact with the
western wall of the tower, where in the spiral staircase
the jambs along with the window-glass tracery were
found. In the basement, on the eastern side of the tower,
there was found a stone lancet portal with splayed jambs
with a sandstone framing (Fig. 9b). However, the area of
the priest’s part was possible to be determined on the
basis of the results of the already aforementioned archaeo-
logical research which was carried out in 2009 [27,
pp. 132-142], during which fragments of the foundation
walls of the northern and eastern parts of the presbytery
were reported.

Thanks to the registered relics, it is possible to try to
reconstruct the church’s mass which was probably con-
structed in the second half of the 13t century and finished
at the beginnings of the next century. The eastern part
consisted of a presbytery with a plan like a rectangle. The
layout of its interior remains unknown, but a considerable
width of the footing indicates that it could have been cov-
ered with a vault. The body, which was probably erected
soon after the gallery was built, was shaped as a part con-
sisting of three bays. This sort of solution is indicated by
the location of the lancet window on the northern side and

1. 9. Szprotawa, kosciot Wniebowzigcia NMP: a) portal zachodni, b) portal poétnocny (fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 9. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church: a) western portal, b) northern portal (photo by A. Legendziewicz)
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Przekatniowe przypory ujmujace fasadg nasuwaja przy-
puszczenie, ze wnetrze mogto by¢ przesklepione. Jednak
do$¢ znaczna szeroko$¢ nawy (okoto 11 m) wskazuje
raczej na nakrycie stropem lub otwartg wigzbg dachowa.

Prawdopodobnie po zakonczeniu budowy korpusu,
w poczatku XIV w., przy elewacji pétnocnej, na wysokos$ci
czesci wschodniego i srodkowego przesta wzniesiono wieze
na planie zblizonym do kwadratu o wymiarach w obrysie
zewnetrznym okoto 9 X 10 m. Mury obwodowe od wschodu,
potnocy i zachodu majg od 2,7 do 2,9 m grubosci. Jedynie
$ciana potudniowa jest wezsza — liczy tylko 80 cm. Rozni-
ca ta wynikata z planowanej nadbudowy muréow wiezy po-
wyzej poziomu gzymsu Korpusu, gdzie grubos¢ miata by¢
zblizona. Podczas budowy w jej pétnocno-wschodni na-
roznik wmurowano tablice nagrobng altarysty Bertolda
z Wierzbna z okoto 1316-1326 1. (?) [30, s. 15-20] (il. 7).

Najnizsza kondygnacje potaczono z nawa przejsciem,
ktérego szeroko$¢ w wiezy siggata prawie 2 m. Nakrywat
je t¢k odcinkowy uksztattowany z klincéw kamiennych.
Dolna krawedz wezglowia znajdowala si¢ na wysokosci
okoto 3 m nad obecng posadzka. Wngtrze nakryto stro-
pem belkowym, ktérego gniazda o gl¢bokosci 80 cm
uksztattowano w trakcie wznoszenia murow obwodo-
wych. Belki osadzono na wysokos$ci okoto 6,60 m nad
poziomem obecnej posadzki. Doswietlenie zapewniato
okno w $cianie wschodniej o rozszerzajacych si¢ oScie-
zach od wnetrza o szerokosci 90 cm z fekiem odcinkowym
z klincow. Jego wysoko$é mierzona od parapetu wynosita
2 m. Przewezenie otworu w elewacji stanowito proste ka-
mienne o$cieze o wykroju ostrotucznym. Lokalizacja oraz
uktad pomieszczenia z wejsciem i ostrotucznym oknem od
wschodu nasuwa przypuszczenie, ze mogta si¢ tu znajdo-
wac kaplica ufundowana przez Petrusa Libinga [1, Rep.
120, nr 55, 56], [2, s. 9, 10], [6, nr 731, 732] (?).

W potudniowo-zachodnim narozniku murow wiezy
zlokalizowano $rubowa klatke schodowa o $rednicy od
1,9 do 2,0 m. Umieszczono ja w osi Srodkowego otworu
okiennego elewacji potnocnej, rozkuwajac czgsciowo
jego parapet oraz mur ponizej. Wejscie od strony nawy
ujeto w ostrotuczne obramienie, ktdrego profil jest obec-
nie zamurowany od strony wngtrza kosciota. Wyjscie zklat-
ki do wiezy skomunikowano poprzez korytarz doswietlo-
ny oknem szczelinowym od zachodu. Otwor z progiem na
wysokosci okoto 8 m nad obecng posadzka potaczono
podestem z drewnianymi schodami prowadzgcymi na
strych. Poziom wiezy dos$wietlaty trzy okna szczelinowe
w osiach $cian: wschodniej, poéinocnej i zachodniej. Ich
parapety umieszczono na poziomie okoto 11,2 m nad
obecng posadzka w przyziemiu. Wysoko$¢ przeswitow
kazdego z nich wynosita prawie 1,2 m. Na elewacji kon-
dygnacje t¢ akcentowata odsadzka bedaca zapewne relik-
tem niezachowanego gzymsu.

Powyzej zarejestrowano mury kamienne si¢gajace
okoto 2 m nad poziom odsadzki. Prawdopodobnie w osiach
$cian znajdowaly si¢ otwory okienne od wschodu, poéinocy
i zachodu, ktore ulegly zniszczeniu. Nieznaczne rdznice
w technologii budowy tej partii wiezy obejmujg zastoso-
wania grafitowych kamieni w licu. Jednakze analogiczna
zaprawa wapienno-piaskowa wskazuje, ze czas powstania
tej czeSci mozna wigzac z realizacja najnizszego trzonu

the relics of the chapel facade decoration on the southern
side from the mid-14" century. The traces of two but-
tresses with splayed jambs were found in them, suggest-
ing that they were placed on the bay line of the original
body nave (Fig. 3, 8a, b).

The facades of the 13th-century church were shaped
quite modestly. Their decor consisted of an exposed stone
face of glacial erratics with visible levelling layers every
70-80 cm. In the corners and on the edges of the window
opening jambs, well-fitting blocks of bog ore were set.
The top facade was crowned with a triangular straight
gable. In the basement on the axis a lancet portal with
splayed jambs with forms from the beginning of the
14th century and an oculus above it (Fig. 1, 9a) were
placed. Probably in its clearance there could have been an
openwork stone rosette. Side facades of about 9 m high
were probably given a rhythm corresponding to the layout
of the interior. On the bay axes there were lancet windows
with stone bipartite tracery, the central of which is pre-
served in the northern wall and in the easternmost corner
there was the second entrance enclosed in a stone and lancet
portal with splayed jambs. They were located on the axis
of Zautek Koscielny (Kirchgasse) which connected the
area around the church with the Market Square (Fig. 9b).

Diagonal buttresses supporting the facade suggest that
the interior could have been vaulted. However, quite a con-
siderable width of the nave (about 11 m) indicates rather
the covering with a ceiling or an open roof truss.

Probably after the completion of the body construc-
tion, at the beginning of the 14™ century, at the northern
facades, at the height of a part of the eastern and central
bays, a tower on a plan similar to a square with dimen-
sions in the outer contour of about 9 X 10 m was con-
structed. The perimeter walls from the east, north and
west are from 2.7 to 2.9 m thick. Only the southern wall
is narrower — it is only 80 cm long. This difference result-
ed from the planned superstructure of the tower walls
above the level of the body cornice, where the thickness
was to be similar. During the construction, a tombstone
plate of prebendary Berthold from Wierzbno was built
into its north-eastern corner in around 1316—1326 (?) [30,
pp. 15-20] (Fig. 7).

The lowest storey was connected with the aisle by
means of a passage, the width of which in the tower
reached almost 2 m. It was covered with a segmental arch
shaped by means of voussoir stones. The lower edge of
the support was located at a height of about 3 m above the
current floor. The interior was covered with a beam-
framed ceiling, whose 80 cm deep wall pockets were
formed during the construction of perimeter walls. The
beams were placed at a height of about 6.6 m above the
level of the current floor. The illumination was provided
by a window in the eastern wall with 90 cm wide jambs
expanding from the interior with a segmental arch made
of voussoir stones. Its height, measured from the window
sill, was 2 m. The narrowing of the opening in the facade
was made of a simple stone jambs with a lancet shape.
The location and the layout of the room with the entrance
and the lancet window from the east suggests that there
might have been a chapel here which was funded by
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wiezy — czyli jeszcze w 1. potowie XIV w. Zachowa-
ny mur kamienny si¢gajacy okoto 15,3 m nad poziom
obecnego terenu $wiadczy o tym, Ze wieza przewyzsza
mury obwodowe korpusu o co najmniej 6 m. Najprawdo-
podobniej wienczyt ja niezachowany obecnie hetm (il. 7).

Kolejne inwestycje zwigzane z rozbudowg koSciota
przyniosta potowa XIV w. Zapewne wtedy powstal rzad
trzech kaplic wzdtuz potudniowej elewacji korpusu, kruch-
ta potnocna oraz przypuszczalnie podwyzszono wiezg
(. 3, 7).

Zakres przeksztalcen obejmujacy potudniowsg elewacje
korpusu udato si¢ rozpozna¢ w potludniowym narozu
fasady zachodniej oraz na odcinku czterech przeset (liczac
od zachodu) elewacji potudniowe;j. Na skraju fasady uch-
wycono ostrotuczne okno o rozglifionych o$ciezach i sze-
rokosci w krawedziach siggajacej 2 m. Po jej stronie potu-
dniowej stwierdzono relikty dwoch ostrotucznych wnek
o glebokosci 1/2 cegly oraz szerokosci 70 cm, z ktorych ta
blizej otworu zachowana jest w catosci, a z kolejnej wi-
doczna jest potnocna krawedz. Uktad ten miat swoja kon-
tynuacj¢ od strony potudniowej, gdzie zarejestrowano
(liczac od zachodu) dwie wneki oraz $lad otworu okienne-
go zablokowanego przez przypor¢ korpusu z lat 1474—
1488. Slad krawedzi pionowych kolejnej wneki uchwyco-
no zaraz za skarpa. Ponizej okna obecnie drugiego przesta
zinwentaryzowano wychodzacy fundament z eratykow,
a powyzej niego regularne przelicowanie. Oba te elementy
wskazuja na lokalizacje w tym miejscu skarpy wydziela-
jacej pierwsza z kaplic. Slad kolejnej wneki widoczny jest
przed trzecig przypora korpusu. Zasi¢g Sciany udalo si¢
uchwyci¢ w rejonie dawnego Karceru i Ciemnicy, gdzie
stwierdzono $lad kolejnej skutej skarpy (il. 8a, b).

Lokalizacja przypér i otworu okiennego od strony po-
hudniowej wskazuje na wzniesienie co najmniej trojprzes-
towej sklepionej budowli o wymiarach okoto 6 %23 m,
mieszczacej trzy kaplice. Na bogata kompozycje¢ ich elewa-
cji sktadaty si¢ regularnie rozmieszczone rozglifione ostro-
huczne okna z ceramicznymi maswerkami oraz ostrotucz-
ne wneki zakomponowane na gladkich ptaszczyznach $cian.

Po poélnocnej stronie nawy, przy wschodniej elewacji
wiezy, przed wejSciem na osi Zautka Koscielnego wznie-
siono kruchte. Otrzymata ona plan zblizony do kwadratu
o dhugosci boku okoto 5 m. Nakryto ja sklepieniem krzy-
zowo-zebrowym. Zebra o profilu gruszkowym z tzw.
dziubkiem sptywaja na wsporniki w formie masek apo-
tropaicznych — klucz otrzymat dekoracje z brodata twarza
mezczyzny (Bog Ojciec?). W zwigzku z budowa kruchty
zablokowano okno na elewacji wschodniej w przyzie-
miu wiezy. Zapewne ze wzgledu na uszkodzenie hetmu
przeprowadzono w niej prace naprawcze. Wymurowano
ceglane oscieza wnek okiennych na najwyzszej kamien-
nej kondygnacji (poziom 11,3 m nad obecnym terenem)
i podwyzszono ja o dwa pigtra o tacznej wysokosci okoto
7,8 m. Gtadkie, wymurowane w watku jednowozowko-
wym elewacje ozdobiono dwoma kondygnacjami tynko-
wanych ostrotucznych blend rozdzielonych ptycing fry-
zowa. W gornym pasie w $rodkowej umieszczono okna
(il. 7). Fakture lica podkreslono poprzez starannie opra-
cowang spoing: poziomg — ptaska dotem podcigta, a pio-
nowg — plaska z rysa.

Petrus Libing [1, Rep. 120, no. 55, 56], [2, pp. 9, 10], [6,
no. 731, 7321 (7).

In the south-western corner of the tower walls a spiral
staircase with a diameter of 1.9 to 2.0 m was found. It was
placed on the axis of the central window opening of the
northern facade, partially breaking its window sill and the
wall below. The entrance from the nave side had a lancet
framing, whose profile is currently bricked up from the
inside of the church. The exit from the staircase to the
tower was connected through a corridor illuminated by
a slot window from the west. The opening with a thres-
hold at a height of about 8 m above the current floor was
connected with wooden stairs leading to the attic by
means of a platform. The level of the tower was lighted
by three slot windows in the axes of eastern, northern, and
wester walls. Their window sills were placed at the level
of about 11.2 m above the current floor in the basement.
The height of clearances of each of them was almost
1.2 m. On the facade, this storey was emphasised by
the a step which is probably a relic of the unpreserved
cornice.

Above, stone walls were noticed, reaching about 2 m
above the level of the step. Probably in the axes of the
walls there were window openings from the east, north,
and west, which were destroyed. Slight differences in the
construction technology of this part of the tower include
the use of graphite stones in the face. However, analogous
lime-sand mortar indicates that the time of constructing
this part can be associated with the implementation of the
lowest part of the tower, i.e. still in the first half of the
14th century. The preserved stone wall reaching about
15.3 m above the current level of land proves that the
tower exceeds perimeter walls of the body by at least 6 m.
Most probably, it was crowned with a copula which was
not preserved (Fig. 7).

The next investments related to the extension of the
church took place in the mid-14h century. Probably at that
time a row of three chapels along the southern facade of
the body as well as the northern vestibule were built and
probably the tower was made higher (Fig. 3, 7).

The scope of transformations including the southern
facade of the body was possible to be identified in the
southern corner of the western facade and on the section
of four bays (counting from the west) of the southern
facade. At the edge of the facade, a lancet window with
jambs and widths reaching 2 m at the edges was noticed.
On its southern side, there were relics of two lancet nich-
es with a depth of 1/2 brick and a width of 70 cm, of
which the nearest to the opening was preserved in its
entirety, and from the next one the northern edge is visi-
ble. This layout had its continuation from the southern
side, where two niches were recorded (counting from the
west) and a trace of the window opening blocked by the
body buttress in the years 1474—1488. The trace of the
vertical edges of the next niche was found just behind the
buttress. Below the window of the present second bay, an
emerging foundation of eratics was inventoried and regu-
lar facing above it. Both of these elements indicate the
location of the buttress separating the first of the chapels
in this place. The trace of the next niche is visible in front
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Jeszcze zapewne w 2. potowie XIV w. kosciot potaczo-
no z zabudowaniami klasztoru magdalenek znajdujacymi
si¢ po potudniowej stronie §wiatyni. Na wysokos$ci obec-
nego czwartego przesta korpusu (liczac od zachodu) roz-
pieto pomigdzy oboma budynkami ganek oparty zapewne
na co najmniej trzech arkadach, z ktérych zachowana jest
potnocna z filarem i fragmentami $cian korytarza w rejo-
nie obecnego Karceru. Jego budowa spowodowata roz-
biérke przypory pomigdzy wschodnig a srodkowa kaplica
z okoto potowy XIV w. (il. 4, 8a, b).

Ganek zatozono na arkadach o rozpigtosci okoto 2,8 m,
wysokos$ci prawie 2 m i t¢ku grubosci 1,5 cegly o wykro-
ju poélkolistym, opartych na filarach o wymiarach okoto
3,2x2,2 m. Sciany korytarza o grubosci 1 cegly i wyso-
kosci okoto 2,5 m zwienczono gzymsem. Na $cianach
oparto sklepienie odcinkowe oraz nakryto dwuspadowym
dachem, ktdérego zarys widoczny jest na elewacji potu-
dniowej w rejonie Ogrojca (il. 4).

Prawdopodobnie w potowie XV w. podwyzszono wieze
0 6,8 m — do poziomu prawie 33 m nad terenem. We wng-
trzu zalozono dwa stropy: dolny na poziomie +26,2 oraz
gorny na poziomie +31,0 m. Dolne pomieszczenie oswie-
tlato jedno ostrotuczne okno od strony potudniowej, a na
gornym zlokalizowano kondygnacj¢ obronng. Mury
obwodowe o grubosci okoto 90 cm otrzymaty blankowa-
nie z prze§witami o wymiarach od 120 do 130 cm wyso-
kosci 1 od 80 do 85 cm szerokos$ci. Rozmieszczono je po
5 na kazdej z elewacji w rozstawie od 75 do 80 cm, a pa-
rapety zatozono okoto 80 cm nad poziomem stropu. Naj-
prawdopodobniej wiezg wienczyt hetm, na co wskazuje
zachowana gtadka spoina oraz brak zniszczen wewnetrz-
nego lica.

Zapewne realizacja obecnego halowego korpusu wraz
z prezbiterium mogla mie¢ miejsce migdzy pozarem mia-
sta w 1473 r. a oblgzeniem Szprotawy przez wojska krola
Macieja Korwina w 1488 r. [8, s. 99]*. Wzniesiono wtedy
trojnawowy, siedmioprzestowy korpus halowy o szeroko-
sci 17 m 1 dhlugos$ci 42,5 m, bez wydzielonego prezbite-
rium z wielobocznym obejéciem choru (il. 5, 8a, b).

Rozpoczynajac budowe, rozebrano prezbiterium i po-
hudniows $ciang nawy z 2. potowy XIII w. wraz ze $cia-
nami wydzielajacymi zespot trzech kaplic wzniesionych
okoto potowy XIV w. Pozostawione mury obwodowe pod-
Wyzszono po stronie pétnocnej o okoto 8,5 m. Nowa partig,
co widoczne jest w rejonie kaplicy Swietego Krzyza,
zakomponowano z gzymsem na poziomie dolnych kra-
wedzi poszurdw przypor, a w gornej czgéci z tynkowang
ptycing fryzowa i kamiennym gzymsem okapnikowym.
Korpus od potudnia podwyzszono o okoto 7,6 m, wprowa-
dzajac tylko dwa gorne elementy — tj. plycing fryzowa
i kamienny gzyms, oraz wzmocniono dostawionymi w linii
przgset wnetrza skarpami: dwoma prostopadtymi od pot-
nocy i zapewne czterema od potudnia. Pozostawiono

4 Podobny uktad halowy ma kosciét §w. Katarzyny Aleksandryj-
skiej w Gorze z lat 1457-1552 [26, s. 89, 90]. Zachowany w kosciele
szprotawskim rysunek zeber sklepiennych jest podobny do wykonanych
po 1498 r. w kosciele pofranciszkanskim w Brzegu [31], z lat 1515—
1520 w kosciele poaugustianskim w Zaganiu [26, s. 276], a takze w ko$-
ciele §w. Jerzego w Dzierzoniowie z lat 1555-1556 [14].

of the third buttress of the body. The range of the wall was
possible to be noticed in the area of the former Solitary
Confinement Cell and Altar of Repose, where a trace of
another broken buttress was found (Fig. 8a, b).

The location of buttresses and a window opening on
the southern side indicates the construction of at least
three-bay vaulted structure with dimensions of approxi-
mately 6 X 23 m, housing three chapels. The rich compo-
sition of their facades consisted of regularly spaced
splayed lancet windows with ceramic tracery and lancet
niches which were designed on smooth planes of walls.

On the northern side of the nave, at the eastern facade
of the tower, and in front of the entrance on the axis of
Zaulek Koscielny (Kirchgasse), a vestibule was erected.
It had a plan similar to a square with a side length of about
5 m. It was covered with a cross-ribbed vault. Pear profile
ribs with the so-called “cube” spread to cantilevers in the
form of apotropaic masks — the key was decorated with
a bearded human face (God the Father?). In connection
with the construction of the vestibule, the window on the
eastern facade in the tower basement was blocked. Proba-
bly due to the damage to the copula the repair works were
carried out in it. The brickwork jambs of the window
niches were made on the highest stone storey (level 11.3 m
above the terrain) and it was increased by two floors with
a total height of about 7.8 m. The brickwork (only one
side of brick) smooth facades were decorated with two
floors of plastered lancet blind windows which were sep-
arated by a frieze panel. In the upper belt in the middle
one the windows were set (Fig. 7). The texture of the face
was emphasised by carefully developed grout, i.e. hori-
zontal — flat undercut at the bottom, and vertical — flat
with a scratch.

Still probably in the second half of the 14™ century, the
church was connected with the buildings of the Madeleine
convent which was located on the southern side of the
church. At the height of the present fourth bay of the body
(counting from the west), there was a vestibule between
the two buildings, which was supported by at least three
arcades, the northern of which is preserved with the pillar
and fragments of the corridor walls in the area of the pre-
sent Solitary Confinement Cell. Its construction resulted in
the demolition of the buttresses between the eastern and
central chapels from around the middle of the 14™ century
(Fig. 4, 8a, b).

A porch was founded on arcades with a span of about
2.8 m, a height of almost 2 m and a semi-circular arch of
a 1.5 cm thick brick, supported by pillars with dimensions
of about 3.2 x2.2 m. The walls of the corridor with
a thickness of 1 brick and a height of about 2.5 m were
crowned with a cornice. The walls supported a sectional
vault and were covered with a gable roof, the outline of
which is visible on the southern facade in the region of
Gethsemane (Fig. 4).

Probably in the middle of the 15t century, the tower
was raised by 6.8 m, i.e. to a level of almost 33 m above
the terrain. Two ceilings were set in the interior, i.e. the
lower one on the level of +26.2 and the upper one on the
level of +31.0 m. The lower room was lighted by one
lancet window from the south, and on the upper one the
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i nadmurowano przypory narozne nawy z 2. potowy XIII w.
(il. 1). Poszerzono takze skarp¢ w narozu potudniowo-
-zachodnim. Od potudnia umieszczono w osiach przgset
trzy ostrotuczne okna. W zwigzku z ich wykonaniem za-
murowano wngki i otwory dawnych kaplic z pozostawie-
niem trzech: dwoch od potudnia i jednej od zachodu. Bez
okna uksztattowano skrajne zachodnie przgsto, gdzie w dol-
nej partii pod zablokowanym oknem wprowadzono wejscie
nakryte tekiem odcinkowym. Przgsto to doswietlato pozo-
stawione na skraju elewacji zachodniej okno dawnej ka-
plicy. W zwigzku z wprowadzeniem nowego uktadu wnet-
rza rozebrano takze przypor¢ pomiedzy pierwsza a druga
kaplica.

W miejsce choru z 2. potowy XIII w. wzniesiono nowy
— zamkniety od wschodu dziewigcioma bokami szesna-
stoboku. Jego elewacje opigto regularnie rozmieszczony-
mi trojuskokowymi przyporami. W dwoch przestach od
potudnia oraz w szesciu tworzacych zamkniecie wschod-
nie zakomponowano ostroluczne wysokie okna. Odstonig-
ty fragment maswerku w oknie na osi ottarza wskazuje,
ze wykonano je z kamienia o podziale na trzy przeswity.
Od potudnia, w przesle wschodnim, na osi wejscia potnoc-
nego umieszczono otwor drzwiowy ujety w dwuramien-
ny profilowany portal. Poprzedzata go kruchta nakryta
sklepieniem krzyzowym o zebrach o wykroju dwuwkles-
kowym opartych na graniastych wspornikach. Otwierata
si¢ ona ostrotuczng arkada rozpigta pomiedzy przyporami
(il. 5, 8a, b).

Elewacje uksztaltowano na cokole o wklestym kamien-
nym profilu. Powyzej umieszczono gzyms okapnikowy
tworzacy dolny uskok na przyporach i krawegdz parapetu
okien. Pas pod gzymsem wienczacym wypehita tynko-
wana plycina fryzowa rozdzielona w kazdym przgsle,
w pasie nad poszurem przypory (il. 5).

Whngtrze uksztattowano w uktadzie trojnawowym, ha-
lowym, siedmioprzestowym. W linii dawnej §ciany potu-
dniowej nawy z 2. potowy XIII w. wzniesiono rzad sied-
miu filaréw, z ktorych ostatni prawdopodobnie ustawiono
na potudniowo-wschodnim narozniku prezbiterium.
Drugi rzad umieszczono w osi dawnej nawy. Par¢ ostat-
nich (wschodnich) przesunig¢to o mniej wigcej 1 m do osi
kosciota, tworzac zamknigcie choru. Wngtrze podzielone
zostato na trzy nawy, z ktorych srodkowa miata szerokos¢
prawie 5,5 m, a boczne 4,3 (pétnocna) i 4,0 m (potudnio-
wa). O$mioboczne filary rozmieszczono w rozstawie co
3,5-4,3 m. Otrzymaly one dwuwklgskowe bazy wymuro-
wane z ksztaltek ceramicznych formowanych przed
wypatem. Lico opracowano starannie z ptaska spoing
z rysa. Na filarach rozpigto ostrotuczne uskokowe arkady.
Powyzej fgkow wymodelowano opory, w ktorych oparto
sklepienie. W nawie gldwnej uksztattowano je jako kolebe
z poprzecznymi lunetami, a w bocznych — jako krzyzowe.
Sklepienia otrzymaty dekoracj¢ zebrowa sptywajaca na
wsporniki graniaste lub z maskami (we wschodnim prze-
sle choru oraz w skrajnym zachodnim, w korpusie).
W nawie glownej 1 bocznych zalozono uktad sieciowy,
w chorze — tréjpodporowy na trzech trojkatach, a w obej-
sciu krzyzowy, trojpodporowy oraz mieszany krzyzowo-
-trojpodporowy. W przesle na osi wejs¢ bocznych uksztat-
towano otwor w sklepieniu (tzw. himmelloch) (il. 2a, b).

defensive storey was located. Perimeter walls which were
about 90 cm thick received blanking with clearances from
120 to 130 cm in height and from 80 to 85 cm in width.
There were five of them on each of the facades at a spac-
ing of 75 to 80 cm, and the window sills were placed
about 80 cm above the ceiling level. Most probably, the
tower was crowned with a copula, as indicated by the pre-
served smooth grout and the lack of damages to the inter-
nal face.

Probably the implementation of the present hall body
with the presbytery could have taken place between the
fire of the city in 1473 and the siege of Szprotawa by the
army of King Matthias Corvinus in 1488 [8, p. 99] 4. At
that time, a one-nave and two-aisled, seven-bay hall body
which was 17 m wide and of 42.5 m long was erected
with no separate presbytery with a polygonal passage of
the gallery (Fig. 5, 8a, b).

When the construction began, the presbytery and the
southern wall of the aisle from the second half of the 13t
century along with the walls separating a complex of
three chapels built around the mid-14th century were
demolished. The left perimeter walls were raised on the
northern side by about 8.5 m. A new part, which is visible
in the area of the Holy Cross Chapel, was designed with
a cornice at the level of the bottom edges of the buttress
foundations, and in the upper part with a plastered frieze
and a dripstone cornice. From the south, the body was
raised by about 7.6 m and two upper elements were intro-
duced, i.e. a frieze panel and a stone cornice and then it
was reinforced by escarpments added along the interior
span line, i.e. two perpendicular ones from the north and
most probably four from the south. The corner buttresses
of the nave from the second half of the 13t century were
left and raised (Fig. 1). The escarpment was also widened
in the south-western corner. From the south, three lancet
windows were set in the axes of bays. In connection with
their construction, the niches and openings of the former
chapels were walled up, except for the following three:
two from the south and one from the west. The extreme
western bay was formed without a window and in its
lower part under the blocked window an entrance covered
with a segmented arch was made. This bay illuminated
the window of the former chapel, which was left at the
edge of the western facade. In connection with the intro-
duction of a new interior layout, the buttress between the
first and the second chapel was also demolished.

In the place of the gallery from the second half of the
13t century, a new one was erected, which was closed
from the east by means of the nine sides of the sixteenth-
side polygon. Its facades were lined with regular three-
bay buttresses with splayed jambs. In two bays from the
south and in the six which form the eastern closure, high

4 St Catherine of Alexandria Church in Géra from the years
1457-1552 has a similar hall layout [26, pp. 89, 90]. The drawing of the
vaulted ribs, which was preserved in the Szprotawa Church, is similar to
those made after 1498 in the post-Franciscan church in Brzeg [31], from
the years 1515-1520 in the post-Augustinian church in Zagan [26,
p. 276] as well as in St George Church in Dzierzoniow from the years
1555-1556 [14].
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Przy kruchcie potnocnej w dwoch przestach zaplanowa-
no budowe prawdopodobnie kaplicy — otwierajacej si¢ do
wnetrza parg ostrolucznych arkad o tekach uskokowych.
Zachowane sa one na poziomie obecnego strychu nad
zakrystig. W jej zasiggu przewidziano budoweg dwoch
$cian, dla ktérych powigzania wypuszczono strzgpia w kie-
runku pétnocnym. Pomigdzy arkadami uksztaltowano
waski filar wspierajacy Sciane i sptyw sklepienia nawy
bocznej. Powyzej tgkow przygotowano takze opory pod
sklepienia. Na etapie realizacji projekt ten zarzucono, lo-
kalizujac tu dwukondygnacyjng brytg mieszczacg zakrys-
tie 1 zapewne lozg kolatorska (7). W miejsce wysokich
arkad wprowadzono dwa ostrotuczne okna o obnizonych
w stosunku do pierwotnych tekach, ktore do§wietlity gorne
pomieszczenie. Na obu poziomach zatozono dwa przesta
sklepien krzyzowo-zebrowych rozdzielonych szerszym
zebrem. Sptywy w zakrystii oparto na wspornikach grania-
stych, a na pigtrze — o formie masek fantazyjnych maszka-
ronow. W zwiazku z nadbudowa kruchty w przestrzeni nad
nig zatozono sklepienie krzyzowe bezzebrowe (il. 8a, b).

Zasieg bryty obecnej zakrystii skorygowano podczas
budowy muréw obwodowych, wznoszac jej Sciang wschod-
nig w linii pétnoc—potudnie oraz nadbudowujac pigtro nad
kruchtg potnocng. Elewacje otrzymaty cokot z kamiennym
wklestym profilem — analogicznym jak w obejsciu choru.
Od ponocy w linii zebra rozdzielajacego umieszczono
lizeng. Elewacje o skromnej dekoracji tworzyly w parterze
waskie prostokatne okna z kamiennymi obramieniami
—dwa od pdtnocy oraz jedno nieco szersze od wschodu. Na
pietrze wydzielonym od potnocy ptycing fryzowa i od
wschodu kamiennym gzymsem okapnikowym umieszczo-
no ostrotuczne okna o rozglifionych osciezach. Na dtuzszej
elewacji ze wzgledu na nadbudowg kruchty wprowadzono
trzy okna zakomponowane osiowo, a od wschodu — jedno.
Bryle nakryto dachem pulpitowym opartym na $cianie kor-
pusu, ponizej ptyciny fryzowe;j.

Zmieniono takze wystrdj elewacji zachodniej. O mnie;j
wigcej 2/3 wysokosci skrocono gorng partie trojkatne-
go szczytu kosciota z 2. potowy XIII w. Na calej szeroko-
sci fasady, obejmujacej takze fragment podwyzszonej
Sciany w zasiggu nawy potudniowej, zatozono nowy
szczyt o nieznanym obecnie uktadzie — by¢ moze uskoko-
wym lub uskokowo-trojkatnym (?)°. Na jego kompozycje
sktadaly si¢ blendy ostrotuczne i prostokatne, czteropolo-
we dzielone krzyzem tacinskim, utozone zapewne w dwoch
pasach pomigdzy poziomymi plycinami. Najnizsza kon-
dygnacje¢ podkreslat fryz obejmujacy niemal calg szero-
kos¢ elewacji. Powyzej umieszczono regularnie rozsta-
wionych jedenascie blend, z ktorych dwie skrajne byly
zapewne prostokatne. Kolejne dwie uksztaltowano jako
ostroluczne z tynkowang prostokatng blenda czteropolowa
w tle, a pozostale siedem o analogicznym uktadzie uformo-
wano jako wyzsze (il. 1). Drugg kondygnacj¢ wydzielono
ptycing fryzowa. Zakomponowano w niej blendy w co
najmniej siedmiu osiach. W skrajnych umieszczono nieco
nizsze o wykroju niemal potkolistym, a powyzej nich —

5 Rekonstrukcja pierwotnego ukladu szczytu jest utrudniona ze
wzgledu na duzy zasigg przemurowan z potowy XIX w.

lancet windows were designed. The revealed fragment of
the tracery in the window on the altar axis indicates that
they were made of stone with a division into three clear-
ances. From the south, in the eastern bay, on the axis of
the northern entrance, there is a door opening enclosed in
a two-armed profiled portal. It was preceded by a vesti-
bule covered with a cross vault with two-concave ribs
supported by angular cantilevers. It opened to a lancet
arcade between buttresses (Fig. 5, 8a, b).

The facades were shaped on a plinth with a concave
stone profile. Above, there was a dripstone cornice which
formed the bottom splay on the buttresses and the edge of
window sill. The strip under the crowning cornice was
filled with a plastered frieze panel which was separated in
each bay in the strip over the buttress base (Fig. 5).

The interior was shaped in a one-nave, two-aisled, hall,
and seven-bay layout. In the line of the former southern
wall of the aisle from the second half of the 13t century,
a row of seven pillars was erected, the last of which was
probably placed on the south-eastern corner of the presby-
tery. The second row was situated in the axis of the former
nave. The last pair (eastern) was moved by approximately
1 m to the axis of the church, forming a closure of the
gallery. The interior was divided into one nave and two
aisles, the central of which was almost 5.5 m wide, and
the side ones of 4.3 (northern) and 4.0 m (southern).
Octagonal pillars were built every 3.5—4.3 m. They had
two-concave bases made of ceramic fittings formed
before the burning. The face was carefully developed
with flat grout with a scratch. On the pillars, there were
lancet arcades with splayed jambs. Above the arches the
springs of the vaults were made which supported the
vault. In the main nave they were shaped as a barrel vault
with transverse lunettes, whereas in the aisles — as a cross
vault. The vaults had a ribbed decoration with volutes
going down on angular supports or with masks (in the
eastern bay of the gallery and in the extreme western,
in the body). In the nave and in the aisles a network sys-
tem was set, in the gallery — three-support on three trian-
gles, and in the passage, it was cross, three-support and
mixed cross-three-support. In the bay on the axis of side
entrances, a hole in the vault was formed (the so-called
himmelloch) (Fig. 2a, b).

At the northern vestibule, probably a chapel was planned
to be built in two bays — opening to the interior with a pair
of lancet arcades with arches with splayed jambs. They are
preserved at the level of the present attic over the sacristy.
Within its area, the construction of two walls was planned,
for the connection of which special toothings were made
towards the north. Between the arcades, a narrow pillar
supporting the wall and the volute of the vault of the aisle
was formed. Above the arches there were also springs of
the vaults. At the implementation stage, this project was
abandoned and a two-storey structure housing the sacristy
and probably a founder’s and patron’s lodge (?) was locat-
ed there. In place of high arcades, two lancet windows,
which were lowered in relation to the original arches were
introduced and lighted the upper room. At both levels,
two bays of cross-ribbed vaults were built and separated
by a wider rib. Volutes in the sacristy were supported by
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zapewne par¢ okulusow (obecnie zachowane sa dwa
wewngetrzne). Para kolejnych otrzymata wykrdj ostrotucz-
ny. W nich umieszczono tynkowane wngki czteropolowe,
a powyzej poziome nawigzujace do uktadu plyciny fryzo-
wej. Powyzej uksztattowano zapewne prostokatng wngke
— obecnie czesciowo zachowang. Blendy w trzech pozo-
statych osiach zakomponowano podobnie, cho¢ nie mozna
wykluczy¢, ze sSrodkowa mogta by¢ wyzsza. Umieszczono
w nich po dwie prostokatne, czteropolowe wngki z krzy-
zem lacinskim, ktére rozdzielaty poziome plyciny zatozo-
ne na tej samej wysokos$ci co w osiach opisanych powyzej.
Nieznana pozostaje dekoracja okonturowania. Do wymu-
rowania krawedzi blend i ptycin wystroju architektonicz-
nego szczytu uzyto prostych cegiet (il. 1).

Po przebudowie $cian korpusu i prezbiterium u schyt-
ku XV w. dostawiono do niego trzy kaplice: od potudnia
w osi przesta zachodniego choru przy kruchcie — Matki
Boskiej Bolesnej, w korpusie, w trzecim od zachodu —
Mgki Panskiej oraz od péinocy po zachodniej stronie wiezy
— Swietokrzyska.

Dwie pierwsze uksztaltowano jako niewielkie bryty.
Umieszczono je pomigdzy przyporami, wykorzystanymi
jako $ciany boczne. W kaplicy Meki Panskiej $ciany bocz-
ne przedhuzono ku potudniu, tworzac wnetrze o wymia-
rach okoto 3 x4,5 m, otwierajace si¢ ostrotuczng arkada
do korpusu. Prawdopodobnie zatozono w nim sklepienie
krzyzowe. Kaplice doswietlono duzym oknem w $cianie
potudniowej nakrytym t¢kiem odcinkowym grubosci
cegly. Po jego wschodniej stronie zlokalizowano niewiel-
kie wejscie o wykroju odcinkowym. W jego nadprozu
uzyto dwodch tekéw o grubosci 1/2 cegly. Wystrdj elewa-
cji sktadat si¢ z cokotu o prostym profilu oraz gzymsu
ceglanego bedacego podstawa dachu pulpitowego nakry-
wajacego brylte.

Podobny uktad otrzymata kaplica Matki Boskiej Bo-
lesnej. Jej Sciang potudniowa, z oknem doswietlajacym,
zatozono w jednej linii z elewacja kruchty. Wzniesiono ja
na planie prostokata o wymiarach wnetrza 2,5%5,5 m
i zapewne miala sklepienie krzyzowe. Wejscie od strony
korpusu przebito w $cianie obwodowe] ponizej okna
i uksztattowano w formie ostrotucznej arkady. Prawdo-
podobnie wienczyt ja dach pulpitowy.

Najwigksza z kaplic zrealizowanych pod koniec XV
lub na poczatku XVI w., pw. Swictego Krzyza, powstata
przy zachodniej elewacji wiezy. W zwiazku z jej budowa
rozebrano przypore zatozong w osi filarow miedzy dru-
gim a trzecim przestem korpusu (liczac od zachodu)®.
Zatozono ja na rzucie zblizonym do kwadratu o wymia-
rach wnetrza 6,9 x 6,7 m i nakryto sklepieniem o niezna-
nym uktadzie zeber. Dostep do niej umozliwiaty dwa wejs-
cia: od strony korpusu przebite w murze obwodowym
o nieznanym wykroju oraz drugie od poinocy o formie
dwoch ostrotucznych arkad opartych na srodkowym fila-
rze. Jego oscieza uksztattowano jako rozglifione i otynko-
wano. Wysokie wnetrze doswietlaty dwa ostrotuczne
okna po jednym od pétnocy i zachodu.

6 Slad po rozebranej skarpie widoczny jest na poziomie strychu
nad kaplica.

angular cantilevers, whereas on the first floor — in the
form of fancy masks of mascarons. In connection with the
superstructure of the vestibule, a cross non-ribbed vault
was built in the space above it (Fig. 8a, b).

The range of the body of the present sacristy was cor-
rected during the construction of the perimeter walls,
erecting its eastern wall in the north-south line and adding
a floor over the northern vestibule. Facades received
a plinth with a stone concave profile — analogous to the
passage of the gallery. From the north, a pilaster strip was
placed in the line of the separating rib. On the ground
floor, facades with simple decoration formed narrow rec-
tangular windows with stone frames, i.e. two from the
north and one slightly wider from the east. On the first
floor, which was separated from the north by a frieze
panel and from the east by a dripstone cornice, there were
lancet windows with splayed jambs. On the longer facade,
due to the superstructure of the vestibule, three axially
designed windows were introduced, and one from the
east. The body was covered with a mono-pitched roof
supported by the body wall below the frieze panel.

The western facade decoration was also changed. The
upper part of the triangular gable of the church from the
second half of the 13t century was shortened by about
2/3 of the height. A new gable of a currently unknown
layout — perhaps with splayed jambs or splayed-triangular
one (?) was constructed on the entire width of the facade,
including also a fragment of the raised wall within the
southern aisle’. Its design consisted of lancet and rectan-
gular, four-segmented with Latin cross blind windows,
probably arranged in two stripes separated by horizontal
panels. The lowest storey was made by a panel covering
almost the entire width of the facade. Above it there were
regularly situated eleven blind windows, the extreme two
of which were probably rectangular. The next two were
shaped as lancet ones with plastered rectangular four-field
in the background blind windows, whereas the other
seven with the analogous layout were formed as higher
(Fig. 1). The second storey was separated by a frieze panel.
In it blinds windows in at least seven axes were designed.
In the extreme ones there were slightly lower almost
semi-circular ones and above them — probably a few ocu-
luses (currently two inner ones are preserved). A pair of
the next ones received a lancet shape. In them, four-field
plastered niches were placed and above it a horizontal one
referring to the frieze panel layout. Above, probably a rec-
tangular niche was formed — currently partially preserved.
The blind windows in the other three axes were designed
similarly, although it cannot be ruled out that the middle
one could have been higher. Two rectangular, four-field
niches with a Latin cross were placed in each of them,
which resulted in separating horizontal panels set at the
same height as in the axes described above. The decora-
tion of the contour remains unknown. Simple bricks were
used to build the edges of blind windows and panels of
the gable architectural decoration (Fig. 1).

5 The reconstruction of the original gable layout is difficult due to
the large extent of the rebuilding in the middle of the 19™ century.
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Bryle wzmocniono narozng przypora z potkolista
wneka dostawiong przekatniowo juz na etapie realizacji
w pétocno-zachodnim narozniku. Jej dolng parti¢ pota-
czono na wkute strzepia z naroznikiem kaplicy. Od za-
chodu wzniesiono szczyt o nieznanym uktadzie (usko-
kowy?) z dekoracja sktadajaca si¢ z ptyciny fryzowej oraz
co najmniej dwoch paséw prostokatnych, czteropolowych
wnek dzielonych krzyzem tacinskim. Prawdopodobnie
w najnizszym bylo pig¢ wnek z szersza srodkowa, z kto-
rych zachowaly si¢ cztery. Kolejny pas tworzyly zapewne
cztery, z ktorych uchwycono fragmenty dwodch. Warto
wspomnieé, ze do wymurowania krawedzi blend oraz
ptyciny uzyto cegiet. Mozna przypuscié, ze tlo wnek oraz
ptyciny byto tynkowane.

Realizacje Ogrojca, Ciemnicy i choru zakonnic mozna
osadzi¢, zgodnie z zapiskami zrédlowymi, w 1516 r. [4,
s. 1]. Wzdhuz potudniowej elewacji kosciota, miedzy
kaplicami Matki Boskiej Bolesnej i Meki Panskiej wznie-
siono dwuprzestowa dwukondygnacyjng przybudowke
o planie zblizonym do prostokata o wymiarach w obrysie
zewngtrznym 6,8 x 18,6 m. Jej czg$¢ wschodnig, do kruch-
ty poludniowej wypetnial Ogréjec. Pod arkada ganka
w zalomie miedzy nim a kaplica M¢ki Panskiej zlokali-
zowano natomiast Ciemnice (il. 4, 8a, b).

Ogrojec wzniesiono, wykorzystujac w przyziemiu mury
kaplicy Matki Boskiej Bolesnej i kruchty potudniowej,
a takze ganka Iaczacego kosciot z klasztorem magdalenek.
Wzdhiz potudniowej elewacji kaplicy i kruchty dostawio-
no dwuprzestowy podcien o planie wydtuzonego prostoka-
ta o wymiarach 4,3 x 12,9 m otwierajacy si¢ od wschodu
— jedng, a poludnia — dwoma ostrotucznymi arkadami.
Nakryto go dwuprzgstowym sklepieniem o zréznicowa-
nym rysunku zeber: na osi wejscia krzyzowym, a przy ka-
plicy — sieciowym. Na pietrze ulokowano lozg (chor za-
konnic) otwierajaca si¢ do wnetrza prezbiterium dwoma
ostrolucznymi arkadami uskokowymi. Powstaty one po-
przez rozkucie dwodch okien. Jednoprzestrzenne wngtrze
o$wietlaty dwa ostrotuczne okna od potudnia. Od wschodu
na elewacji uksztattowano wneke o wykroju oslego feku.
Wnetrze zapewne nakryto dwuprzestowym sklepieniem
krzyzowym’. Dostep na pietro wprost z nawy bocznej
umozliwiaty waskie ceglane schody wcisnigte miedzy Scia-
n¢ boczng kruchty a ganek. Elewacja otrzymata detal, na
ktory ztozyty si¢ kamienny gzyms okapnikowy na $cianie
potudniowej, wspomniana juz wngka nakryta tekiem o for-
mie oslego grzbietu na §cianie wschodniej oraz druga —
z Iekiem odcinkowym na skraju tej samej Sciany (il. 5, 8a).

Po zachodniej stronie ganka zlokalizowano Ciemni-
c¢ oraz Karcer. Uksztaltowano je, wykorzystujac arkade
i filar ganka, a takze $cian¢ boczna kaplicy Meki Pan-
skiej, oraz wznoszac nowg §cian¢ w narozniku potudnio-
wo-zachodnim. Wnetrze Ciemnicy nakryto sklepieniem
kolebkowym. W narozu nowo wzniesionej §ciany wpro-
wadzono niewielkg wiezyczke. Lico $ciany potudniowe;j
wysuni¢to za pomoca schodkowych uskokéow w kolej-
nych warstwach muru ceglanego.

7 Obecne sklepienie powstalo w baroku, zapewne po pozarze
w 1706 r. Osadzono je w gotyckich oporach.

After the reconstruction of the walls of the body and
presbytery at the end of the 15™ century, three chapels
were added to it, i.e. Our Lady of Sorrows on the south in
the bay axis of the western gallery next to the vestibule,
then in the body in the third from the west — Passion of
Jesus Chapel and from the north on the west side of the
tower — Swietokrzyska Chapel.

The first two were shaped as small forms. They were
placed between the buttresses using them as side walls.
In the Passion of Jesus Chapel, the side walls were
extended towards the south, creating an interior measur-
ing approximately 3 x4.5 m and opening to the body by
a lancet arcade. Probably a cross vault was built in it. The
chapel was lighted with a large window in the southern
wall, which was covered with a 1-brick thick sectional
arch. On its eastern side, a small entrance with a sectional
pattern was located. In its lintel, two 1/2 brick thick arch-
es were used. The facade decoration consisted of a plinth
with a simple profile and a brick cornice being the base of
the mono-pitched roof covering the body.

Our Lady of Sorrows Chapel had a similar layout. Its
southern wall along with a lighting window was set in one
line with the vestibule facade. It was constructed on a rec-
tangular plan with the interior dimension of 2.5%5.5 m
and it probably had a ribbed vault. The entrance from the
body side was made in the perimeter wall below the win-
dow and shaped in the form of a lancet arcade. Probably
it was crowned with a mono-pitched roof.

The largest of the chapels, which was realised at the
end of the 15" or at the beginning of the 16™ century, i.e.
the Holy Cross Chapel, was constructed at the western
facade of the tower. In connection with its construction,
the buttress which was founded in the axis of pillars
between the second and third bay of the body was pulled
down (counting from the west) °. It was founded on a plan
similar to a square with the interior dimensions of
6.9 x6.7 m and covered with a vault with an unknown
layout of ribs. Access to it was made possible by two
entrances, i.e. from the side of the body made in the
perimeter wall of an unknown shape and the second from
the north shaped in the form of two lancet arcades which
were supported by the central pillar. Its jambs were shaped
as milled and plastered. The high interior was lit by two
lancet windows one from the north and one from the west.

The body was reinforced with a corner buttress with
a semi-circular niche which was added diagonally already
at the implementation stage in the north-western corner.
Its lower part was connected to the chapel’s corner by
means of inserted toothings. On the west there was a gable
with an unknown layout (with splayed jambs?) with a dec-
oration consisting of a frieze panel and at least two rectan-
gular strips, four-field niches divided by a Latin cross,
was. Probably in the lowest one there were five niches
with one wider in the middle and only four were pre-
served. The next strip probably consisted of four and
the fragments of two of them were preserved. It is worth

6 The trace after the demolished escarpment is visible at the level
of the attic above the chapel.
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Niewielkie zmiany przeprowadzono w przyziemiu
wiezy w okresie renesansu, zapewne w 2. potowie XVI w.
Przewe¢zono wtedy zachodnie oscieze otworu wejscio-
Wwego z nawy.

Dla rozwazan o architekturze koSciota wazne sg dwa
pozary, ktore niemal doszczgtnie strawily miasto: pierw-
szy z 19 czerwca 1672 r. oraz drugi z 23 czerwca 1702 r.
[8, s. 99]. Szczegolnie dotkliwy byt pierwszy — zniszcze-
niu uleglo niemal cate wyposazenie $wiatyni, ocalata
jedynie zakrystia [10, s. 219]. Zapisy w ksiggach wydat-
kéw parafii z lat 1672—-1676 zawieraja nazwiska rze-
mie$lnikéw zatrudnionych przy odbudowie [32, sygn.
867]. Architektem nadzorujacym prace w koSciele byt
mistrz Dawid. Adam Tietze kierowat robotami ciesielski-
mi przy odbudowie wi¢zb dachowych korpusu, kaplic
i nowego barokowego helmu wiezy.

Z dokumentow archiwalnych wynika, ze po 1672 r.
zamurowano istniejgce wejscie zachodnie prowadzace
przez ostrotuczny portal. Prawdopodobnie zablokowano
takze znajdujacy si¢ powyzej okulus. Réwnoczesnie prze-
bito nowe wejscie, obecnie uzytkowane, na osi nawy
glownej. W skrajnym zachodnim przesle korpusu zatozo-
no chor organowy. Oparto go na igkach wzniesionych
pomiedzy Scianami obwodowymi a filarami migdzyna-
wowymi. Balkon choru wprowadzono w zasiggu zachod-
niego przesta trzech naw. Wejécie w postaci zabiegowych
schodéw umieszczono przy cze¢éciowo zablokowanym
ostrotucznym oknie w elewacji zachodniej (okno kaplicy
z potowy XIV w.).

Kolejne zmiany objety zakrystig, gdzie w miejscu daw-
nej $ciany wschodniej kruchty potnocnej wprowadzono no-
wy podzial, ktory czesciowo przestonit malowidto przedsta-
wiajace $w. Jerzego. Wydzielono takze murowane schody
do pomieszczenia nad zakrystia oraz waski korytarz ta-
czacy ja z kruchta. Przy $cianie prezbiterium powstat nie-
wielki schowek.

Po stronie potudniowej w zasiegu przybudoéwek zmie-
niono artykulacj¢ elewacji. Zamurowano okno i drzwi do
kaplicy Mgki Panskiej. W zwiazku ze zniszczeniem wie-
zyczki przy Karcerze odbudowano jego naroznik i zablo-
kowano przejsécie od strony Ciemnicy.

Wprowadzono takze przeksztalcenia w wiezy. W przy-
ziemiu przebito nowy otwdr wejéciowy od strony kruch-
ty. Rownoczesnie zlikwidowano dotychczasowy od stro-
ny korpusu. Zmieniono réwniez forme¢ zwienczenia.
Zamurowano blankowanie obiegajace koron¢ oraz wznie-
siono $ciang z wydatnym profilowanym gzymsem. Na
niej 1 na konstrukcji drewnianej opartej na $cianach ob-
wodowych zalozono helm o formie koputy z o$miobocz-
ng latarnig z cebulka. W jej szczycie osadzono maszt ze
ztocong gatky i krzyzem. Hetm oraz latarni¢ pokryto bla-
cha (il. 7).

Przebudowe kaplicy Swictego Krzyza zrealizowano
prawdopodobnie w latach 80. XVII w. i objeta ona elewa-
cje oraz wngtrze. Na elewacjach zablokowano istniejace
wejscie od poinocy i oba ostrotuczne okna. W ich miejsce
przebito dwa mniejsze, potkoliste ujete w tynkowe opaski
z rantem. Wnetrze otrzymato nowe sklepienie kolebkowe
z lunetami. Ponadto w naroznikach pétnocnych wymuro-
wano ukos$ne $ciany z potkolistymi niszami (il. 8a, b, 10).

mentioning that bricks were used to shape the edges of the
blind windows and the panel. It can be assumed that the
background of niches and panels was plastered.

The implementation of Gethsemane, the Altar of
Repose, and the nuns’ gallery can be traced back, in
accordance with the source notes, to 1516 [4, p. 1]. Along
the southern facade of the church, between the Our Lady
of Sorrows and Passion of Jesus Chapels, a two-bay and
two-storey extension was erected with a plan similar to
a rectangle with dimensions in the outer contour of
6.8 x 18.6 m. Its eastern part was filled with Gethsemane
up to the southern vestibule. However, under the arcade of
the porch in the curve between it and the Passion of Jesus
Chapel, the Altar of Repose was located (Fig. 4, 8a, b).

Gethsemane was erected with the use of Our Lady of
Sorrows Chapel walls and the southern vestibule walls in
the basement as well as the porch connecting the church
with the convent of Madeleines. Along the southern
facade of the chapel and the vestibule, a two-bay arcade
with an elongated rectangular plan with dimensions of
4.3 x12.9 m was added, which opened from the east with
one and from the south with two lancet arcades. It was
covered with a two-bay vault with a diversified drawing
of ribs, i.e. on the axis of the entrance it was a ribbed vault
and at the chapel the net one. On the first floor there was
a lodge (gallery of nuns) which opened to the presbytery
interior with two lancet arcades with splayed jambs. They
were created by breaking two windows. The single-space
interior was lighted by two lancet windows from the
south. From the east, an ogee niche was shaped on the
facade. The interior was most probably covered with a two-
bay cross vault”. Narrow brick stairs which were wedged
between the side wall of the vestibule and the porch made
it possible to get to the first floor directly from the aisle.
The facade had detail consisting of a stone dripstone cor-
nice on the southern wall, the already mentioned niche
covered with an ogee arch on the eastern wall and the
second one with a sectional arch on the edge of the same
wall (Fig. 5, 8a).

On the western side of the porch, the Altar of Repose
and Solitary Confinement Cell were located. They were
shaped with the use of the arcade and the porch’s pillar as
well as the side wall of the of the Passion of Jesus Chapel,
and by erecting a new wall in the south-western corner.
The interior of the Altar of Repose was covered with
a barrel vault. A small turret was constructed in the corner
of the newly erected wall. The face of the southern wall
was protruded by means of stepped splays which were
shaped in successive layers of the brick wall.

Insignificant changes were carried out in the basement
of the tower during the Renaissance period, probably in
the second half of the 16t century. The western jamb of
the entrance opening from the nave was then narrowed.

For the purposes of our study on the church architec-
ture, two fires which almost completely destroyed the city
were of great importance, i.e. the first took place on June 19,

7 The current vault was constructed in the Baroque period, proba-
bly after the fire in 1706. It was embedded in Gothic springs.
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I1. 10. Szprotawa, kosciét Wniebowzigcia NMP,
widok wnetrza kaplicy Swigtego Krzyza
(fot. A. Legendziewicz)

Fig. 10. Szprotawa, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
the interior view of the Holy Cross Chapel
(photo by A. Legendziewicz)

Zasieg prac wykonanych w XIX w. wyznacza zastoso-
wana cegla maszynowa. Mozna wskaza¢ trzy gltowne
zakresy realizowanych wtedy robot: budowa kruchty
zachodniej, portali od poludnia do Ogroéjca i do kruchty
pdinocnej, naprawa okonturowania szczytu zachodniego
z przyporami oraz zawieszenie dzwonow na wiezy. Reali-
zacja dwoch pierwszych zadan przeprowadzona zostata
zapewne przed 9 wrzesnia 1861 r. — z tego dnia pochodzi
rysunek F. von Quasta przedstawiajacy kosciot w widoku
od zachodu.

Zapewne okoto potowy XIX w. wzniesiono kruchte
przed zachodnim wejsciem do koSciota. Otrzymata ona
plan zblizony do prostokata o wymiarach w obrysie ze-
wnetrznym 3 x 3,9 m. Wejscie od zachodu ujg¢to w ostro-
huczny portal o przecinajacych si¢ profilach. Powyzej
zakomponowano szczyt uskokowy o pigciu ostrotucz-
nych wnegkach. We wngetrzu, o§wietlonym dwoma oknami
ostrotucznymi od pétnocy i potudnia, zatozono sklepienie
krzyzowe o zebrach w uktadzie gwiazdzistym.

Zapewne w podobnym okresie wykonano obramie-
nia wejscia do kruchty pétnocnej z trojkatnym ryzalitem
oraz do Ogrojca w osi kruchty. Pozostate dwa otwory
otrzymatly tynkowe obramienia kostkowe. Zamurowano
takze otwory drzwiowe prowadzace do Ciemnicy oraz ka-
plicy M¢ki Panskiej.

1672 and the other on June 23, 1702 [8, p. 99]. Particu-
larly severe was the first one because nearly all the equip-
ment of the church was destroyed and the only place that
survived was the sacristy [10, p. 219]. Entries in the
expenditure books of the parish from the years 1672—-1676
contain the names of craftsmen employed during the
reconstruction [32, File No. 867]. The architect who
supervised the work in the church was Master David.
A. Tietze managed the carpentry works during the recon-
struction of the roof trusses of the body, chapels, and the
new Baroque copula of the tower.

Archival documents show that after 1672 the existing
western entrance through the lancet portal was bricked
up. Probably the oculus above it was also blocked. At the
same time, a new entrance, currently in use, was made on
the nave axis. An organ gallery was founded in the west-
ernmost bay of the body. It was based on the arches erect-
ed between the perimeter walls and pillars between the
nave and aisles. The gallery balcony was constructed
within the western bay of the nave and aisles. The entrance
in the form of dog-legged stairs was situated at the
partially blocked lancet window in the western facade
(the chapel window from the mid-14t century).

The next changes comprised the sacristy where in the
place of the former eastern wall of the northern vestibule
a new division was introduced which partially obscured
the painting depicting Saint George. There were also
brick stairs leading to a room above the sacristy and a nar-
row corridor connecting it with the vestibule. There was
a small storage space by the presbytery wall.

On the southern side within the area of the annexes, the
facade shape was changed. The window and the door to
the Passion of Jesus Chapel were bricked up. In connec-
tion with the destruction of the turret near the Solitary
Confinement Cell, its corner was rebuilt and the passage
from the Altar of Repose side was blocked.

Transformations were also introduced in the tower.
A new entrance opening was made from the side of the
vestibule. At the same time, the former one was liquidated
from the side of the body. The form of the finial was also
changed. Battlements surrounding the crown were bricked
up and a wall with a prominent profiled cornice was
erected. On it and on a wooden structure based on pe-
rimeter walls, a cover in the form of a copula with an
octagonal lantern with an “onion” was founded. A mast
with a gold-plated knob and a cross was set in its top. The
copula and the lantern were covered with sheet metal
(Fig. 7).

Probably the reconstruction of the Holy Cross Chapel
was realised in the 1880s and it covered the facades and
the interior. On the facades, the existing entrance from the
north and both lancet windows were blocked. In their
place, two smaller ones were made, i.e. semi-circular sur-
rounded by plastered strips with a rim. The interior
received a new barrel vault with lunettes. Moreover, diag-
onal walls with semi-circular niches were built in the
northern corners (Fig. 8a, b, 10).

The scope of the works carried out in the 19t century
is determined by the use of machine brick. Three main
scopes of the works carried out at that time can be
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Prawdopodobnie w tym samym okresie przeprowa-
dzono naprawg elewacji zachodniej. Szczyt obnizono i ro-
zebrano jego pierwotne okonturowanie z niektorymi ele-
mentami wystroju. Zapewne obnizono $rodkowa wneke
do poziomu dwoch sasiadujgcych. W dwoch kolejnych
osiach czegsciowo zablokowano prostokatne blendy i zlik-
widowano skrajne okulusy. Ponizej ptyciny fryzowej czg-
sciowo zablokowano wneki w skrajnych osiach. Przemu-
rowano takze gorne partie uko$nych przypor w narozach
elewacji zachodniej oraz ujmujacych poétnocno-zachod-
nie naroze kaplicy Swietego Krzyza — przy uzyciu charak-
terystycznej mocno wypalonej cegly w odcieniu wisnio-
wobrazowym.

Trzeci etap prac remontowych zrealizowano w trakcie
zawieszania na wiezy zespotu dzwondéw. Na elewacji
zachodniej rozkuto jedno z okien w celu wprowadzenia
dzwonoéw wraz z konstrukcja no$ng. Ostrotuczny otwor
odtworzono z partig lica. We wnetrzu wiezy podwyzszo-
no $cian¢ o mniej wigcej 1,5 m na poziomie +18,4 pod
konstrukcje no$ng. Przemurowano takze fragment trzonu
kamiennego pod uskokiem odsadzki gzymsu (?). Za-
blokowano ptycing fryzowa w zasiggu nadbudowy z poto-
wy XIV w. umieszczonej ponizej trzech ostrolucznych
wnek, ze wzgledu na powigkszenie srodkowego okna.

Na elewacjach wykonano naprawy lica m.in. u podsta-
wy szczytu zachodniego, w zwienczeniu jednej z przypor
naroznych, a takze na elewacji pdinocnej zakrystii.
Ponadto zablokowano wnegki na przyporze naroznej przy
kaplicy Swietokrzyskiej i przy Ogrojcus.

Podsumowanie

Przeprowadzone badania architektoniczne kos$ciota pa-
rafialnego w Szprotawie umozliwily wydzielenie glow-
nych faz przeksztalcen swiatyni. Jej poczatki mozna osa-
dzi¢ w 2. potowie XIII w., kiedy to powstat ztozony
z prostokatnego choru oraz trojprzgstowej nawy kosciot,
z ktérego zachowana jest $ciana zachodnia z portalem
i okulusem, a takze potnocna z oknem z maswerkiem oraz
drugim portalem. Przy poinocnej $cianie w 1. polowie
XIV w. wzniesiono wieze z kaplica w przyziemiu. Okoto
polowy stulecia $wiatyni¢ powigkszono o pas trzech ka-
plic od potudnia i kruchte przed wejSciem pdinocnym.
Wtedy takze podwyzszono wiezg. Druga potowa XIV w.
przyniosta budowe ganka faczacego kosciot z klasztorem.
Kolejne kondygnacje wiezy z blankowaniem pojawity si¢
natomiast okoto potowy XV w. Realizacja obecnego trdj-
nawowego siedmioprzestowego korpusu halowego bez
wydzielonego choru z wielobocznym obejsciem i dwupo-
ziomowa zakrystig nastgpita zapewne w latach 1474—
1488. Prawdopodobnie wtedy zatozono sklepienie siecio-
we we wnetrzu. Po 1488 1. przy elewacjach powstaty trzy
kaplice: od pohocy przy wiezy pw. Swictego Krzyza,
a od potudnia Matki Boskiej Bolesnej i Meki Panskiej.
W 1516 1. zbudowano kaplice: Ogrojec, Ciemnicg i Karcer

8 Nie mozna wykluczyé, ze w tym takze okresie skuto kamienny
gzyms okapnikowy tworzacy dolne uskoki na przyporach oraz krawe-
dzie parapetow okien obejscia prezbiterium.

indicated, i.e. construction of the western vestibule, por-
tals from the south to Gethsemane and the northern vesti-
bule, a repair of the western summit gable contour with
buttresses as well as hanging bells on the tower. The reali-
sation of the first two tasks was probably carried out before
September 9, 1861 — a drawing by F. von Quast depicting
the church seen from the west comes from that day.

Most probably around the mid-19'! century, a vestibule
in front of the western entrance to the church was erect-
ed. It received a plan similar to a rectangle with dimen-
sions in the outer contour of 3 X 3.9 m. The entrance from
the west was enclosed in a lancet portal with intersect-
ing profiles. Above, a gable with splayed jambs and with
five lancet niches was designed. In the interior, which was
lighted by two lancet windows from the north and south,
a cross vault with ribs in the stellar layout was con-
structed.

We can assume that in a similar period the framings of
the entrance to the northern vestibule with a triangular
avant-corps as well as to Gethsemane in the axis of the
vestibule were made. The other two openings received
plaster cube framings. Also, the door openings leading to
the Altar of Repose and the Passion of Jesus Chapel were
bricked up.

Probably the western facade was repaired during the
same period. The gable was lowered, and its original con-
touring was demolished along with some elements of the
decor. It is possible that the central niche was lowered to
the level of the two neighbouring ones. On two successive
axes, rectangular blind windows were partially blocked
and extreme oculuses were removed. Below the frieze
panel the niches on the extreme axes were partially
blocked. The upper parts of diagonal buttresses in the cor-
ners of the western facade and the ones enclosing the
north-western corner of the Holy Cross Chapel were also
changed by using the characteristic strongly burnt brick in
cherry brown colour.

The third stage of renovation works was carried out
during the hanging of the bells on the tower. On the west-
ern facade, one of the windows was enlarged to introduce
bells together with the supporting structure. The lancet
hole was reconstructed with the face part. In the interior
of the tower, the wall was raised by about 1.5 m at the
level of +18.4 under the supporting structure. A fragment
of the stone shaft was also rebricked under the splay of
the cornice step (?). The frieze panel was blocked within
the range of the superstructure from the mid-14t century
which was located below three lancet niches due to the
enlargement of the central window.

On the facades, repairs of the face were carried out,
inter alia, at the base of the western gable, in the finial of
one of the corner buttresses, and also on the facade of the
northern sacristy. Moreover, the niches on the corner but-
tress at Swigtokrzyska Chapel and at Gethsemane were
blocked?.

8 It cannot be ruled out that also in this period a dripstone cornice
was demolished, which formed the lower splayed jambs on buttresses
and the edges of window sills of the presbytery passage.
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oraz lozg dla siostr magdalenek. Nowozytne przeksztat-
cenia doby renesansu objety zwezenie wejscia do wiezy.
W baroku przeksztatcono kaplice Swigtokrzyska, wpro-
wadzajac potkoliste nisze, okna oraz sklepienie kolebko-
we z lunetami. W korpusie przebito obecne wejscie na osi
nawy oraz zatozono chor organowy w zachodnim przesle.
Podwyzszono takze wieze, nakrywajac ja kopulastym
hetmem z przeswitem zwienczonym cebulka. Kruchta
o formach neogotyckich przy fasadzie zachodniej pojawi-
fa si¢ okoto potowy XIX w. Rownolegle wykonano nowe
obramienia wej$¢ do kruchty poéinocnej i potudniowe;,
a takze otworow przy Ogrojcu. Jeszcze przed 1860 r. prze-
prowadzono remont szczytu zachodniego zmieniajacy
jego okonturowanie. Podczas zawieszania nowych dzwo-
néw na wiezy rozkuto jeden z otwordéw okiennych oraz
przelicowano czg¢$¢ elewacji zachodniej i odsadzke wraz
Z gzymsem.

Pomimo wieloetapowych przeksztatcen kosciot zacho-
wat swoja sredniowieczna, poznogotycka forme. Bardzo
interesujacy 1 unikatowy uktad tworza przybudowki
przylegajace do korpusu po stronie potudniowej, a zwig-
zane z Misterium Meki Panskiej (kaplica Matki Boskiej
Bolesnej, Ogrojec, Ciemnica, kaplica M¢ki Panskiej).
Cenny jest zwlaszcza Ogrojec, ktérego wnetrze otwiera-
jace si¢ poprzez dwie ostrotuczne arkady daje mozliwo$é
wgladu wprost z placu przykoscielnego.

Summary

Architectural research, which was carried out on the
parish church in Szprotawa, enabled the separation of the
main phases of the church’s transformation. Its origins
can be traced back to the second half of the 13t century,
when the church was founded and consisted of a rectan-
gular gallery as well as of a three-bay nave. Its western
wall along with the portal and oculus are preserved as
well as the northern one with a window with tracery and
the second portal. At the northern wall in the first half of
the 14t century, a tower with a chapel in the basement
was erected. Around the middle of the century, the church
was enlarged by a belt of three chapels from the south and
a vestibule in front of the northern entrance. At that time
the tower was also made higher. In the second half of the
14th century the construction of a porch which connected
the church with the convent took place. However, the next
floors of the tower with blanking appeared around the
mid-15t century. Undoubtedly, the implementation of the
present one-nave, two-aisled, seven-bay hall structure
without a separate gallery with a polygonal passage and
a two-level sacristy took place in the years 1474—1488.
Probably then, the net vault in the interior was constructed.
After 1488, three chapels were erected near the facades,
i.e. from the north at the Holy Cross Tower and from the
south the Our Lady of Sorrows and Passion of Jesus
Chapels. In 1516, Gethsemane, the Solitary Confinement
Cell and the Altar of Repose Chapels as well as a lodge for
the Madeleine nuns were constructed. Modern transforma-
tions of the Renaissance period included the narrowing of
the entrance to the tower. In the Baroque, the Swigtokrzyska
Chapel was transformed by introducing semi-circular
niches, windows, and a barrel vault with lunettes. In the
body, the present entrance on the axis of the nave was
made and an organ gallery was founded in the western bay.
The tower was also raised and covered with a dome with
a clearance crowned with an “onion” shaped dome. The
vestibule of neo-Gothic forms at the western facade
appeared around the middle of the 19" century. At the
same time, new framing of the entrances to the northern
and southern vestibules was made as well as of the openings
near Gethsemane. Still before 1860, the western gable
was renovated, which changed its contour. When hanging
new bells on the tower, one of the window openings was
broken and some of the western facade as well as the step
along with the cornice got a new face.

Despite the multi-stage transformations, the church has
preserved its medieval late-gothic form. Annexes adjacent
to the body on the southern side, which are connected
with the Mystery of the Passion of the Lord (Our Lady of
Sorrows, Gethsemane, Solitary Confinement Cell, Passion
of Jesus Chapels) form a very interesting and unique lay-
out. Gethsemane, whose interior opening through two
lancet arcades provides an opportunity to view it directly
from the church yard, is particularly valuable.

Translated by
Bogustaw Setkowicz
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W artykule zaprezentowano histori¢ powstania ko$ciota parafialnego w Szprotawie oraz jego przeksztatcenia od XIII do XX w. We wstepie przedsta-
wiono wzmianki zréodlowe oraz dostgpna literaturg przedmiotu — w niewielkim zakresie omawiajaca ewolucj¢ architektury swiatyni. Na podstawie
przeprowadzonych badan architektonicznych i analizy detalu wydzielono najwazniejsze fazy przeksztatcen kosciota. Poczatki budowli osadzono
w 2. potowie XIII w., gdy powstata §wiatynia ztozona z prostokatnego choru oraz trojprzestowej nawy. Zapewne w 1. potowie XIV w. przy poinocne;j
$cianie wzniesiono wiez¢ z kaplica w przyziemiu, a w polowie stulecia korpus rozbudowano od potudnia o trzy kaplice oraz kruchte przed wejsciem
potnocnym. Druga potowa XIV w. to powstanie ganka faczacego kosciot z klasztorem magdalenek. Najwyzsza kondygnacj¢ wiezy z blankowaniem
zrealizowano w potowie XV w. Budowg obecnego trojnawowego siedmioprzgstowego korpusu halowego bez wydzielonego choru z wielobocznym
obejsciem i sklepieniami sieciowymi oraz dwupoziomowa zakrystig przeprowadzono zapewne w latach 1474-1488. Po tym roku przy elewacji
potudniowej powstaty dwie kaplice: Matki Boskiej Bolesnej i Mcki Panskiej, a przy potnocnej — jedna pw. Swictego Krzyza, a w 1516 r. Ogrojec
z Ciemnicg i Karcerem oraz loza dla siostr magdalenek. Przeksztalcenia renesansowe objely zwezenie wejscia do kaplicy w przyziemiu wiezy,
a barokowe — nowy wystroj wnetrza kaplicy Swigtokrzyskiej, przebicie obecnego wejécia na osi nawy gléwnej, budowe choru organowego oraz
nowy helm wiezy. W potowie XIX w. zmieniono wystrdj szczytu i wprowadzono kruchte zachodnig.

Stowa kluczowe: Slqsk, architektura, sredniowiecze, kosciot, Szprotawa

Abstract

The article presents the history of the creation and transformation of the parish church in Szprotawa from 13t until the 20t century. The introduc-
tion discusses the source references and the accesible literature — in a small extent discussing the evolution of the temple architecture. Based on
architectural studies and details analyses, the most important phases of the church’s transformation have been identified. The origins of the building
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were erected in the 27 half of the 13t century, when a temple composed of a rectangular choir and a three-span nave was erected. Probably in
the 15t half of the 14t century, a tower with a chapel on the ground floor was built by the northern wall and in the middle of the century, the body
was extended from the south by three chapels and a porch in front of the northern entrance. The 27 half of the 14 century brought the creation of
a porch connecting the church with the Madeleine convent. The highest storey of the tower with blanking was built in the middle of the 15t century.
The construction of the present three-nave seven-bay hall structure without a separate choir with a polygonal bypass and vaults and a two-tiered
sacristy was probably carried out in the years 1474—1488. After this year, two chapels: of Our Lady of Sorrows and the Passion of the Lord were built
by the south elevation, and at the northern one — the Holy Cross chapel. And in 1516 the following were built: Gethsemane, Dungeon and Detenc-
tion, and a lodge for the Madeleine sisters. The Renaissance transformations included narrowing of the entrance to the chapel on the ground floor of
the tower, and the Baroque changes — a new interior decoration of the Holy Cross chapel, breaking through for the present entrance on the axis
of the main nave, building the organ’s choir and the new tower’s helmet. In the middle of the 19t century, the decoration of the gable was changed
and the western porch was introduced.

Key words: Silesia, architecture, Middle Ages, church, Szprotawa



