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Between Europe and the East
— draft on architectural landscape of Bucharest

Introduction

Bucharest — the capital city and the most importastape created by it. Its beauty defies conventional
center of industry and services in Romania — imény aesthetic criteria, creating a specignius loci This
respects an exceptional city compared to other@entpaper presents an outline description of this exttia
European metropolises. One of the most interestimgry landscape and the factors which affectedatsett
aspects of Bucharest is its architecture and thd-la opment.

“Savage hotchpotch”

This is how Ferdinand Lassale — thetM®entury a myriad of directions which formed under the influ
socialist activist — described Bucharest and itsiado ence of Western European ideas. On the other lihed,
inequities in his writings from Romania. This commhe picturesque disorder of Bucharest and the magmitiee
seems correct also in regards to the spatial plaheo
capital city. What distinguishes that city is thecep-
tional diversity of its architectural elements. Bacest's = i
architecture is a melting pot of contrasts of scal
shapes, style and function (Fig. 1). The city’shaexc-
tural forms are grandiose. The local characterif&té:
tures are spectacular and they include eccentrimgo
and abundance of detail§he architects of Bucharest
always wanted to create something exceptional. T
most daring attempts were not only typical of emtne
masters, but a standard of architectural desighs]
Bucharest drew without any qualms from all source
and adopted all patterns only to astonish and shd
diversity— wrote the Romanian architect, Marian Celg,
[1, p. 14].

The origin of this special surrealism lies in thpes
cific Romanian culture developed as a result oftori
of the motifs of the East and the West over theuées.
Bucharest’'s urban plan and architecture demonstrate

Fig. 1. Neo-Romanian style, modernism and eclecticism in architecture
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of architectural forms resemble the spirit of the
Levantine cities (Fig. 2). The specific naturaltieas
of the city also affect its special landscape. Aeréased
seismic activity of that area results in a faseahnical
degradation of the city structures. The buildindsch
were damaged, or the ones which did not meet the
growing needs, were replaced with bigger or more
imposing ones — erected in line with currently fash
able stylistic conventions.
Despite the complexity of the architectural land-
VFDSH Rl WKH FLW\ LW LV SRVVLEOH W|
WHPDWL]JH LW ,Q WKH VHHPLRIJO\ FKDRW
the city, there can be distinguished a few mairy-‘la
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JLJ  'LYHUVL:HG DUFKLWHFwxu&VRIoN i kgligfaylistic than chronological its

FHQWHU SKRWR : -DQXxV]Hzveharacter because these layers often overlapped and
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Indigenous style

The original Romanian architecture is an account @ttoman Empire. The first mention of Bucharest dates
the complex historical process which shaped the cultusack from that time (1459). Until the middle of theh19
of Romania. FHQWXU\ WKH FLW\ ZDV WKH FDSLWDO RI
In this respect 106 AD is an important turning poinbf hospodarsl@cal rulers [2].
when the area of Romania, inhabited at that time by Indo-The peak development of the Romanian national style
(XURSHDQ WULEHV 7KUDFLDQ E\ R BdsddiatediwithHiW Pelgn DQCBNnstArFih Br@n¢oveanu
— was conquered by Emperor Trajan. Consequent(,654-1714) who became famous as an excellent politi-
S5RPDQLD ZDV LQFRUSRUDWHG L @aVieadey Knd pakion\of the &ts FCots@gedtly, thalstyle
around the 9 century, after the period of the Barbarians often termed the Brancovenesc style. A number of
Invasions, the lands by the Danube became part of th@ldings in the Brancovenesc style have been preserved
Bulgarian state and the Thraco-Roman people inhabitigtheir original form — especially orthodox churches and
that area were converted to Eastern Christianity and subenasteries from the #718h century scattered over the
MHFWHG WR WKH LQIOXHQFH RI Virigdlofahe]d@Qendt BudharesQfigX3a). H
In the 14h century, two independent Romanian princi- At the beginning of the 20 century, after a period of
SDOLWLHV ZHUH IRXQGHG OROGRYEDLWQGED:® O0DDVFKQDW L R QWAUNVKUWKH HVV
15t century, after the fall of Constantinople, they fougtthese buildings inspired the architects who wighezkpress
DJDLQVW 7XUNV EXW ORVW DQG ihdratioSaliteas (Fily. HONMOT tHehibst QrigvtineRrie-W K H

)LJ .UHW]XOHVFX 2UWKRGR[ &KXUFK Fig. 4. TounQHaWik Buchates R OBGWIR Y Xesigned in the Neo-
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,0 &HUNLHZ .UHW]XOHVFX ROXFML QD,SODFOBXE] Z %XNDUHV]FLHZDQ\+Z VW\@SURMHNWR
(fot. : -DQXV])HZVNL QHRUXPX VNLP SU]JH] DUFK 3HWYHHEYWRQHVFX IRW





















