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Opole — katedra pw. Znalezienia Krzyia Swietego

Opole — the Cathedral of Finding of the Holy Cross

Wstep

Sredniowieczna kolegiata (obecnie katedra) pw.
Krzyza Swietego na skutek renowacji w XIX w. na ze-
wnatrz sprawia wrazenie budowli neogotyckiej. Bada-
nia architektoniczne ko$ciota i pomiary przeprowadzone
w 2011 r. pozwolity na rozwarstwienie tego duzego, zto-
zonego obiektu i odtworzenie kilku etapow jego budo-
wy — od bazyliki do kosciota halowego z niewydzielonym
trojnawowym halowym prezbiterium.

Wzmianki historyczne

1223 r. — wzmiankowany ko$ciot [1, nr 260]

1240 r. — ksigzg Mieszko I zatwierdzil wczesniejsze
nadania dla kolegiaty [1, nr 1380]

1295 r. — kosciot ufundowany przez ks. Bolka I [2, nr
2397]

1415 r. — pozar kosciota i budowa kos$ciota halowego
[3,s. 34]

1444 r. — ukonczenie budowy nowej zakrystii [4, s. 160]

1518 r. — kaplica Swigtej Trojcy z kaplica ksigzeca na
pigtrze (rozebrang w 1876 1.) [4, s. 160]

1615 r. — w pozarze miasta uszkodzony zostal dach
koSciota, zniszczone sklepienia oraz wieze [4]

1617 r. — ukonczenie odbudowy szczytu zachodniego
(data na krzyzu)

1619 r. — budowa wiezy potudniowej [4].

* Wydziat Architektury Politechniki Wroctawskiej/Faculty of
Architecture, Wroctaw University of Technology.

Introduction

The Medieval Holy Cross collegiate (at present a ca-
thedral), due to the 19" century renovation, in its external
part creates the impression of a neo-gothic structure. Ar-
chitectural research as well as measurements of the church
carried out in 2011 enabled a dissection of this large com-
plex object and reconstruction of its building phases —
from a basilica to a hall church with a non-separated
three-nave hall presbytery.

Historical mentions

1223 — mention of a church [1, No 260]

1240 — Prince Mieszko II confirmed earlier charters for
the collegiate [1, No 1380]

1295 — church founded by Prince Bolko I [2, No 2397]

1415 — church destroyed in a fire, construction of a hall
church [3, p. 34]

1444 — completion of construction of a new sacristy
[4, p. 160]

1518 — Holy Trinity chapel with a ducal chapel on the
first floor (demolished in 1876) [4, p. 160]

1615 — the church roof was damaged in a city fire;
vaults and towers were destroyed [4]

1617 — completion of reconstruction of a western gable
(date on the cross)

1619 — construction of a southern tower [4].

The existing condition

This is a three-nave hall church, with a three-nave
presbytery that is topped with three polygons. On the
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Opis stanu istniejgcego

Kosciodt jest trojnawowy, halowy, z prezbiterium troj-
nawowym, zakofnczonym trzema wielobokami. Po stronie
zachodniej wznosza si¢ dwie graniaste wieze. Od po-
tudnia i pétnocy dostawiono zakrystig, kaplice i kruchte
>l 1, 2).

Wymiary ko$ciota w cze$ci zachodniej 1 wschodniej:

— wymiary ogo6lne: szer. 23,90 i 24,30 m, dt. 50,30 m,

—nawa gtéowna: szer. 9,701 9,85 m, wys. 18,20 m,

—nawa potudniowa: szer. 6,20 1 6,05 m, wys. 17,68 m,

—nawa polnocna: szer. 5,10 1 5,47 m, wys. 17,68 m.

Kosciol zostat wzniesiony z cegiet w watku gotyckim.
W czesei zachodniej pozostawiono nieotynkowane frag-
menty $cian o watku gotyckim i miejscami wendyjskim
pochodzace z kosciota XIII-wiecznego.

western side there are two angular towers. A vestibule,
chapels and a sacristy were built south and north of the
church (Fig. 1, 2).
Dimensions of the church in its western and eastern part:
— general dimensions: width 23.90 and 24.30 m, length
50.30 m;
— main nave: width 9.70 and 9.85 m, height 18.20 m;
— southern aisle: width 6.20 and 6.05 m, height 17.68 m;
— northern aisle: width 5.10 and 5.47 m, height 17.68 m.
The church was erected in the Gothic brickwork. In its
western part there are non-plastered wall fragments in the
Gothic brickwork and in some places the Vendian brick-
work appears originating from the 13" century church.
The church interior is long, five-bay, three-nave in the
hall system and without a separated presbytery. Each aisle
is topped with a polygon. Ogival inter-nave arcades are
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0 10 m

I1. 2. Opole — katedra, przekrdj poprzeczny A-A przez prezbiterium
Fig. 2. Opole — cathedral, cross-section trough the presbytery

Whngtrze kosciota jest dlugie, pigcioprzestowe, trojna-
wowe o uktadzie halowym, bez wyodregbnionego prezbi-
terium. Kazda z naw konczy si¢ wielobokiem. Ostrotuko-
we arkady migdzynawowe spoczywaja na wydtuzonych
filarach o§miobocznych z pilastrami na osi dtuzszych bo-
kéw. Na $cianach bocznych odpowiadaja im podobne pi-
lastry. Nawa gldwna przekryta jest sklepieniem siecio-
wym w wersji staromostowej Parlera!, przechodzacym
w czgsci wschodniej w uktad gwiazdy siedmioramienne;j
(il. 1, 3). Podobne gwiazdy przekrywaja wschodnie za-
konczenia naw bocznych. Nawy boczne przekryto skle-
pieniami gwiazdzistymi czteroramiennymi oddzielonymi
elementem rombowym, bez podziatu na przgsta.

Wnetrze jest oswietlone przez wysokie okna ostrotu-
kowe. W zachodniej potowie kosciota w kazdym przgsle
znajduje si¢ jedno okno, natomiast w cze$ci wschodniej
wystepuja po dwa okna w przgstach. We wschodnich,
wielobocznych zakonczeniach naw bocznych okna sa
blisko rozmieszczone, w nawie gtownej po jednym oknie
umieszczono w kazdym z bokow. Okna sg maswerkowe,
ale maswerki byty odnawiane w XIX i XX w.

Zachodnie przesto korpusu zajmuje empora wsparta na
dwoch rzedach filarow, przyziemie przekryto sklepieniem
krysztalowym na bazie sklepienia gwiazdzistego. Po stro-
nie zachodniej znajduje si¢ przedsionek usytuowany mig-
dzy dwiema wiezami, przekryty sklepieniem krysztato-
wym zdeformowanym, opartym na siedmiu podporach.

Od potudnia do nawy przylegaja przybudowki miesz-
czace kaplice, zakrystie i kruchtg. Pierwsza do wschodu
jest kaplica Swictej Trojcy zwana Piastowska, pochodzaca
z 1518 r., jej wnetrze przekrywa sklepienie krzyzowo-
-zebrowe o dwoch przestach roznej wielkosci. Po stronie
zachodniej do kaplicy przylega duza zakrystia, przekryta

! Sklepienie wiezy mostu Karola w Pradze powstato po 1380 r.
[S,s.93].

11. 3. Opole — katedra, wnetrze — widok na prezbiterium

Fig. 3. Opole - cathedral, interior — view of the presbytery

placed on elongated octagonal pillars with pilasters on the
axis of longer sides. On the side walls there are corre-
sponding similar pilasters. The main nave is covered by
a network vault in the old bridge Parler version', in its
eastern part moving on to a seven-pointed star system
(Fig. 1, 3). Similar stars cover eastern tops of the aisles.
The aisles were covered by four-pointed stellar vaults se-
parated by a thombic element with no division into bays.

The interior is lighted by means of high ogival win-
dows. In the western part of the church there is one win-
dow in each bay, while in the eastern part there are two
windows in each bay. In the eastern polygonal tops of the
aisles the windows are situated closely to each other and
in the nave one window was situated on each side. These
are tracery windows but the tracery was restored in the
19" and 20" century.

In the western bay of the body there is a gallery sup-
ported by two rows of pillars and the ground floor was
covered by a diamond vault on the basis of a stellar vault.
On the western side there is a vestibule which is situated
between two towers, covered with a diamond vault and
supported by seven pillars.

Annexes containing a chapel, a sacristy and a vestibule
are adjacent to the nave from the south. The first one from
the east is the Trinity Chapel also called Piastowska
which dates back to 1518 and its interior is covered with
a cross-ribbed vault with two bays of various sizes. On
the western side a large sacristy covered by a dome ad-
joins the chapel. A room behind it is a wide but short sac-
risty with a cross-ribbed vault. A vestibule was located at
the western bay of the body. It has two aisles separated by
an arcade wall leaning on two pillars. The interior aisle is
covered by two sections of a cross-ribbed vault and a stel-

! The tower vault of the Charles Bridge in Prague was not built
before 1380 [5, p. 93].
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sklepieniem zaglastym. Za nig znajduje si¢ szerokie,
lecz krétkie pomieszczenie matej zakrystii o sklepie-
niu krzyzowo-zebrowym. Przy zachodnim przesle kor-
pusu usytuowano kruchte. Jej wnetrze jest dwunawowe
rozdzielone $ciang arkadowa wsparta na dwoch fila-
rach. Nawa wewnetrzna przekryta jest dwoma przestami
sklepienia krzyzowo-zebrowego 1 w $rodku sklepieniem
gwiazdzistym. Nawa zewnetrzna zostata dobudowana
w latach 1897-1902 i przekryta trzema przestami skle-
pienia krzyzowego bezzebrowego. W wejsciu do kosciota
znajduje si¢ odnowiony portal z XIII w.

Po stronie potnocnej w koncu XV-XVI w. wbudowa-
no miedzy przyporami kaplice Swietej Jadwigi o sklepie-
niu gwiazdzistym oraz kaplice Swictej Anny, przekryta
w 1635 r. sklepieniem kolebkowo-krzyzowym.

Elewacje kosciota rozcztonkowane sg przyporami, ggsto
rozmieszczonymi we wschodnich wielobokach i pierw-
szym wschodnim przesle, a dalej rzadziej, odpowiednio
do rozmieszczenia filarow (il. 4, 5). Dwudzielne i troj-
dzielne okna schodzg nisko tylko w czgsci wschodniej,
a nastepne zostaty skrécone po wybudowaniu kaplic i in-
nych przybudéwek. W korpusie nawowym sg tez rzadziej
rozmieszczone. Sciany zewnetrzne wykoficzone zostaty
ceglami w XIX w.

Stan badan

Najstarszym zrodtem informacji o dziejach kosciota
jest opracowanie J.E. Bohme [4]. Opis kosciota przekazat
H. Lutsch [6]. Czas powstania okreslit na 2. pol. XV w.,
a sklepienia na potowe XVI w. Przyrownat je do po-
dobnych sklepien w Dzierzoniowie, Klodzku i Swid-
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1. 4. Opole — katedra, elewacja potudniowa, inwentaryzacja

Fig. 4. Opole — south facade of the cathedral, inventory

lar vault in the middle. The exterior aisle was annexed in
the years 1897—-1902 and it was covered by three sections
of a cross vault without ribs. In the church entrance there
is a renovated 13" century portal.

St Hedwig of Silesia Chapel with a stellar vault was
built at the end of the 15" and 16" centuries between the
buttresses on the northern side along with the St Anne
Chapel which in 1635 was covered by a cross-barrel vault.

The church facades are segmented with buttresses
which are densely spaced in the eastern polygons and in
the first eastern bay, while further on they are rare and
they correspond with the spacing of pillars (Fig. 4, 5).
Duple and triple windows are placed in the lower part
only in the east, next they were made shorter after chapels
and other annexes were added. In the nave body they are
also scarcely spaced. The external walls were finished
with bricks in the 19% century.

State of research

The oldest source of information about the history of
the church is a study by J.E. Bohme [4]. The church
description was written by H. Lutsch [6]. He determined
that the church was built in the second half of the 15"
century and the vaults in the mid-16% century. He com-
pared these vaults with similar ones from Dzierzonidw,
Ktodzko and Swidnica. R. Hartmann and H. Eberle [3]
described the existing church and suggested the recon-
struction of the vaults in a system similar to the churches
in Namystow and Wroctaw (The Holy Mary Church na
Piasku), i.e. stellar ones in the main nave and with three
supports in the aisles. The collegiate plan and description

I1. 5. Opole — katedra, widok od potudnia

Fig. 5. Opole — cathedral, view from the south direction
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11. 6. Opole — katedra, wewngtrzny naroznik potudniowo-zachodni
korpusu i wiezy

Fig. 6. Opole — cathedral, inner south-west corner of the body
and the tower

nicy. R. Hartmann i H. Eberle [3] opisali istniejacy
koscidt 1 zaproponowali rekonstrukcje sklepien w ukta-
dzie podobnym do kosciotow w Namystowie i Wrocta-
wiu (NMP na Piasku), czyli gwiazdziste w nawie glow-
nej 1 trojpodporowe w nawach bocznych. Plan i opis
kolegiaty zamiescit H. Tintelnot [7]. Jego zdaniem kos-
ciot powstat pod wptywem kosciota NMP na Piasku we
Wroctawiu, a budowany byt etapami w ciggu XV w. do
pot. XVI w. U. Poptonyk [8] przedstawita dzieje koscio-
Ia, jego szczegdtowy opis oraz wyposazenie. Kosciot ba-
zylikowy z konca XIII w. zostat przebudowany na halg
po pozarze w 1415 r. Zdaniem M. Korneckiego [9] ka-
tedra w Opolu powstala na wzoér kosciota w Namysto-
wie, a ukonczenie korpusu nastgpito w 1470 r. Obie bu-
dowle nakryto jednym dachem razem ze wschodnimi
wielobokami, ktoére w tym celu potaczono sklepieniami.
Autor ten [10] stwierdzit, ze w partii zachodniej wiez
i korpusu nawowego zachowaly si¢ elementy murdéw
kosciota z konca XIII w. S. Stulin i A. Wlodarek [11,
s. 176, 177] przytoczyli zachowane dokumenty. Opisa-
ny koscidt datowali na 1. pol. XV w., z wykorzystaniem
muréw zachodnich z konca XIIT w. Kaplice i kruchty po-
wstaly na przetomie XV i XVI w., a sklepienia okoto
1520 r., odnowione zostaly w 1653 r.

Wyniki badan autorki

W kosciele wystepuja liczne nieregularnosci w ukta-
dzie muréw, $wiadczace o budowaniu go etapami lub
odbudowywaniu po kataklizmach. W potudniowo-za-
chodniej czesci korpusu nawowego widoczne byty dwa
fragmenty murdéw z cegiel? oraz odnowiony portal, po-
chodzace z XIII w. Najstarszy jest fragment muru wiezy
o wendyjskim uktadzie cegiet. Przylegajacy do niego po-
hudniowy mur nawy o grubosci 1,44 m nie jest z nim po-

2 W 2013 r. stwierdzono, ze fragmenty ceglanych muroéw zostaty
pokryte tynkiem.

were mentioned by H. Tintelnot [7]. In his opinion, the
church was built under the influence of The Holy Mary
Church na Piasku in Wroctaw and it was constructed in
phases during the 15" century until the mid-16" century.
U. Poptonyk [8] presented the church history, its detailed
description as well as its equipment. The basilica church
from the end of the 13" century was changed into a hall
construction after a fire in 1415. According to M. Kornecki
[9], the cathedral in Opole was built following the model
of a church in Namystow and its body was finished in
1470. Both buildings were covered by one roof including
the eastern polygons which for that purpose were con-
nected by means of vaults. This author [10] stated that in
the eastern part of the towers and the nave body there are
preserved fragments of church walls dated from the end
of the 13" century. S. Stulin and A. Wiodarek [11, pp. 176,
177] cited the preserved documents. In their opinion the
described church dates back to the first half of the 15
century taking into account the western walls from the
end of the 13" century. Chapels and vestibules were built
at the turn of the 16" century, whereas the vaults in circa
1520 and they were renovated in 1653.

Author’s research results

The church has numerous irregularities in its wall sys-
tem, which proves that it was built in phases or rebuilt
after various disasters. In the south-west part of the nave
body there are two fragments of brick walls? along with
a renovated portal from the 13" century. The oldest frag-
ment is a part of a tower wall in the Vendian brickwork. It
adjoins the southern nave wall which is 1.44 m thick, it is
unconnected and it has the Gothic brickwork (Fig. 6). The
external face of this wall protrudes from the tower corner.
Before adding buttresses the tower was thicker on its cor-
ners. Similar elements can be noticed, for example, in the
lower part of the parish church tower in Ztotoryja [12]
which dates back to the second half of the 13" century.
The nave body there is slightly narrower than the towers.

The southern wall of Opole cathedral is slightly moved
outwards in relation to the southern tower line whereas
the northern wall was erected much further from the
northern tower, it is visibly thinner and it is circa 1.00 m
thick.

Both longitudinal walls at a length of almost three bays
(22.30 m in the north and 24 m in the south) have an off-
set at a height of circa 7 m on the northern side and 8.70 m
on the southern side (Fig. 1, 7). Another off-set of the
walls occurs at a height of circa 12 m. In the higher parts
the walls are thinner and connect with the walls of the
eastern part of the church. The longitudinal walls are seg-
mented with pilasters which in the western part were
placed on the thickest lower walls. Two western bays of
the northern aisle were complemented by densely spaced
buttresses which do not absolutely correspond with the
existing pillars. The remaining buttresses of the nave

2 In 2013 it was revealed that fragments of brick walls were cov-
ered with plaster.
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wigzany i ma gotycki uktad cegiet (il. 6). Zewngtrzne lico
tego muru jest wysuniete w stosunku do naroznika wiezy.
Wieza przed dobudowaniem przypor miata na narozach
pogrubienia. Podobne elementy wystgpuja np. w dolnej
czeséel wiezy kosciota parafialnego w Ztotoryi [12], po-
chodzacej z 2. pol. XIII w. Korpus nawowy jest w nim
nieznacznie wezszy od wiez.

Sciana potudniowa w katedrze opolskiej jest nieco
przesunigta na zewnatrz w stosunku do linii wiezy po-
hudniowej, $ciana potnocna natomiast wzniesiona zosta-
ta zdecydowanie dalej od wiezy potnocnej, jest wyraznie
ciensza, otrzymata 1,00 m grubosci.

Obydwie $ciany podituzne na dlugosci prawie trzech
przeset (22,30 m na poéinocy i 24 m na potudniu) ma-
ja uskok na wysokos$ci okoto 7 m po stronie péinocnej
i 8,70 m po stronie potudniowej (il. 1, 7). Kolejny uskok
Scian wystepuje na wysokosci okoto 12 m. Wyzej mu-
ry sa ciensze i tacza si¢ z murami cze$ci wschodniej ko-
Sciola. Sciany podtuzne rozcztonkowane sg pilastrami,
ktore w czgséci zachodniej ustawione zostaly na dolnych
najgrubszych murach. Dwa przesta zachodnie nawy pot-
nocnej otrzymaty dos¢ gesto rozmieszczone przypory, kto-
re zupelnie nie odpowiadaja istniejacym filarom. Pozosta-
e przypory korpusu nawowego rozmieszczono w innych
odlegtosciach, w miejscach przybudoéwek wystepuja dtuz-
sze odcinki muréw bez przypor. Oblicowanie cegtami
w koncu XIX w. zastonito wszystkie $lady. Rozstawowi
przypor nie odpowiada uktad filaréw, ktory jest zgod-
ny z uktadem pilastrow przy $cianach. Przesto wschodnie
i wieloboczne zakonczenia naw bocznych otrzymaty
przypory bardzo gesto rozmieszczone. Natomiast troj-
boczne zakonczenie nawy srodkowej prezbiterium ma
dwie wysokie przypory narozne po stronie wschodniej
oraz dwie nizsze, si¢gajace do okoto 12 m, ktore wtapiaja
si¢ w $ciany boczne wielobokdéw naw bocznych (il. 8, 9).

Nietypowe jest potozenie tzw. nowej zakrystii przy
3.—4. przgsle kosciota od wschodu, a nie przy prezbite-
rium. Nie wiemy, gdzie znajdowata si¢ ,,stara” zakrystia,
prawdopodobnie tradycyjnie przy prezbiterium. Nowa za-
krysti¢ trzeba byto usytuowac przy korpusie.

Rekonstrukcja kosciola

Gotycki kosciol jest stosunkowo dobrze zachowany,
ale nosi $lady licznych przebuddéw. Pierwszym etapem
byta trojnawowa budowla XIII-wieczna, po ktorej po-
zostaty zachodnie wieze z widocznym od wnetrza frag-
mentem w watku wendyjskim. Fasada dwuwiezowa jest
wezsza od istniejgcego korpusu, nieznacznie po stro-
nie potudniowej i zdecydowanie po stronie podinocne;j.
Prawdopodobnie pochodzi z 3. ¢w. XIII w. i zostata dobu-
dowana do kosciota wzmiankowanego w 1223 r.

Kolejnym etapem byta przebudowa korpusu nawowe-
go, Sciany o dlugosci okoto 22 i 24 m zachowaly si¢ do
wysokos$ci okoto 7 1 8,70 m (il. 7). T¢ przebudowe moz-
na wigzac¢ ze wzmianka z 1295 r., ze ks. Bolko I ufundo-
wat kosciot. Prace rozpoczeto prawdopodobnie po stronie
potudniowej, gdzie wystepuje grubszy mur i portal z kon-
ca XIII w. Mur po stronie pétnocnej, znacznie wysunigty
poza lini¢ wiezy oraz cieniszy od poludniowego, pochodzi

body were situated at various distances while at the places
of annexes there are longer sections of the walls without
buttresses. Brick facing, which was made at the end of the
19" century, covered all traces. The arrangement of pillars
does not correspond with spacing of buttresses, which is
in accordance with the arrangement of pilasters at the
walls. The eastern bay and polygonal tops of aisles
received very densely arranged buttresses. On the other
hand, a three-sided top of the presbytery nave has two
high corner buttresses on the eastern side and two lower
buttresses measuring 12 m in height, which match the
side walls of aisles’ polygons (Fig. 8, 9).

The location of the so called new sacristy at the third
and fourth church bay from the east instead of situating it
near the presbytery is not a typical solution. We do not
know the exact location of the ‘old’ sacristy — tradition-
ally, it was probably situated near the presbytery. A new
sacristy had to be built near the body.

Reconstruction of the church

The Gothic church is relatively well preserved although
it bears traces of numerous reconstructions. The 13%-cen-
tury three-nave building constituted the first stage after
which two western towers remained along with a frag-
ment in the Vendian style that could be seen from the

11. 7. Opole — katedra, $ciana potudniowa korpusu za zmianami grubosci

Fig. 7. Opole — cathedral, southern wall of the body after changes
of thickness
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1. 8. Opole — katedra, potudniowa elewacja prezbiterium

Fig. 8. Opole — cathedral, south facade of the presbytery

3. éw. XIII w./3" quarter of 13" c.
koniec XIIT w./end of 13" c.

1. pol. XIV w./1* half of 14" c.
rekonstrukcja/reconstruction

| e

I1. 10. Opole — katedra, rekonstrukcja rzutu kosciota z 1. pot. XIV w.

Fig. 10. Opole — cathedral, reconstruction of a plan of the church
from the 1** half of the 14" century

zapewne juz z XIV w. Koscidt petnit funkcje kolegiaty
iw 1. pol. XIV w. otrzymat uktad bazyliki z dtugim prez-
biterium zamknietym wielobokiem (il. 10). Sladem po
tym prezbiterium sg przypory boczne pozostawione przy
rozbudowie czg¢sci wschodniej (il. 9).

Po pozarze w 1415 r. przystgpiono do odbudowy ko-
Sciota — podwyzszono mury korpusu nawowego do ukta-
du halowego (il. 11). Prawdopodobnie pozostawiono jed-
nonawowe prezbiterium. Wnetrze otrzymato nowe filary
z pilastrami i pilastry przy $cianach podtuznych. O pozo-
stawieniu jednonawowego prezbiterium moze $wiadczy¢
wzniesienie nowej zakrystii w 1444 r. nietypowo przy
korpusie nawowym, po jego poludniowej stronie. Praw-
dopodobnie przy prezbiterium znajdowata si¢ starsza za-
krystia.

Zapewne w 2. pol. XV w. jednonawowe prezbite-
rium przebudowano na prezbiterium trojnawowe o ukta-
dzie halowym. Filary i rozcztonkowanie wngtrza prezbi-
terium stanowito kontynuacje¢ form korpusu nawowego.
Pozostawiono trojboczne zakonczenie wczes$niejszego
prezbiterium, ktére podwyzszono, a dodane nawy bocz-
ne czesci wschodniej zamknigto wielobokami o gesto
rozmieszczonych przyporach. W wyniku rozbudowy ko-

11. 9. Opole — katedra, widok od potudniowego wschodu

Fig. 9. Opole — cathedral, view from south-east direction

interior. The two-tower facade is narrower than the exist-
ing body, insignificantly on the southern side, whereas it
is definitely narrower on the northern side. It probably
dates back to the third quarter of the 13" century and was
added to the church mentioned in 1223.

The next stage consisted in changing the nave body.
The walls circa 22 and 24 m long were preserved up to
a height of 7 and 8.70 m (Fig. 7). This reconstruction
might be connected with a mention from 1295 that Prince
Bolko I founded this church. The work probably began on
the southern side where there is a thicker wall and a portal
dated from the end of the 13" century. The wall on the
northern side, which significantly protrudes from the
tower line and is thinner than the southern one, assuredly
dates back to the 14" century. The church performed the
collegiate function and in the first half of the 14" century
it was given a basilica system with a long presbytery
closed by a polygon (Fig. 10). Side buttresses, which
were left after the eastern part reconstruction, constitute
traces of this presbytery (Fig. 9).

After a fire in 1415 the church reconstruction started
— the nave body walls were made higher up to a hall sys-
tem (Fig. 11). Probably, a one-nave presbytery was left.
The interior received new pillars with pilasters and
pilasters at longitudinal walls. The fact that the one-nave
presbytery was left may be confirmed by building a new
sacristy in 1444 untypically near the nave body on its
southern side. Probably, an older sacristy was situated
near the presbytery.

Undoubtedly, in the second half of the 15" century, the
one-nave presbytery was reconstructed and changed into
a three-nave hall system presbytery. The pillars and the
presbytery interior segmentation constituted a continua-
tion of the nave body forms. A three-sided top of the for-
mer presbytery was left although it was made higher,
whereas newly added aisles of the eastern part were
closed by polygons with densely arranged buttresses. As
a consequence, the church was given a three-nave hall
system with five bays and a polygonal top of the nave and
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3. éw. XIII w./3 quarter of 13" ¢.
1. pot. XIV w./1* half of 14% c.
1. pot. XV w./1% half of 15" c.
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47 2. pol. XV w./2" half of 15% c.
rekonstrukcja/reconstruction
zakrystia ? Il. 11. Opole — katedra, rzuty po
sacristy ? przebudowach w 1. pot. XV w.
iw 2. pot. XV w.
/] .
Rzut na wysokosci okien Fig. 11. Opole — cathedral,
1. pot. XV w. nowa zakrystia 1444 1. projections after rebuilding in
jecti i ) he 1* half of the 15"

Projection at wmhdow level new sacristy 1444 year 0 10m the ! alf of the 15 hcentury
15" half of the 15" c. ) —_— and 2" half of the 15" century

$ciot otrzymat uktad trojnawowej hali o pigciu przestach
i wielobocznym zakonczeniu kazdej z naw (il. 11). Praw-
dopodobnie dopiero w potowie XVI w. zatozono skle-
pienia (il. 12). Niestety w czasie pozaru w 1615 r. uszko-
dzony zostat dach i sklepienia. Sklepienia remontowane
w XVII w. i w potowie XIX w. nie odpowiadajg pierwot-
nej koncepcji wysokosciowej, poniewaz zachodza na gor-
ne czgsci arkad migdzynawowych oraz sg zbyt nisko po-
tozone wzgledem okien.

Po stronie zachodniej przez caly okres wznosily si¢
dwie stare wieze, niewatpliwie podwyzszone. W XVI
i XVII w. wzniesiono trzy kaplice oraz emporg, pod ktora
dwuprzestowe przyziemie przekryte zostato sklepieniem
krysztatowym.

W elewacjach korpusu nawowego wykorzystano star-
sze elementy — przypory i niezbyt szerokie okna, od-
powiednio podwyzszone. W nowej czgsci wschodniej
przypory rozmieszczono gesto, a liczba okien jest dwu-
krotnie wigksza niz w korpusie, dzigki czemu czg$¢ pre-
zbiterialna zostata znacznie lepiej o$wietlona niz czgsé
zachodnia.

Ostateczny wyglad kos$ciot otrzymal w XIX w.:
w 1856 r. naprawiono sklepienia, dach i przypory,

each aisle (Fig. 11). Probably it was not until the mid-16"
century that vaults were added (Fig. 12). Unfortunately,
during a fire in 1615 the roof and vaults were damaged.
The vaults which were renovated in the 17® century and
in the mid-nineteenth century do not correspond with the
original height concept because the vaults overlap the
upper parts of inter-nave arcades and they are placed too
low in relation to the windows.

Throughout the whole period on the western side there
were two old towers, which were undoubtedly height-
ened. In the 16™ and 17" century three chapels were
erected as well as a gallery under which the two-bay
ground floor was covered with a diamond vault.

In the nave body facades older elements were used —
buttresses and quite narrow windows which were prop-
erly heightened. In the new eastern part the buttresses
were densely spaced and there are twice as many win-
dows as in the body thanks to which the presbytery part is
illuminated much better than the western part.

The church was given its final appearance in the 19%
century, i.e. in 1856 the vaults, roof and buttresses were
repaired and in 1899 the western towers were made
higher up to a height of 78 meters, gables and the vesti-
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Il. 12. Opole — katedra, obnizone
sklepienie nad nawa potudniowa

Fig. 12. Opole — cathedral, lowe-
red vault above the south aisle

aw 1899 r. podwyzszono zachodnie wieze do wysokosci
78 m, przebudowano szczyt i przedsionek miedzy wieza-
mi, dodano przypory narozne przy wiezach. Wowczas ob-
licowano takze wszystkie §ciany zewnetrzne, co w istotny
sposob zmienito wyglad budowli.

bule between the towers were reconstructed and the cor-
ner buttresses at the towers were added. All the external
walls were faced then, which significantly changed the
appearance of the building.

Translated by
Bogustaw Setkowicz
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Koscior wzmiankowany w 1223 r. byt trojnawowa budowla, do ktorej w 3. ¢w. XIII w. zostaly dobudowane dwie zachodnie wieze. Kolejny etap
stanowita przebudowa korpusu nawowego. Jej rozpoczgeie mozna wigza¢ ze wzmianka z 1295 r. o ufundowaniu kosciota przez ks. Bolka I. Kosciot
petnit funkcje kolegiaty i w 1. pot. XIV w. otrzymat uktad bazyliki z dtugim prezbiterium zamknigtym wielobokiem. Po pozarze w 1415 r. przysta-
piono do odbudowy kosciota — podwyzszono mury korpusu nawowego do uktadu halowego. Wnetrze otrzymato nowe filary z pilastrami i pilastry
przy $cianach podhuznych. Prawdopodobnie pozostawiono jednonawowe prezbiterium.

Zapewne dopiero w 2. pot. XV w. przebudowano prezbiterium na tréjnawowe o ukladzie halowym. Filary i rozcztonkowanie wnetrza prezbiterium
stanowito kontynuacj¢ form korpusu nawowego. Kosciot uzyskat wowczas uktad dtugiej trojnawowej hali o pigciu przestach i wielobocznym zakon-
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czeniu kazdej z naw. Prawdopodobnie dopiero w potowie XVI w. zatozono sklepienia, ktore remontowano w XVII w. i w potowie XIX w. Po stronie
zachodniej przez caly okres wznosily si¢ dwie stare wieze, niewatpliwie podwyzszone. W XVI w. wzniesiono trzy kaplice oraz emporg.

Ostateczny wyglad ko$cidt otrzymal w XIX w.: w 1856 r. naprawiono sklepienia, dach i przypory, a w 1899 r. podwyzszono zachodnie wieze.
Woweczas oblicowano takze wszystkie sciany zewngtrzne, co w istotny sposob zmienito wyglad kosciota.

Slowa kluczowe: sredniowiecze, Slqsk, kosciot

Abstract

The church first mentioned in 1223 was a three-nave building to which two western towers were added in the third quarter of the 13" century. The
next stage constituted the reconstruction of the nave body. It is connected with a mention from 1295 about the act of founding the church by Prince
Bolko I. The church performed a collegiate function and in the first half of the 14™ century it was given a basilica system with a long presbytery
closed by a polygon. After a fire in 1415 the church reconstruction started — the nave body walls were made higher up to a hall system. The interior
received new pillars with pilasters and pilasters at longitudinal walls. Probably, a one-nave presbytery was left.

Undoubtedly, in the second half of the 15% century, the one-nave presbytery was reconstructed and changed into a three-nave hall system presbytery.
The pillars and the presbytery interior segmentation constituted a continuation of the nave body forms. The church was given a long three-nave hall
system with five bays and a polygonal top of the nave and each aisle. Probably it was not until the mid-16" century that vaults were added, which
were renovated in the 17" and mid-19% century. Throughout the whole period on the western side there were two old towers, which were undoubt-
edly heightened. In the 16" century three chapels were erected as well as a gallery.

The church was given its final appearance in the 19" century, i.e. in 1856 the vaults, roof and buttresses were repaired and in 1899 the western
towers were made higher. All the external walls were faced then, which significantly changed the appearance of the building.

Key words: Middle Ages, Silesia, church
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