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Budynek Reformowanego Gimnazjum Realnego w Miliczu

Reformed Real Gymnasium building in Milicz

Dzisiejsze 1 Liceum Ogodlnoksztatcagce w Miliczu to
szkota pod wieloma wzgledami wyjatkowa [1], [2]. Jed-
nym z duzych atutéw placowki jest pigkny budynek
szkolny, powstaty w 1929 r. wedlug projektu architekta
berlinskiego Hansa Spitznera. Przestronny gmach z wy-
dzielong czg$cig zawierajacg salg gimnastyczng i teatralng
oraz dawng willg dyrektorska sluzy mlodziezy z Milicza
i okolic do zdobywania wiedzy oraz rozwijania swoich ta-
lentéw 1 zainteresowan.

Warte podkres$lenia jest, ze oprocz doskonale utrzyma-
nego samego budynku szkoty wraz z detalem architek-
tonicznym, stolarka okienng i drzwiowa zachowaly si¢
oryginalne elementy wykonczenia wnetrz, takie jak: ko-
lorowe plytki na $cianach kolejnych kondygnacji, meta-
lowe, drewniane i kamienne balustrady, klosze lamp, taw-
ki w auli czy meble w salach lekcyjnych — regaty i szafy
na eksponaty i pomoce naukowe. W bardzo dobrym sta-
nie sg takze detale rzezbiarskie oraz geometryczne orna-
menty na sufitach. W posiadaniu wtadz placéwki znajduja
si¢ oryginalne projekty budynku, detali czy wyposazenia.
Szkota utrzymuje staty kontakt z bylymi niemieckimi
uczniami Szkoty Prowincji Wschodnich (Ostlandschule
Militsch), dzigki czemu dysponuje licznymi informacja-
mi dotyczacymi funkcjonowania placowki oraz budynku
szkolnego przed 1945 .

Po pierwszej wojnie $wiatowej powiat milicko-zmig-
rodzki stat si¢ terenem granicznym. Mieszkancy Milicza
i okolic zaczeli odczuwac brak szkoty $redniej konczacej
si¢ maturg. Wczesniej mlodziez z tych rejonow uczesz-

* Wydzial Architektury Politechniki Wroctawskiej/Faculty of
Architecture, Wroctaw University of Technology.

Today’s Secondary School No. 1 in Milicz is excep-
tional in many respects [1], [2]. One of its big advantages
is a wonderful school building which was erected in 1929
according to the design by an architect from Berlin Hans
Spitzner. The spacious edifice with a separate part con-
taining a gymnasium and a theatrical room as well as
a former head master’s villa serve young people from
Milicz and the surroundings as a place where they can
acquire knowledge and develop their talents and interests.

It is worth emphasising that apart from the perfectly
kept school building itself along with its architectural
detail, window and door carpentry, the following original
elements of interior finishing were preserved: colourful
tiles on the walls of subsequent storeys, metal, wooden
and stone balustrades, lampshades, desks in the lecture
hall or furniture in classrooms — bookshelves and glass-
cases for display units as well as for educational aids.
Sculptural details and geometrical ornaments on the ceil-
ings are also in very good condition. School authorities
have in their possession the original designs of the build-
ing, its details and equipment. The school keeps in touch
with its former German students of Eastern Provinces
School (Ostlandschule Militsch), due to which it has
much of information as regards functioning of the whole
complex and the school building before 1945.

After the First World War, the Milicz-Zmigréd county
became a border area. Inhabitants of Milicz and the sur-
roundings were badly in need of a secondary school with
its final exam called matura. In previous years young
people from these regions attended a school in a nearby
town called Krotoszyn. In 1925 the first efforts were
made in order to build a new educational centre. In the
spring of 1927 as a result of negotiations between the
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czata do szkoty w pobliskim Krotoszynie. W 1925 r. roz-
poczgto starania o utworzenie nowej placowki oswiato-
wej. Wiosng 1927 r. w wyniku negocjacji pomigdzy Mi-
nisterstwem Kultury, Ministerstwem Finanséw, Kolegium
Szkolnym we Wroctawiu, Rejencja Wroctawska oraz wita-
dzami powiatowymi i miejskimi postanowiono o zatoze-
niu i budowie szkoty oraz o podziale kosztow i zobowig-
zan [2,s. 12-13].

Zdecydowano, ze placowka ta ma sta¢ si¢ symbolem
niemieckosci na granicy z Polska, co wyraznie podkreslit
starosta (landrat) Sperling w przemowie na uroczystosci
otwarcia szkoty [3, s. 3]". Idea ta miata by¢ odzwiercied-
lona zarowno w programie nauczania, jak i1 programie
funkcjonalnym obiektu oraz w starannie opracowanej
architekturze budynku [3, s. 5]. Przejawiato si¢ to w wiel-
kosci, monumentalno$ci, $wietnej jakosci wykonczenia
budowli, dopracowanych detalach oraz doskonatym urza-
dzeniu wnetrz. Budynek ten miat by¢ wzorowym przykta-
dem $wietnie zorganizowanej, zaprojektowanej i wyposa-
zonej ,,szkoty niemieckiej”. Nie byt to zreszta przypadek
odosobniony. W latach 20. XX w., po wytyczeniu nowej
granicy polsko-niemieckiej na terenach przygranicznych
powstawatly znaczace obiekty majace swa forma podkres-
la¢ wielko$¢ Niemiec?.

Jesienig 1927 r. rozstrzygni¢to konkurs na projekt
obiektu. Sposrdd osiemdziesigciu prac pierwsza nagrode
uzyskata propozycja architekta Hansa Spitznera, ktoremu
powierzono realizacj¢ budowy. 28 lipca 1928 r. potozono
kamien wegielny. Uroczysto$¢ otwarcia gmachu odbyta
si¢ 18 pazdziernika 1929 r. [2, s. 13].

Reformowane Gimnazjum Realne w Miliczu powstato
na do$¢ duzej dziatce, przekazanej szkole przez miasto
[5, s. 43] w nowej dzielnicy willowej, poza staromiejs-
kim centrum [6]. Dzigki zabiegowi ustawienia obiek-
tu naroznie i rozrzezbieniu wielkiej bryty, a takze dzigki
dos¢ prostej formie o oszczednym detalu architektonicz-
nym oraz otoczeniu budynku zielenig udato si¢ wpisa¢ go
w otaczajacy klimat osiedla mieszkaniowego.

Budynek (il. 1, 2) uksztaltowano asymetrycznie i bar-
dzo malowniczo. Obiekt zestawiony jest z czterech bryt
o roznej wysokosci, nakrytych czterospadowymi, wysoki-
mi dachami. Poszczegdlne skrzydta sg ustawione wzgle-
dem siebie pod katem prostym. Najwyzszy blok to czes$é
glowna z wejsciem, administracja i salami przyrodni-
czymi. Umieszczono ja w centrum zatozenia i odsunig-
to od ulic. Elewacja frontowa ma trzy kondygnacje i wy-
sokie sutereny. Range tego budynku podkresla masywny
czterospadowy dach z centralnie umieszczong wiezycz-
kg zegarowa oraz plac przedwejsciowy. Po lewej stronie
dostawiony jest do niego blok auli i sali gimnastycz-
nej, wysunigty w przod az do chodnika. Cz¢s¢ ta dostep-
na byla dla mieszkancow miasta, niezaleznie od szkoty,

! Potwierdzala to takze nazwa szkoty Ostlandschule (Szkota Pro-
wincji Wschodnich), nadana szkole podczas pierwszego uroczystego
rozdania matur w 1935 1.

2 Przykladem moze by¢ zbudowane od podstaw w latach 20.
XX w. miasto Nowy Zbaszyn (Zbaszynek) przy kolejowej stacji gra-
nicznej, jako odpowiedz na pozostaly po stronie polskiej punkt wezto-
wy oraz dworzec Zbaszyn (opis znajduje si¢ w: [4, s. 99, 286-288]).

Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Finance, School College
in Wroctaw, Wroctaw District Government as well as the
county and city authorities a decision was made regarding
the foundation and construction of a school as well as the
division of costs and liabilities [2, pp. 12—13].

In the light of the authorities’ decisions, this educa-
tional centre was intended to become a symbol of German
citizenship on the border with Poland, which was clearly
emphasised by the county governor (landrat) Sperling in
his speech during the school opening ceremony [3, p. 3]'.
This idea was supposed to be reflected both in the cur-
riculum and in the functional programme of the centre as
well as in carefully designed architecture of the building
[3, p. 5]. All this was manifested in the size, monumental-
ity, an excellent quality of the building finishing, sophis-
ticated details and also in perfect interior designs. The
building was to be an excellent example of the perfectly
organised, designed and equipped ‘German school’.
Besides, it was not an isolated case. In the 1920° after
demarcating a new Polish-German border in the frontier
areas some other significant buildings were also put up
with their forms emphasising the grandeur of Germany?.

In the autumn of 1927 a building design competition
took place. A design by architect Hans Spitzner, who was
entrusted the realisation of the construction, won the first
prize out of eighty designs. On 28" July 1928 a corner-
stone was laid. The opening ceremony of the edifice took
place on 18" October 1929 [2, p. 13].

Reformed Real High School in Milicz was built on
quite a big plot of land which was given to the school by
the town [5, p. 43] in a new villa district situated outside
the old town centre [6]. Due to the fact that the building
was situated on the street corner and thanks to a great
diversity of sculpturing of its enormous structure as well
as due to quite a simple form with an economical archi-
tectural detail and plants around the building, it was pos-
sible to make the building become a part of the climate of
the surrounding residential housing estate.

The building (Fig. 1, 2) was shaped asymmetrically
and very picturesquely. The whole construction consists
of four forms with different heights, which are covered
with high hipped roofs. The particular wings are situated
at a right angle. The highest building constitutes the main
part with an entrance, administration and natural science
rooms. It was situated in the centre of the layout and
moved away from the streets. The front facade has three
storeys and high basements. The rank of the building is
emphasised by its massive hipped roof with a centrally
situated clock tower and a pre-entrance yard. On the left
there is an adjacent building with a lecture hall and gym-
nasium, which projects up to the pavement. This part was

! This is also confirmed by the name of the school Ostlandschule
(the Eastern Province School) which was given during the first gradua-
tion ceremony in 1935.

2 A good example here is the town of Nowy Zbaszyf (Zbaszynek)
which was built from scratch in the 1920° near the border railway station
as a response to a railway junction and the railway station Zbaszyn
which were left on the Polish side (for the description, see: [4, pp. 99,
286-288]).
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1. 1. Gmach Reformowanego
Gimnazjum Realnego w Miliczu.
Widok od frontu [3, s. 3]

Fig. 1. The edifice of the
Reformed Real High School in
Milicz. Frontal view [3, p. 3]
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I1. 2. Gmach Reformowanego
Gimnazjum Realnego w Miliczu.
Widok od strony boiska [3, s. 7]

Fig. 2. The edifice of the Reformed
Real High School in Milicz.
View from the playground [3, p. 7]

za pomocag wejscia umieszczonego w taczniku. Z drugiej
strony, wzdtuz prostopadtej ulicy ciagnie si¢ nieznacznie
nizsze skrzydto z salami lekcyjnymi. Do niego przylega
dom mieszkalny dyrektora wyrdzniajacy si¢ willowym
charakterem oraz mniejszymi oknami z okiennicami. Na
styku dwoch ostatnich bryl znajduje si¢ pétokragta klat-
ka schodowa.

Od strony ulic budynek szkoty ogrodzono niskim mur-
kiem. Przed glowna czgscig powstat plac, ktory zaplano-
wano nieco wyzej od otaczajacego terenu. Dzieki temu
zabiegowi z jednej strony stworzono specyficzny podest
przed wejsciem gtéwnym, a z drugiej uzyskano wraze-
nie, ze czg$¢ przyziemia w elewacji frontowej to sutere-
ny>. Przed wejsciem glownym znajduja si¢ schody prowa-
dzace bezposrednio do szkoty.

Od strony dzisiejszej ul. Gen. Stefana Grota-Rowec-
kiego (dawniej Gartenstrasse) znajdowat si¢ ogrod kwia-
towy, w duzej czesci przynalezny do domu dyrektora. Za-
planowano w nim m.in. zywoptot z bzu, rabaty rézane,
stoneczniki oraz elementy matej architektury. Tutaj znaj-
dowato si¢ wejscie do mieszkania woznego. Od strony
ponocnej, tuz obok czesci mieszkalnej, w glebi dziatki
zaplanowano czgs¢ gospodarczg oraz ogrodek warzyw-
no-owocowy. W czesci tej od strony ulicy oraz w glebi,
tuz przy czesci sportowej powstaly dwie altany, swoim
ksztattem doskonale zharmonizowane z gléownym gma-
chem. Architekt szczegdlowo opracowal takze ogrodze-
nie, bramy oraz furtki, idealnie dopasowane do charakte-
ru catosci zalozenia.

3 W skrzydle bocznym czy od strony boiska jest to niski parter.

available to the inhabitants of Milicz independently of the
school by means of an entrance situated in the connector.
On the other side along the perpendicular street there is
a slightly lower wing with classrooms. A residential house
of the headmaster, which stands out in its villa character
and smaller windows with shutters, adheres to this wing.
At the junction of the two latter buildings there is a semi-
circular staircase.

The building was surrounded by a low wall at the
streets’ sides. In front of the main part there was a square
which was situated a bit higher than the surrounding area.
Due to this arrangement a specific platform in front of the
entrance was created on the one side and on the other side
there was an impression that a part of the ground floor in
the front facade constituted basements®. In front of the
main entrance there is a staircase leading directly to the
school.

On the side of the present Gen. Stefan Grot-Rowecki
Street (former Gartenstrasse) there was a flower garden
which to a large extent belonged to the headmaster’s
house. Among other things, a lilac hedge, rose flower-
beds, sunflowers and street furniture were designed in it.
In the garden there was an entrance to the caretaker’s flat.
From the northern side just next to the residential part
deep in the plot an agricultural area along with a fruit-
vegetable garden were designed. In this part from the
street side and further in just near the sports part two
arbours were built which perfectly harmonised with the

3 In the side wing or from the side of the playground, this is the low
ground floor.
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Dziedziniec szkolny miescit si¢ pomigdzy skrzydtami
z salami lekcyjnymi i salg gimnastyczng. Od strony za-
chodniej, zaraz za nim stworzono w pdzniejszym czasie
duze boisko z urzadzeniami lekkoatletycznymi, takimi jak
bieznia, ptotki, skocznia i ,,piaskownica” do skoku w dal,
skocznia wzwyz oraz o tyczce. Oba place oddzielone byty
rzgdem kasztanowcow, dzigki czemu uzyskiwano dodat-
kowy cien w czeSci rekreacyjne;.

Elewacje gmachu dawnej milickiej szkoty realnej sg
bardzo proste, bez wyraznych elementdéw artykulacji ar-
chitektonicznej czy plastycznego detalu. Specyficzny
charakter nadaje obiektowi rowny rytm duzych okien: na
parterze zamknigtych tukami pelnymi, a wyzej prosto-
katnych. Jedyne elementy dekoracyjne stanowig pros-
te obramowania portali z rzezba umieszczong centralnie
nad parg drzwi. Przedstawia ona posta¢ kobieca z ksigz-
ka — bogini¢ madrosci. Ponad bocznym wej$ciem znaj-
duje si¢ medalion z trzema pszczotami. Poza tym specy-
ficzne cechy gmach zawdzigcza doktadnie opracowanej
stolarce drzwiowej z metalowymi kratami czy specjalny-
mi latarenkami w nad$wietlach. Sciana szczytowa bloku
auli rozcztonkowana jest pionowymi lizenami o przekro-
ju trojkata przechodzacymi przez cata wysokos$¢. Ponad
okapem dachu umieszczono prostg attyke z dwoma obe-
liskami. Od strony dziedzinca w parterze zaprojektowa-
no rzad arkad.

Uktad funkcjonalny (il. 3) zostat bardzo szczegodto-
wo przemyslany. Zarowno w bryle, jak i w rozplanowaniu
wnetrz poszczegolne strefy (szkolna, rekreacyjno-sporto-
wa oraz mieszkalna) sg oddzielone.

W dwoéch skrzydtach czgsci glownej umieszczono
cala administracj¢ oraz sale lekcyjne. Zaraz za drzwia-
mi glownymi znajduje si¢ przedsionek, a za nim duzy
hall, z ktérym taczy si¢ ulokowana na styku dwoch skrzy-
det przestronna klatka schodowa. Dzigki rozplanowaniu
wszystkich pomieszczen po jednej stronie korytarzy uzys-
kano mozliwos¢ doswietlenia ich $wiatlem dziennym. Za-
stosowano takze przyjeta na poczatku XX w. zasade prze-
nikania si¢ przestrzeni rekreacyjno-komunikacyjnych.
Hall bezposrednio przechodzi w korytarz skrzydla bocz-
nego, a klatka schodowa jest ich integralng czg¢scia. Wyjs-
cia na dziedziniec szkolny byly osobne dla dziewczat
i chtopcow: pierwsze gldéwnymi schodami, drugie pomoc-
niczymi, usytuowanymi przy cze¢sci mieszkalne;j.

Na parterze po obu stronach wejécia znajdowala si¢
portiernia i szatnia, a za nimi biblioteki: uczniowska oraz
nauczycielska wraz z czytelnig. Obok byto pomieszczenie
do rozméw z rodzicami. W drugim skrzydle zaplanowa-
no pokdj nauczycielski, gabinet dyrektora z sekretariatem
oraz trzy sale lekcyjne. Na koncu korytarza umieszczo-
no toalety, dodatkowa klatke schodowg oraz przejscie do
mieszkania dyrektora*. Natomiast w koncu hallu zapro-
jektowano schody prowadzace o pot kondygnacji w dot,
do sali gimnastycznej.

Na pierwszym pigtrze w czesci gtdwnej usytuowano
pomieszczenia do fizyki: sale wyktadowa o uktadzie amfi-

4 Dzi$ w tej czesci znajduje sie biblioteka uczniowska oraz admi-
nistracja.

main building in their shapes. The architect also designed
the fence, gates and wicket gates with all their details,
which perfectly matched the character of the whole layout.

The schoolyard was situated between wings with class-
rooms and the gymnasium. Just behind it on the western
side in subsequent years a large playing field was built
containing athletics devices such as a track, hurdles, a long
jump facility, a high jump facility and a pole vault facility.
Both places were divided by a row of chestnut trees which
provided additional shade in the recreational part.

The edifice facades of the former Milicz real school
are very simple and devoid of any explicit elements of
architectural articulation or artistic detail. A specific cha-
racter was achieved due to the even rhythm of large win-
dows, i.e. on the ground floor they are closed with full
arches, whereas on higher floors the windows are rectan-
gular. Simple frames of portals with sculptures situated
centrally above the pair of doors constitute the only deco-
rative elements. The sculpture presents a woman with
a book — the Goddess of Wisdom. Above the side entrance
there is a medaillon with three bees. Apart from this, the
edifice owes its specific features thanks to precisely
elaborated door carpentry with metal bars or special small
lanterns in transoms. The gable of the lecture room build-
ing is segmented by vertical triangular cross-section
lesenes on the whole length of the wall. Above the eaves
there is a simple attic with two obelisks. On the courtyard
side there is a row of arcades on the ground floor.

The functional system (Fig. 3) was very carefully de-
signed. Both in the form and in the arrangement of inte-
riors, the particular zones (school, recreational, sports and
residential) are clearly separated.

The whole school administration and classrooms are
situated in two wings of the main part. Just behind the
main door there is a vestibule behind which there is
a large hall which in turn is connected with a spacious
staircase located at the junction of two wings. Due to the
fact that all the rooms were located on one side of the
halls, it was possible to illuminate them by means of day-
light. A principle of recreation and communication space
mutual permeation, which was accepted at the beginning
of the 20" century, was applied here. The hall directly
goes to the side wing corridor and the staircase constitutes
its integral part. There were separate exits to the school-
yard for girls and boys, namely, the first exit down the
main stairs and the other exit down the auxiliary stairs
situated near the residential part.

On the ground floor on both sides of the entrance there
was a lodge and a cloakroom and libraries just behind
them, i.e. students’ and teachers’ along with a reading
room. An adjoining room was a meeting place with par-
ents. In the other wing there was a teacher’s room, a head-
master’s office with a secretariat and three classrooms. At
the end of the corridor there were toilets, an additional
staircase and a passage to the headmaster’s flat*. At the
end of the hall there were stairs leading to the gymnasium
which was situated half-storey lower.

4 Today this part houses a library for students and administration.
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1. 3. Rzut parteru [8, ark. 2]

Fig. 3. Ground floor projection [8, ark. 2]

teatralnym, zaplecze, warsztat, pokdj na zbiory i eksponaty
oraz sal¢ do ¢wiczen. Pracownia wyposazona byla w na-
rzedzia umozliwiajace uczniom samodzielne wykonanie
modeli i pomocy naukowych do zaje¢. W gabinecie do
¢wiczen znajdowaly si¢ specjalne stoly z podiagczeniem do
gazu, pradu i wody. Na tym samym poziomie w skrzydle
wschodnim zaplanowano ogdlne sale lekcyjne’.

Na najwyzszej kondygnacji od frontu znalazty si¢ po-
mieszczenia biologiczne: klasa lekcyjna, sala do ¢wiczen
oraz zaplecze. Do ich wyposazenia, oprocz standardo-
wych mebli, nalezaly akwaria, terraria, mikroskopy oraz
bogate zbiory innych pomocy dydaktycznych [5, s. 48].
Obok byty gabinety chemiczne: sala wyktadowa bedaca
jednoczesnie ¢wiczeniowa, zaplecze oraz sktadzik. Te po-
mieszczenia rowniez doskonale wyposazono. Kazdy stot
miat przylacze wody, gazu oraz pradu®.

W drugim skrzydle miescity si¢ m.in. pracownie do
prac recznych — do szycia dla dziewczat oraz warsztat sto-
larski dla chtopcow. Pomigdzy nimi znajdowat si¢ gabinet
geograficzny z zapleczem. Obok zaplanowano pomiesz-

> Opis wyposazenia szkoly za: [5, s. 47-51], [7, s. 9-15] oraz
w wyniku analizy planéw i rysunkow [8], [9].

® Opis wyposazenia szkoly za: [5, s. 47-51], [7, s. 9-15] oraz
w wyniku analizy planow i rysunkow [8], [9].

In the main part on the first floor there were physics
rooms, i.e. a lecture hall arranged as an amphitheatre,
a facility room, a workshop, a room for collections and
exhibits as well as a fitness room. The workshop was
equipped with tools which made it possible for students to
perform models and educational aids for classes indepen-
dently. Special tables that had gas, electricity and water
connections were situated in a practice room. General
classrooms were situated on the same level in the eastern
wing®.

At the front side on the highest storey there were biol-
ogy rooms, i.e. a classroom, a practice room and a facility
room. Apart from standard furniture, the rooms were
equipped with aquariums, terrariums, microscopes and
rich collections of other educational aids [5, p. 48]. Next
to them there were chemistry classrooms, i.c. a lecture
hall which at the same time was a practice room, a facil-
ity room and a storeroom. These rooms were also excel-
lently equipped. Each table was connected with water, gas
and electricity®.

> Description of the school equipment, see: [5, pp. 47-511, [7, pp.
9-15] and on the basis of analysing plans and drawings [8], [9].

¢ Description of the school equipment, see: [5, pp. 47-511, [7, pp.
9-15] and on the basis of analysing plans and drawings [8], [9].
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czenie rezerwowe, w ktorym przechowywano znaleziska
prehistoryczne. Tuz przy gtdwnej klatce schodowej zapro-
jektowano wyjsécie na wieze¢ astronomiczng, mogaca po-
miesci¢ jednoczesnie catg klase’. Wieczorami odbywaty
si¢ lekcje astronomii, do ktorej uzywano specjalnej lunety?®.

Sala muzyczna byta potaczona z aula pigcioma parami
drzwi. Ponad nig znajdowata si¢ klasa rysunkowa z ciem-
nig do wywotlywania zdj¢¢ oraz magazynem na modele.

W piwnicy mieécily si¢ sale szkoty gospodarstwa do-
mowego, dodatkowe warsztaty oraz magazyny na zbiory,
$wietlica 1 rowerownia. Tutaj zaplanowano takze gabinet
pierwszej pomocy, a przy wyjsciach na dziedziniec toalety
dla dziewczat i chtopcow. Wydzielong cz¢$é, tuz przy wejs-
ciu bocznym, stanowito niewielkie mieszkanie woznego.

W skrzydle wysuni¢tym najbardziej na potudnie
umieszczono zespol sali gimnastycznej oraz teatralnej
z calym zapleczem. Byta to czg$¢ niezalezna od szkoty.
Posiadata osobne wejscie, hall, szatnig, sanitariaty oraz
klatke schodowa. Dzigki takiemu rozwigzaniu mieszkan-
cy miasta mogli z niej korzysta¢ poza zajeciami szkol-
nymi. Sala gimnastyczna (il. 4) byta wysoka na péttora
kondygnacji, dzigki czemu powstat w niej balkon dla kibi-
cow. W kompleksie znajdowaly si¢ szatnie dla chtopcow
i dziewczat, pomieszczenia na sprz¢t oraz pokoj nauczy-
ciela. W piwnicy zaprojektowano prysznice oraz toalety.
Sala sportowa byta bardzo dobrze wyposazona. Znajdo-
waly si¢ w niej drazki, kozty, skocznie, wyskocznie, dra-
binki, liny do wspinania oraz inny sprzet sportowy”.

Powyzej usytuowano aule (il. 5) mogaca pomiesci¢
okolo czterystu widzow. Sala teatralna w Miliczu mia-
fa bogaty zestaw pomieszczen pomocniczych. Obok sce-
ny znajdowaly si¢ zaplecza — garderoby, a ona sama wy-
posazona byta w kurtyne oraz urzadzenia teatralne, takie
jak: reflektory oraz rzad specjalnych kolorowych $wiatel,
umozliwiajagcych wprowadzenie dodatkowych efektow.
Pomieszczenie to miato doskonatg akustyke. Cata Sciane
przeciwng oknom zajely drzwi, ktorych otwarcie po za-
konczonym przedstawieniu pozwalato unikna¢ ttoku. Od
strony szkoty cze$¢ ta dostepna byta z poziomu pierwsze-
go pietra, oddzielona przedsionkiem, przy ktorym umiesz-
czono toalety. Obok auli znajdowala si¢ wspomniana juz
klasa muzyczna. W razie potrzeby drzwi pomi¢dzy po-
mieszczeniami otwierano, uzyskujac dodatkowa prze-
strzen dla widzow. Mozna byto wtedy pomiesci¢ nawet
do siedmiuset 0sob.

W szkole milickiej projektant bardzo doktadnie opra-
cowat dekoracje sufitow i $cian, nie tylko na korytarzu,
ale rowniez w salach lekcyjnych. Przecinajace si¢ listwy
tworzg wraz z kloszami lamp, zaprojektowanych specjal-
nie dla tego obiektu, doskonale zharmonizowany orna-
ment (il. 6). Sciany hallu kolejnych kondygnacji wytozo-
no plytkami ceramicznymi do wysokos$ci okoto 2 m (il. 7).
Na parterze miaty one barwe zielong, na pierwszym pig-

7 Wieza astronomiczna byta jednoczes$nie wiezg zegarowa, wyzna-
czala niejako kompozycyjny srodek zatozenia.

8 Opis wyposazenia szkoty za: [5, s. 47-51] oraz [7, s. 9-15].
Luneta ta znajduje si¢ w zbiorach szkoty.

 Opis wyposazenia szkoly za: [5, s. 47-51] oraz [7, s. 9—15].

The other wing housed, inter alia, handicrafts work-
shops — a sewing studio for girls and a carpenter work-
shop for boys. A geography classroom and a facility room
were situated between them. Just beside, a spare room was
situated where prehistoric finds were kept. Next to the
main staircase there was an exit to the astronomical tower
which was big enough for the whole class to stay there at
the same time’. In the evenings astronomy classes took
place there during which a special telescope was used®.

A music room was connected with the lecture hall by
means of five pairs of doors. A drawing classroom with
a dark room for developing photographs along with a store-
room for models were situated above the music room.

In the basement there were household school rooms,
additional workshops and storerooms for collections,
a common room and a bicycle storage room. Here, there
was also a first aid room and toilets for girls and boys near
the exits to the schoolyard. A small flat for a caretaker was
situated in a separate place just near the side entrance.

In the wing that projected most to the south there was
a complex of the gymnasium and the theatrical hall with
facilities. It was a part independent of the school. It had
a separate entrance, a hall, a cloakroom, sanitary appli-
ances and a staircase. Thanks to this solution, residents of
the town could use it after school classes were finished.
The gymnasium (Fig. 4) was a storey and a half high,
which made it possible to arrange a balcony for suppor-
ters. In the complex there were locker rooms for boys and
girls, rooms for equipment and a teacher’s room. Showers
and toilets were situated in the basement. The gymnasium
was equipped very well. There were handrails, vaulting
bucks, jumping facilities, jumping up facilities, wall bars,
climbing ropes and other sports equipment’.

Above there was an assembly hall (Fig. 5) which could
hold about four hundred spectators. The theatrical hall in
Milicz had a rich set of auxiliary rooms. Near the stage
there were facility and dressing rooms, whereas the stage
itself was equipped with a curtain and theatrical devices
such as spotlights and a row of special colourful lights
which made it possible to make special effects. The room
had excellent acoustics. The whole wall, which was oppo-
site to the windows, constituted doors which, when ope-
ned after a performance, made it possible to avoid
crowding of people. From the school side this part was
accessible from the level of the first storey and separated
from a vestibule near which toilets were situated. Next to
the assembly hall the abovementioned music classroom
was located. If necessary, the door between rooms was
opened, which gave additional space for spectators. There
was enough room even for seven hundred people.

In the school the architect very carefully elaborated on
ceiling and wall ornamentations, not only in the halls but

7 The astronomical tower was also a clock tower and it constituted
a compositional centre of the layout.

8 Description of the school equipment, see: [5, pp. 47-51], [7,
pp. 9-15]. This telescope is in the school collection.

° Description of the school equipment, see: [5, pp. 47-51], [7,
pp. 9-15]
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1. 4. Sala gimnastyczna [3, s. 19]
Fig. 4. Gymnasium [3, p. 19]

Il. 5. Aula [3,s. 17]
Fig. 5. Assembly hall [3, p. 17]

11. 6. Dekoracje sufitow na korytarzu oraz w hallu przy auli (fot. A. Lisowska)

Fig. 6. Ceiling ornaments in the corridor and in the hall near the assembly hall (photo by A. Lisowska)

11. 7. Hall szkoly (parter) (fot. A. Lisowska)
Fig. 7. School hall (ground floor) (photo by A. Lisowska)

trze niebieska, a na ostatnim zo6ttg. Mozliwe, ze dobrana
kolorystyka nawigzywata do ziemi, nieba i stonca. Duze
wrazenie robig klatki schodowe: w czeSci szkolnej z ka-
miennymi stopniami i pelng granitowa balustrada, w czgsci
sportowo-teatralnej z balustrada metalowa o prostej formie
przecinajacych si¢ listew, a w mieszkalnej — schoda-

also in the classrooms. Crossing strips along with lamp-
shades, which were especially designed for this building,
create a perfectly harmonised ornament (Fig. 6). The hall
walls of the subsequent storeys were covered with ceram-
ic tiles up to a height of 2 m (Fig. 7). On the ground floor
they were green, on the first floor blue and on the last
floor yellow. It is quite possible that the colour referred
to the earth, the sky and the sun. The staircases are highly
impressive, namely, in the school part they impress with
their stone steps and a full marble balustrade, whereas
in the sport and theatrical part with a metal balustrade
with a simple form of crossing strips while in the residen-
tial part — by wooden stairs and banisters. Door carpen-
try, which was elaborated in detail, also gives a specific
character to the interiors. In the communication part, the
doors are very simple with large glazing divided into even
fields by means of wooden muntins (sash bars). On the
other hand, the architect designed a specific grating of the
glass part between the vestibule and the hall. Wrought
iron bars in the transoms of this door present an interest-
ing decorative element. The following figures of students
were placed there: one of the boys was featured with
a book, the other one probably with tytka (a small
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I1. 8. Wejscie gtowne do szkoly wraz z rzezba ,,bogini madrosci” (fot. A. Lisowska)

Fig. 8. School main entrance with the sculpture of ‘goddess of wisdom” (photo by A. Lisowska)

mi i1 por¢gczami drewnianymi. Charakter wnetrzom na-
daje takze szczegdtowo opracowana stolarka drzwiowa.
W czgéci komunikacyjnej drzwi sg bardzo proste, z duzy-
mi przeszkleniami podzielonymi na rowne pola drewnia-
nymi szprosami. Pomigdzy przedsionkiem a hallem na-
tomiast architekt zaprojektowat specyficzne okratowanie
czesci szklanej. Ciekawy element dekoracyjny stano-
wig kute kraty w nad$wietlach tych drzwi. Umieszczo-
no w nich postacie uczniow: jeden z chlopcow przedsta-
wiony zostat z ksiazka, drugi prawdopodobnie z tytka'’.
Ornamenty te nawigzywaé mialy do specyfiki funkcji bu-
dynku.

Niewiele jest detali plastycznych. Ponad gléwnym
wejsSciem, jak juz wspomniano, znajduje si¢ niewielka
figurka kobiety z ksiazka — bogini madrosci (il. 8), nato-
miast nad drzwiami do kompleksu rekreacyjnego medalion
z trzema pszczotami. Podobny znajduje si¢ w sieni szkol-
nej. Byt to motyw dekoracyjny o znaczeniu symbolicz-

10 Tytka — torba w ksztalcie ,,rogu obfitosci”, wypelniona zwykle
stodyczami, a przeznaczona dla dziecka idacego po raz pierwszy do
szkoly. Zwyczaj ten pochodzi z Niemiec. Do poczatku XX w. istniaty
rozne formy ,,opakowania” takiego prezentu. Stozkowe tuby zdomino-
waly podarunki szkolne, rozprzestrzeniajac si¢ po pierwszej wojnie
Swiatowej z terenu Saksonii i Turyngii, nie tylko na inne obszary
Rzeszy, ale takze do Austrii, Czech i do Polski na teren Slaska [za: 10].

bag)'®. These ornaments were supposed to refer to the
specific function of the building.

Artistic details are rather scarce. As it was mentioned,
above the main entrance there is a small figure of a wo-
man with a book — the Goddess of Wisdom (Fig. 8),
whereas above the door to the recreation complex there is
a medallion with three bees. A similar one can be seen in
the school hallway. It was a decorative motif of a sym-
bolic meaning which was often encountered in educa-
tional buildings. Bees represent diligence, wisdom and
prudence [11, p. 341]. In the hall above the doors to the
gymnasium and to the schoolyard situated next to each
other there are sculptures of birds (Fig. 9) which also
constituted a frequent ornamental element of school
buildings in the first half of the 20" century. One of them
probably features a stork which adjust glasses placed on
its long beak with the use of its leg. The other one is
a pelican with chicks. Apart from a symbol of care about

10 Tytka — a bag shaped as a ‘horn of plenty’ usually filled with
sweets and prepared for a child that goes to school for the first time. This
custom comes from Germany. Till the beginning of the 20" century there
were different forms of ‘packaging’ of this present. Conical tubes domi-
nated school gifts and spread after the First World War from Saxony and
Thuringia not only to other regions of the Third Reich but also to
Austria, Czech and Poland to the region of Silesia [see: 10].
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1. 9. Rzezby ptakow znajdujace si¢ w hallu szkoty na parterze (fot. A. Lisowska)

Fig. 9. Sculptures of birds in the school hall on the ground floor (photo by A. Lisowska)

nym bardzo czesto spotykany w obiektach oswiatowych.
Pszczoly oznaczaja pracowito$¢, madro$¢ i roztropnosc
[11, s. 341]. W hallu ponad umieszczonymi obok siebie
drzwiami do sali gimnastycznej i na dziedziniec znaj-
duja si¢ rzezby ptakow (il. 9), ktore takze byly czestym
elementem zdobniczym gmachéw szkolnych w 1. po-
fowie XX w. Jedna z nich przedstawia najprawdopodo-
bniej bociana poprawiajacego noga okulary na dlugim
dziobie. Druga to pelikan z piskletami. Oprocz symbolu
troski o dzieci'!, moze on by¢ interpretowany jako sym-
bol ofiarnej mito$ci macierzynskiej i ojcowskiej [13,
s. 118-119].

W koncach korytarzy na kazdym pietrze znajdowaty
si¢ ,,poidta” z woda do picia. Niestety elementy te si¢ nie
zachowaly.

Warto takze podkresli¢, ze meble 1 wyposazenie, za-
réwno sal lekcyjnych, jak i warsztatéw, biblioteki czy ga-
binetow nauczycielskich i dyrektora byty starannie dobra-
ne, a niektore specjalnie zaprojektowane do tego obiektu.

Skrzydto wysunigte najbardziej na potnoc stanowito
cze$¢ prywatng. Mieszkanie dyrektora, wedlug dwczes-
nych standardow higieniczno-funkcjonalnych, bylo od-
dzielone od przestrzeni dla uczniow. Oprocz glownego
wejscia z ogrodu zaplanowano takze specjalne przejs-
cie z parteru szkoty. Na tym poziomie zaprojektowano
kuchnig, pokdj dzienny polaczony duzymi rozsuwanymi

!l Znaczenie detalu przedstawiajacego dorostego ptaka z mtodymi,
czgsto stosowanego w szkotach, bylo takie, ze dzieci w szkole powinny
by¢ bezpieczne jak piskleta w gniezdzie [za: 12, s. 5].

children'!, it can also be interpreted as a symbol of sacri-
ficial maternal and paternal love [13, pp. 118-119].

At the ends of corridors on each floor there were
‘drinking fountains’ with potable water. Unfortunately,
these elements are not preserved.

It is worth emphasising that furniture and equipment
both of the classrooms and workshops, the library or teach-
er’s and headmaster’s rooms were chosen carefully and
some of them were designed especially for this building.

The wing that projected most to the north constituted
a private part. According to the hygienic and functional
standards existing at the time, the headmaster’s flat was
separated from the space for students. Apart from the
main passage from the garden, there was also a special
passage from the ground floor of the school. On this level
there was a kitchen, and a day room connected with the
dining room, a veranda and a ‘male’ room by means of
a large sliding door. On the first floor there were two
rooms for children, a bedroom and a bathroom, while on
the second floor there was a guest room and some free
space of the attic. In the basement there was a laundry,
a mangle and storerooms.

The Reformed Real High School in Milicz was sup-
posed to be a model of a good school. The school offered
a high level of education. The basic school curriculum
was complemented by additional classes which broad-

' The meaning of the detail featuring an adult bird with its young,
often used in schools, was that the children at school should feel as safe
as chicks in the nest [see: 12, p. 5].
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drzwiami z jadalnia, weranda oraz gabinetem ,,me¢skim”.
Na pierwszym pi¢trze byly dwa pokoje dla dzieci, sypial-
nia oraz tazienka, a na drugim pokdj goscinny oraz wolna
przestrzen poddasza. W piwnicy znajdowata si¢ pralnia,
magiel oraz magazyny.
Reformowalne Gimnazjum Realne w Miliczu mia-
o by¢ wzorem dobrej placowki oswiatowej. Szkota ofe-
rowata wysoki poziom nauczania. Podstawowy program
uzupehniaty zajecia dodatkowe rozszerzajace wiedzg,
umiejetnosci oraz rozwijajace uzdolnienia. Odpowiednie
warunki do nauki zapewniatl szczegdtowo przemyslany
i $wietnie wyposazony budynek szkolny. Zespoty sal spe-
cjalistycznych zaopatrzonych w odpowiednie stoty i taw-
ki, regaly 1 szafy, projektory oraz systemy zaciemniania
sal, wszelkie urzadzenia, narzedzia, modele czy pomoce
naukowe, umozliwialy wszechstronny rozwoj mtodziezy.
Obiekt wyrdznia si¢ z otaczajacej zabudowy willowe;j,
jednoczesnie wpisujac si¢ w zastany krajobraz. Rozrzezbie-
nie bryty oraz narozna lokalizacja sprawily, ze nie jest on
przytlaczajacy dla sasiednich domkow. Oszczgdny detal
oraz okalajaca zielen pozwolity mu fatwiej wtopi¢ si¢ w oto-
czenie. Natomiast kilka prostych zabiegow, takich jak rowny
rytm duzych okien, lizeny przechodzace przez calg elewacje
auli, podkreslenie wejs¢ prostymi opaskami oraz pojawiaja-
ce si¢ ponad nimi jedyne w catym gmachu rzezby, wysokie
dachy oraz akcentujaca glowna czg§¢ wiezyczka zegarowa
(bedaca jednoczes$nie wieza astronomiczng), wyraznie na-
daje szkole cechy monumentalne, podkreslajace jego range.
Budynek ten ma cechy modernistyczne, ale z wply-
wami historyzmu — wysokie strome dachy, potkoliscie za-
mknigte okna parteru oraz elementy zgeometryzowanych
lizen czy attyki na Scianie szczytowej bloku auli. Ukta-
dem funkcjonalnym doskonale wpisuje si¢ w d6wczesne
rozwigzania placowek edukacyjnych. Szerokie, jasne ko-
rytarze, przenikajace si¢ przestrzenie elementow komu-
nikacyjnych, funkcjonalno$¢ w rozplanowaniu pomiesz-
czen oraz coraz lepsze warunki higieniczne dostosowane
byty do nowych wymagan zmieniajacego si¢ szkolnictwa.
Bez watpienia Reformowane Gimnazjum Realne
w Miliczu bylo szkota wyjatkowa. A sam budynek szkol-
ny do dzis jest peretka architektonicznag nie tylko Milicza,
ale 1 catego regionu (il. 10).

I1. 10. Budynek szkoty obecnie
(fot. A. Lisowska)

Fig. 10. School building at present
(photo by A. Lisowska)

ened knowledge and skills and developed abilities. This
school building, carefully designed and excellently
equipped, provided students with appropriate conditions
for learning. Complexes of specialist classrooms, which
were equipped with appropriate tables and desks, book-
shelves and cabinets, projectors as well as room darken-
ing systems, all devices, tools, models or educational aids,
enabled the students’ development in a comprehensive
way.

The building stands out in the surrounding villa devel-
opment and at the same time it blends in with the existing
landscape. The sculpturing variety of the form and its
corner location resulted in the fact that it did not over-
whelm the surrounding houses. The economical detail
and surrounding plants helped it to fit in the surroundings.
On the other hand, several simple elements such as the
even rhythm of large windows, lesenes crossing the
whole assembly hall facade, emphasising the entrances
with straight bands and the only sculptures in the whole
building above them, high roofs and the clock tower
emphasising the main part (which was at the same time an
astronomic tower), explicitly gives the school monumen-
tal features underlying its rank.

This building has modernistic features but it also fea-
tures influences of historicism — high steep roofs, ground
floor windows closed semi-circularly and elements of
geometrised lesenes or attics on the gable of the assembly
hall building. Its functional system perfectly blends in
with the then existing solutions of educational institu-
tions. Wide, bright corridors, permeating spaces of commu-
nication elements, functionality in the arrangement of
rooms and better hygienic conditions were adapted to new
requirements of the changing system of education.

Undoubtedly, the Reformed Real High School in Mi-
licz was an exceptional school. The school building itself
is still perceived as an architectural gem not only of Mi-
licz but also of the whole region (Fig. 10).

Translated by
Bogustaw Setkowicz
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Streszczenie

W latach 1927-1929 powstat w Miliczu gmach szkolny dla nowo utworzonego Reformowanego Gimnazjum Realnego. Placowka ta byta odpowie-
dzia na duze zapotrzebowanie spoteczenstwa milickiego na szkote $rednia konczaca si¢ matura. Popularnie nazwana ,,Ostlandschule”, z zatozenia
miata by¢ wzorem dobrej szkoty niemieckiej. Okazaty, monumentalny budynek w willowej dzielnicy, poza staromiejskim centrum stanowit doskona-
1a baze lokalowa, umozliwiajaca wszechstronne ksztatcenie i rozw6j mtodziezy. Dzigki naroznikowemu ustawieniu oraz rozrzezbieniu bryly dosko-
nale wpisuje si¢ w sasiadujaca zabudowe mieszkaniowa. Jednocze$nie swoja prosta, modernistyczng forma, rytmem dhuzszych prostokatnych okien
oraz odpowiednim podkresleniem wej$¢, wyrdznia si¢ z otoczenia. Architekt Hans Spitzner doktadnie przemyslat uktad funkcjonalny. Poszczegolne
strefy: sportowo-rekreacyjng, szkolng i mieszkalna oddzielono od siebie. W czgséci glownej znajdowaty si¢ zespoty pomieszczen do nauk przyrodni-
czych, w skrzydle bocznym administracja oraz inne sale lekcyjne. Kompleks sali gimnastycznej oraz auli stanowit samowystarczalny czton, dostgpny
dla mieszkancow takze po lekcjach. Osobnym elementem byt dom dyrektora otoczony ogrodem. Reformowane Gimnazjum Realne w Miliczu byto
szkola wyjatkowa. A sam budynek szkolny do dzi$ jest peretka architektoniczna nie tylko Milicza, ale i catego regionu.

Stowa kluczowe: Milicz, architektura szk6t, modernizm

Abstract

A new school building came into existence in the years 1927-1929 for the newly created Real Reformed Gymnasium. This facility was the response
to the high demand of the Milicz community for a high school ending with school leaving exams. Popularly called “Ostlandschule”, it was supposed
to be a model German school. The carefully designed building was to enable comprehensive education and development of youth, supporting the idea
through its architecture as well. The magnificent monumental building came into being in a residential area away from the old town centre. Due to its
corner setting and interesting mass it perfectly fits the adjacent residential development. At the same time its simple modernist form, long rectangular
windows and appropriate highlighting of the entrances make it outstanding. The architect Hans Spitzner thoroughly visualized the functional layout.
Each area: sports and recreation, school and residential were separated one from another. The main building housed facilities for the Sciences, the side
wing contained other classrooms and the administration. The gymnasium and assembly hall constitutes a self-sufficient segment open to residents
after classes. The head teacher’s house, surrounded by a garden was another separate element. The Reformed Real Gymnasium in Milicz was an
exceptional school and the building itself has been a precious architectural gem not only of Milicz but of the entire region.

Key words: Milicz, architecture of school buildings, modernism
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