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Abstract

Settlements in Southern Pannonia are known for their well-regulated urban matrix, which was developed after the Habsburg reconquest of this
peripheral region of Central Europe from the Ottomans in the 17"-18™ centuries. The previous destructive wars left this land as a “tabula rasa” — bar-
ren and severely underpopulated. Hence, this was a “perfect polygon” for Habsburg military engineers to enforce the complete regulation of land and
settlements, focusing on then-modern, colonial-style strict orthogonal organisation. However, some albeit rare settlements and their basic elements,
such as public squares, urban blocks or streets, had preserved their organic matrix from medieval and Ottoman times. In these cases, a gradual process
of strict regulation was implemented as a compromise, resulting in the present-day historical urban ambience with overlapping urban-planning legacy
— their organic layer is usually “beneath” a relatively simplified and regulated form. The spotlight of this research is on public squares in the historic
cores of Southern Pannonian cities in Serbia. The research first defines a historical context and general typology regarding their urban morphology.
Then, a case study on Holy Trinity Square in the City of Sombor is presented. This square is appropriate for a historical-morphological analysis, as it
has not physically changed for the last 150 years, so the square represents an insight into the past after the aforementioned Habsburg urban regulation.

This means that this research embraces the specific remnants of colonial urbanism in the middle of Europe.
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Introduction

Pannonian Plain in the southern corner of Central Eu-
rope (Fig. 1) has been a borderland region since the be-
ginning of civilisation. In antiquity, the Danube, the major
river in the plain, served as a “Limes”, a border between
the Roman Empire to the southwest and barbarian tribes
to the northeast (Frontiers... 2011; Remenyik, Szabo and
Guth 2016). In the deeply religious Middle Ages, the plain
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divided the realms of Western and Eastern Christianity,
contributing to persistent local instability (Lemaji¢ 2008).
Later, the Pannonian Plain was a major battleground be-
tween the Habsburg and Ottoman empires for almost three
centuries (1520s—1800s). Several Austro-Turkish wars
completely devastated much of the communities, settle-
ments and economy in the plain (Aksan 2007). In the af-
termath, the Pannonian Plain was left barren and severely
underpopulated.

Habsburgs made the main territorial gains in the third
Habsburg-Ottoman War (1683-1699), conquering the cen-
tral and southern thirds of the Pannonian Plain'. The previous

! This area is currently divided between four states: the central part
of the Pannonian Plain makes southern Hungary, whereas its southern
part is northern Serbia. The smaller southwestern part is eastern Croatia,
while the southeastern one belongs to westernmost Romania.
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Fig. 1. Pannonian Plain (light green area) with the current international
borders, major rivers and cities. The case-study city — Sombor

1. 1. Nizina Panonska (obszar jasnozielony) z obecnymi granicami
panstw, glownymi rzekami i miastami. Miasto bedace przedmiotem
studium przypadku — Sombor — jest oznaczone czerwong kropka

destructive wars left this land as a “tabula rasa” for new
development (Simonovi¢, Ribar 1993). The well-organ-
ised Austrian military, over-present in this newly-acquired
borderland region, also took a major task in its territorial
arrangement and redevelopment (Good 1984). During the
18t century, Austrian military engineers remodelled the
southern half of Pannonia in a multi-layer manner. First,
numerous ponds and swamps were drained with new-
ly-built canals, river courses were regulated and shortened
by cutting numerous meanders, and protective causeways
were built (Dragovic¢ et al. 2005). Military engineers used
the then modern tenets of colonial urbanism as a role-mod-
el, where an orthogonal territorial organisation was seen
as efficient, orderly, and hierarchical (Home, King 2016).
They implemented these tenets swiftly; the whole territo-
ry — settlements and agricultural land — was organised in
a rational orthogonal manner, which was customised only
in the case of natural limitations (rivers, hills, etc.).

The focal point of these planned settlements with an or-
thogonal matrix in southern Pannonia has been a central
square, which also tended to be shaped in a strictly reg-
ulated form — as a square or rectangle (Simonovi¢, Ribar
1993). However, some public squares, especially in major
settlements with rich albeit hidden previous morphologi-
cal strata, were more developed gradually, from an organic
to a more regulated form (Pusi¢ 1987). Today, many such
public squares look like completely regulated and formed
in the Habsburg times. Although this is a common over-
simplification, precise research on this topic is extremely
rare and internationally unknown, especially in the context
of this time — the utilisation of a colonial urbanism in the
middle of Europe.

This research aims to bring this neglected scientific
topic in regional urban morphology into the international
spotlight. The research subject is Holy Trinity Square in

the City of Sombor, Serbia. This square is appropriate for
a historical-morphological analysis, as it has not physically
changed for the last 150 years, so the square represents
an insight into the past after the aforementioned Habsburg
urban regulation. Hence, the research is a case study with
the contextual analysis of the urban morphology of public
squares in the southern Pannonian Plain. This approach
was somewhat driven by practical needs, as it stemmed
from preparatory research conducted for an urban design
competition for this public square in Sombor, with a pur-
pose to set up the design idea based on the local urban
legacy and inherited identity. However, the contribution
of this research is reframed to be a scientific one — to shed
light on this internationally hidden topic about the urban
morphology of cities in southern Pannonia and its key ele-
ments. This means that the explanation of the genesis and
morphology of the case-study public square is a key to em-
bracing this specific remnant of colonial urbanism in the
middle of Europe.

The state of research — public squares
within urban morphology in Southern Pannonia

This research first had to define the historical context
and general typology regarding public squares as the im-
portant elements of regional urban morphology before
a focus on the concrete case.

First, it should be emphasised that regional urban mor-
phology has many other specific elements. The orthogo-
nal matrix of urban blocks and streets in new settlements
in southern Pannonia has had many advantages, such as
a simple and fast implementation, unlimited form for
physical expansion and reconstruction, and the efficient
control of the whole space (Djuki¢, Stupar and Antonié
2018a). This military-developed orthogonal order was re-
flected in all elements of such settlements: urban blocks,
streets, squares, building plots, and ultimately, the build-
ings themselves (Fig. 2). The shape of urban blocks was
mainly square or rectangular. Streets were straight and
very wide, sometimes even 30-40 m, due to several rea-
sons: to prevent the spread of fire between blocks, to leave
place for urban trees in a naturally deforested plain with
strong winds, and, in rural settlements, to enable the pas-
sage of the herds of cattle. Building plots also tended to be
rectangular with one shorter side on the street. They were
divided into several sections from the street, so economic
buildings, especially with a “smelly content”, could not be
built in the first/street section. This section was reserved
for a house that had to be oriented in such a way so as to
be exposed to insolation as much as possible to enhance
public health measures (Simonovi¢, Ribar 1993).

As it was explained, the focal point of these planned
settlements with an orthogonal matrix in southern Panno-
nia has been a central square, also shaped as a square or
rectangle (Simonovi¢, Ribar 1993). There were two ap-
proaches to form it (Fig. 2); (1) the square that was the
“left out block” surrounded by four streets, and (2) the
square formed by chamfering four blocks that form the
main crossroad in settlement. Public buildings were built
around the square, while the most important ones, such
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Fig. 3. Initially organic, then regulated central squares in Serbian cities of Southern Pannonia (elaborated by B. Antoni¢)

1. 3. Poczatkowo organiczne, pozniej uregulowane place centralne w serbskich miastach potudniowej Panonii (oprac. B. Antoni¢)

as a church(es), were often situated in the middle. These
two approaches make the core of the typology of central
squares in planned settlements with an orthogonal matrix.

However, some settlements in southern Pannonia had
preserved the remnants of their previous organic ma-
trix from medieval and Ottoman times. The same can be
said for their basic elements, including public squares. In
these cases, a gradual process of strict regulation was im-
plemented as a compromise, resulting in the present-day
historical urban ambience with overlapping albeit hidden
urban-planning legacy — their organic layer is usually “be-
neath” a relatively simplified and regulated form (Pusi¢
1987). In some cases, the level of urban orthogonality and
regulation in bigger settlements was reflected in a local
ethnic picture. More regulated and centrally located urban
parts were more settled by Germans, who traditionally
were better educated and controlled local administration
and government, while other ethnicities (Hungarians,
Serbs, Jews, Romanians, Croats, Slovaks, etc.) were more
into agriculture, crafts and trade.

Considering central squares, the attempts of their forced
regularisation can be found mainly in cities, where this
process targeted more regular forms — rectangular or tri-
angular. Nowadays, they present a variety of morpholog-
ical shapes with an interesting genesis in the background
(Fig. 3) (Djuki¢, Stupar and Antoni¢ 2018b). In addition,
they also vary regarding other integral elements, such as
focal elements, openings, size, etc. (Poki¢ 2009). This ra-
tional approach in balancing between forced and gradual
urban regulation was later copied in the establishment and
regulation of new settlements in 19"-century Principality
of Serbia, as well as their central squares (Koji¢ 1970).

Methods

The method used in this research is a single-case study.
This method, in contrast to multiple-case study, does not em-
ploy a comparative approach. Therefore, it requires the con-
textualisation of the research to establish the inputs on how
to examine the case study (Gustafsson 2017). Therefore,
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this research has already defined the historical urban context
of the Southern Pannonian Plain and the general typology
of the central public squares in this region in line with their
urban morphology. In the next section, the research is con-
tinued through the single case study on Holy Trinity Square
in the historic core of Sombor. This analysis is tailored as
historical-morphological to explain both the geneses of the
historic core of the city and the square within it in paral-
lel. The temporal limits of the analysis are approximately
the last three centuries, as the radical urban regulation of
Sombor began with the Habsburg conquest of this region
in 1699. The last section of the research is discussion and
conclusion, where the importance of this research is high-
lighted to address the possibilities of its exploitation and
the future urban (re)development, especially regarding the
aforementioned upsurge of cultural tourism as a prospect to
regenerate and revitalise the historic core of Sombor as well
as the city in general.

Case study
— Holy Trinity Square in Sombor, Serbia

Holy Trinity Square is one of two main public squares
in Sombor. The city is one of 28 official cities in Serbia and
the administrative seat of Western Backa District. Som-
bor is located in the southern-central Pannonian Plain and
close to the Danube River (Fig. 1). In Serbia, it is in the
north-westernmost corner of the country, close to Hungary
and Croatia. The borderland peripheral position of the city
for more than a century has slowed the economic devel-
opment of Sombor, so it has been one of the most shrink-
ing Serbian cities in the last 20 years (Antoni¢, Djuki¢ and

Mari¢ 2020). Currently, the city has 42,000 inhabitants. In
contrast to the dire economic and demographic situation,
the city possesses the most preserved historic core among
medium-sized cities in Serbia, which has influenced the
rise of cultural and slow-city tourism in recent years (An-
toni¢, Djuki¢ and Mari¢ 2023).

By its genesis patterns, Holy Trinity Square fits into the
regional type of the aforementioned Southern Pannonian
city, developed in the 18M—19t centuries. One of the pe-
culiarities of this city type is the so-called dual or bipolar
centre (Pusi¢ 1987). The regional cities of this type have
two important traditional public squares in their core. The
reason for the existence of the dual centre is historical and
religious. While the cities in the other parts of the Panno-
nian Plain were predominantly Roman Catholic, most of
the cities in its south had a significant share or a majority
of the Orthodox (mostly Serbian) population from the very
beginning of the Habsburg rule. As the Orthodox inhabi-
tants were mainly employed in trade, crafts, and services,
they settled around the main market square and the main
street. The Roman Catholics, mainly Germans and, later,
Hungarians, held administration and government in the
city, as well as across the Austro-Hungary (Taylor 1948).
Hence, they were settled in the administrative part of the
historic core, centred in the other square dedicated for
events and manifestations.

There are regional cities where these two squares are
spatially significantly apart from each other, up to 500 m.
In other cases, they are closer, like “antipodes” at the ends
of the main street. The second pattern is evident in the his-
toric core of Sombor. as Holy Trinity Square is next to the
city hall (Fig. 4), which makes its eastern side and separates

Fig. 4. The current state of Holy Trinity Square with the city hall of Sombor (photo by D. Mitrovi¢)

1. 4. Obecny stan placu Swictej Trojcy z ratuszem w Somborze (fot. D. Mitrovic)
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this square from also important St. George Square (Fig. 5).
These two squares with the city hall in between make the
aforementioned dual centre in Sombor. This duality had
a deep historical meaning. According to Milan Stepanovié
(2019), (4)s the Square of St. George was a place for spir-
itual, political and social gatherings of Somborian [Ortho-
dox] Serbs, on the Square of Holy Trinity... the citizens of
Sombor of the Roman Catholic faith (Bunjevacs®, Hungar-
ians and Germans) gathered.

Hence, Holy Trinity Square is not important just for its
excellent location in the historic core of the city; it also
occupies an extremely important place in Sombor history
and present-day life. The importance of the square arose
during the most vibrant period of Sombor after obtain-
ing the status of a free royal city’ in 1749 (Cirkovi¢ et al.
2017). The formation of the present-day square began that
year with the construction of the town hall (Fig. 4) on the
site of the former yard of the “castle” of Jovan Brankovi¢,
a local border military officer. This space transformed into
an open space for larger events and outdoor gatherings —
a manifestation square. The square got its name from the
centrally situated Monument of the Holy Trinity, erected in
1774 (Stepanovic 2018).

The current shape of the square dates back to 1840s,
when the extension of the town hall with a new tower was
added on its eastern side (National Center for Digitization
[Gradska Kuca]). The design of the square that is basically
visible today was carried out in the 2" half of the 19" cen-
tury by filling it with cobblestones and partial greening.
Somewhat more significant modifications were made
during the 2" half of the 20™ century, when the Monument
of the Holy Trinity was removed from the square, and the
area was transformed into an urban park. The last changes
from a few decades ago were aimed at returning the state
of the square to its previous state from the late 19 century
(Stepanovi¢ 2019).

The previous historical data clearly underline that the
genesis of Holy Trinity Square in many respects followed
the fate of Sombor. Its socio-economical boom as a free
royal city in the 2" half of the 18™ century was followed
by the initial development of the square as a key gather-
ing place for the people of Sombor. The local aspirations
towards beautification and urbanisation, typical for this
period of Austro-Hungary during the first industrialisation
in the last third of the 19 century (Good 1984), were also
reflected in this square through its modernisation and re-
design. On the other side, industrialisation contributed to
social stratification and even worse living conditions in the
cities of the then-Austro-Hungarian Empire. Thus, paving
and planting trees in the square should be understood as
the first attempts at the then-modern sanitary and hygienic
upgrading of the city (Pusi¢ 1987). This sanitary-hygien-
ic-driven urban design reached its peak through mod-

2 Bunjevacs are a small Roman Catholic South Slavic ethnicity in
the border region between Hungary and Serbia.

3 Free royal city was an official term for the most important cities in
the Kingdom of Hungary from the late 12 century until its dissolution after
World War 1. This status granted certain privileges for a settlement, which
eventually led to its faster economic development (Bacskai, Nagy 1984).

ernist urbanism in the middle of the 20" century, which
was (fortunately) only indirectly applied to Holy Trinity
Square through its transformation into an urban park, with-
out more radical moves. The change in the political system
after World War 11 was clearly reflected in the replacement
of the Monument of the Holy Trinity as an important re-
ligious landmark in its central place with an “atheistic”
fountain (Stepanovi¢ 2019).

At the end of the 20 century, the awareness of urban
heritage revived the general willingness to preserve a tra-
ditional city. This had an impact in well-preserved cities in
northern Serbia (Djukié, Stupar and Antoni¢ 2018b). In the
case of Holy Trinity Square in Sombor, the park was re-
modelled into a pedestrianised square (Fig. 5). This modern
time-frame in question is the year 1972, when Holy Trinity
Square was once again, and finally, reconstructed. Large
elements from the central part of the square were removed,
such as the already mentioned fountain and trees, and the
paving with cobblestone was restored. This new, “bare”
square has received a recognisable local nickname — “Bald
Square” (Stepanovi¢ 2019). Close to that year is the year
1969, when the entire historic core in Sombor (known as
“Venac/Coronet”), including Holy Trinity Square, was first
registered in the register of cultural monuments (i.e., pro-
tected cultural heritage) (National Center for Digitization
[Venac]). The mentioned measures applied in Sombor fitted
properly within this new protection status. Around the same
time, the functional conversion of surrounding buildings
happened — the former administrative buildings and “ur-
ban palaces” (Gale House, Grasalkovi¢ Palace) were trans-
formed into cultural institutions.
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Fig. 5. The location of Holy Trinity Square in the city historic core
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The Square has not experienced significant spatial
changes after the 1970s. However, it completely regained
the functional attributes of a square for public events and
manifestations. Surrounding urban fabric did not change
significantly for a long time, until the third millennium. In
the mid-2000s, the main street in Sombor was completely
renovated and pedestrianised, which significantly revit-
alised it in a functional sense. Previously, the short Zmaj
Jova Street, located west of the square, was turned into
a pedestrian street in 1996. The pedestrianisation process
was completed a few years ago, through the comprehen-
sive urban regeneration of the area of the Square of Kosta
Trifkovi¢ and Republican Square in the western part of the
core. With these interventions, a relatively large and dif-
fused pedestrian zone was created in the historic core of

Sombor (Antoni¢, Djuki¢ and Mari¢ 2023), which is inter-
estingly cut into two halves by the carriageway along the
western perimeter of Holy Trinity Square (Fig. 6a).

In the last years, more and more old buildings around
Holy Trinity Square are being refurbished. In addition, it
is also noticeable that historic quarters around the square
have been gradually “profiled” according to their prevail-
ing contents. This spatial thematisation is typical for re-
generated old urban parts in the post-industrial era (Vanista
Lazarevi¢, Koruznjak and Devetakovi¢ 2016): (1) south
— administrative and high-level service zone (banks, agen-
cies, insurance, etc.); (2) east — retail zone around the main
street; (3) north — education and school zone; and (4) west
— cultural-bohemian zone (Fig. 6¢). Finally, there is also
a local innovative plan to turn the part of the spacious
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Fig. 6. The axonometric schemes
of Holy Trinity Square within
the western part of the “Venac”
historic core of Sombor:

a) a pedestrian zone,

b) urban fabric,

c) the recent functional
thematisation of the surroundings
of the square

(elaborated by B. Antoni¢)

Il. 6. Schematy aksonometryczne
placu Swietej Trojey w zachodniej
czes$ci historycznego centrum
Somboru ,,Venac”:

a) strefa dla pieszych,

b) tkanka miejska,

c¢) niedawna funkcjonalna
tematyka otoczenia placu

(oprac. B. Antonic¢)
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Grasalkovi¢ Palace on the western side of the square into
a hub for creative industries and startups*. This will open
up completely new prospects for the future use and design
of the square. Moreover, such plans and the extraordinary
location highlight Holy Trinity Square as an important
place in the future development of the historic core of
Sombor and impose its further sustainable renovation and
modernisation as an imperative.

Morphological analysis of the square

Public urban squares and their genesis are among the
most prominent research topics in urban morphology
(Moughtin 2003). Since the spatial changes of Holy Trin-
ity Square in Sombor have been relatively small in the
last 150 years, the morphological analysis of the square
focuses on its current state. It was carried out according
to the principles of the urban typology of urban squares
in Serbia done by Vladan Poki¢. According to this typol-
ogy, the key parameters of the morphological analysis of
squares in the national context are (Pokic¢ 2009):

1) formal regularity and shape of a square,

2) the existence of the privileged elements of the square,

3) closings and openings of a square,

4) the existence of landmarks in a square,

5) character of a square surface: pedestrian area, green-
ery or roadway,

6) number and location of accesses to/from a square,

7) the possibility of division into smaller zones within
a square, and

8) location and size of the open paved area of a square
(“plateau”).

Based on the given parameters, Holy Trinity Square in
Sombor belongs to the type of a square of an orthogonal
constitutionality with privileged elements, because, as it was
afore explained, it was modelled (“constituted”) during the
process of radical regulation of the matrix of already existing
organic cities in southern Pannonian Plain during the 18" cen-
tury. This can be considered a counterpart to the orthogonal
matrix of completely new planned cities in the same region.
Its privileged element is the tower of the city hall (Fig. 5).

The analysis, according to the adopted morphological
parameters, is as follows (Fig. 7).

The analysed square has the shape of a slightly prom-
inent rectangle, placed in a lightly offset north-south di-
rection (Fig. 7-1). Its approximate size is 100 x 70 m, so
the total area of the square is about 0.71 ha. The square
is formed morphologically according to the principle “left
out urban block” surrounded by four streets, so that almost
all access streets tangentially enter it (except Zmaj Jova
Street).

Furthermore, the only privileged element on the square
is the tower of the city hall on its eastern edge, additionally
emphasised by the monumental facade of the building be-
low it (scheme IV). The belfry of the large Roman Catholic
church is somewhat prominent, although it is not situated
on the square itself, but north of it.

4 From a conversation with local experts.

The square is fairly closed because buildings completely
surround it on three sides — south, east and west (Fig. 7-1I).
Only its northern side is partially open towards the pre-
viously mentioned Roman Catholic church (Fig. 7-III).
However, the prominence of the church tower contributes
to an impression of visual closure from the north.

The square currently has no landmarks, although it had
them previously — first the monument of the same name
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and then, much shorter, the
fountain. Actually, it owes its nickname to the absence of
landmarks — “Bald Square”.

Holy Trinity Square can be accessed from as many as
9 directions (Fig. 7-V) — three from the east, two from the
south, three from the west and only one from the north,
although the widest access of these four approaches is with
carriageway (red), two are pedestrian only (grey), and three
represent a shared space (blue). Interestingly, two integrat-
ed approaches are covered at the same time, i.e., these are
public passages through buildings — the passage through
the city hall (east) and the passage through Grasalkovic¢
Palace (west). While the first has been in constant use for
decades, the second is promising, and its greater use is re-
lated to the further refurbishment and reuse of this urban
palace and its spacious courtyard.

The square is quite compact — there are no visible subdi-
visions within it. This perception is particularly created be-
cause the large and central part of the square is in the form of
a spacious open pedestrian plateau without any landmarks,
even without urban furniture (Fig. 7-VI). The present furni-
ture elements and urban greenery are on the square edges,
so they do not create a feeling of independent subdivisions.

Finally, according to the character of its surface, the
square is mostly a pedestrian zone — 71% (Fig. 7-VII).
This zone occupies the central and eastern parts of the
square. A carriageway with associated car parking runs
along the southern, western and northern perimeters of the
square, making up approximately one quarter of its surface
(Fig. 7-VIII). The smallest part of the square consists of
urban greenery — only 5% of the surface. It is mostly locat-
ed on the perimeter of the square (Fig. 7-1X). Although it
contains both low and medium vegetation (flowers, grass,
and bushes), locally specific hackberry trees visually stand
out on the square.

Instead of an ordinary conclusion
— a vision of Holy Trinity Square for tomorrow

All the activities about the regeneration of the historic
core of Sombor and the refurbishment of old buildings and
open public space around Holy Trinity Square have recent-
ly prompted a new local interest to genuinely revive and
redesign the square while preserving its historical values
and acquired identity. There is no doubt that the renewal
and revitalisation of the square is necessary. Nevertheless,
there are discussions on how these future urban interven-
tions should be chosen and carried out. Inter alia, there are
a few big questions to be addressed, namely:

1. The square is currently a typical one for events and
manifestations, i.e., without internal landmarks and urban
equipment and greenery in its central segment. Although
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(elaborated by B. Antonic)
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Il. 7. Charakterystyka placu
Swigtej Trojcy w Somborze

w Serbii na podstawie kluczowych
parametrow morfologicznych dla
typologii placow publicznych

w Serbii, autorstwa Dokica
(oprac. B. Antoni¢)

in its location in the centre of this same-name square. How-
ever, others believe that this is not viable, as the monument
is more an urban memory today.

4. Most of the buildings around the square are cultural
institutions with a significant potential for rising cultural
tourism. Therefore, the element of cultural and tourist pro-
motion is becoming a must in any future intervention re-
lating to the square. However, there are visible limitations
to implementing it due to the status of the square as pro-
tected heritage, as well as due to the previously explained
reasons.

Local representatives and experts have initiated sever-
al activities to address these questions. Firstly, they began
with the creation of a new general urban plan for the “Ve-
nac” historic core, including the square. The plan is cur-
rently in a draft version. Secondly, local experts have been
recently involved in several international and cross-bor-
der projects where the topics of cultural heritage, urban
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morphology, tourism and sustainable transport have been
explored, with aspirations to form thematic city networks
and partnerships and to learn the best practice from oth-
er countries. Finally, the city authority organised an open
public design competition for a conceptual arrangement
of Holy Trinity Square in 2023, to “screen” professional
opinion about the future (re)development of the square. All
these activities are thought to be a prerequisite for the main
ones — a new urban design project for the square and its
implementation.

Although the underlined challenges are still unresolved,
some inputs and ideas for the future of Holy Trinity Square
in Sombor are under discussion. They are in line with the
main inputs from this morphological analysis, which present
a very clear picture of a well-defined historic square, which
can be sensitive to any significant physical disturbance.
Therefore, future interventions should be subtle and mostly
related to its non-physical modifications and upgrades.

For instance, the marking of the place of the former
Monument of Holy Trinity in the pavement on the square
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Streszczenie

Place publiczne w miastach potudniowej P ii jako spuscizna po regulacjach Habsburgow:
przypadek placu Swietej Tréjcy w Somborze w Serbii

Osady w potudniowej Panonii znane sa z dobrze uregulowanej macierzy miejskiej, ktora rozwingta si¢ po odzyskaniu przez Habsburgow tego
peryferyjnego regionu Europy Srodkowej od Turkéw w XVII-XVIII w. Wezeéniejsze niszcezycielskie wojny pozostawily te ziemie jako , tabula rasa”
— jalowa i powaznie niedoludniona. Stad tez byt to doskonaty ,,poligon” dla habsburskich inzynierow wojskowych, aby wyegzekwowaé catkowita
regulacje ziemi i osad, skupiajac si¢ na 6wczesnej nowoczesnej, kolonialnej, $cistej organizacji ortogonalne;j. Jednak niektore, cho¢ rzadkie osady i ich
podstawowe elementy, takie jak place publiczne, bloki miejskie lub ulice, zachowaty swoja organiczna matryce z czaséw $redniowiecznych i osman-
skich. W tych przypadkach stopniowy proces $cistej regulacji zostal wdrozony jako kompromis, skutkujac obecna historyczna atmosfera miejska z na-
ktadajacym si¢ dziedzictwem urbanistycznym — ich warstwa organiczna jest zwykle ,,pod” stosunkowo uproszczona i uregulowana forma. W centrum
uwagi w tym badaniu znajduja si¢ place publiczne w historycznych centrach miast potudniowej Panonii w Serbii. W badaniu najpierw zdefiniowano
kontekst historyczny i 0golng typologie dotyczacg ich morfologii miejskiej. Nastepnie przedstawiono studium przypadku dotyczace placu Swictej
Trojcy w miescie Sombor. Plac ten nadaje si¢ do analizy historyczno-morfologicznej, poniewaz nie zmienit si¢ fizycznie przez ostatnie 150 lat, wige
stanowi wglad w przeszlo$¢ po wspomnianej regulacji miejskiej Habsburgdéw. Oznacza to, ze badanie to obejmuje specyficzne pozostatosci kolonial-
nego urbanizmu w $rodku Europy.

Stowa kluczowe: plac publiczny, morfologia miejska, urbanistyka kolonialna, wczesne miasto nowozytne, imperium Habsburgéw



